SIGNIFICANCE ASSESSMENT
of

THE COLLECTION HELD BY THE
1st/15th ROYAL NEW SOUTH WALES LANCERS MEMORIAL
MUSEUM INCORPORATED,
2 Smith Street, Parramatta,
NSW, 2150

TIERNEY & MASON
2009

AUTHORSHIP
The Royal New South Wales Lancers Memorial Museum Incorporated was funded under the
2008 Community Heritage Grants Program [administered by the National Library of
Australia] to determine the significance of its collection and Helen Tierney BA, Dip Psych,
Dip Soc Plan, M T & CP, Dip Decorative Arts, Dip Museum Studies and Ron Mason Dip T &
CP, M Env Stud were subsequently engaged to do this assessment.
The assessment, which was undertaken in 2009, was prepared in accordance with National
Library of Australia Guidelines and “A Guide to Assessing the Significance of Cultural
Heritage Objects and Collections”.

2

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Authors would like to acknowledge the assistance given by the following people in the
preparation of this report:

Ross Brown – Vice President & Curator of the NSW Lancers’
Memorial Museum
David Crisp – Museum Volunteer
Ian Hawthorn – Promotions Officer
John Howells – Web Master
Len Koles – President of the NSW Lancers’ Memorial Museum
Michael McGraw – Museum Committee Member
John Palmer – Museum Volunteer
Athol Samson – Museum Volunteer
Joe Tabone – Treasurer
Geoffrey Williamson – Museum Volunteer

3

CONTENTS

AUTHORSHIP

2

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

3

LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

7

PART I
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF THE ORGANISATION & COLLECTION

10

METHODOLOGY

12

PART II
HISTORY & SIGNIFICANCE OF THE REGIMENT
Formation of the Regiment
The Boer War
The 1914-1918 War
Inter-War Mechanisation
World War 2
Present Day

14
14
15
17
19
20
23

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MUSEUM
The Royal NSW Lancers’ Association
Museum Established
A New Museum
Ownership
Relationship of the Buildings & Precinct to the Museum & Collection
Museum Exhibition
Museum Outreach

26
26
26
27
30
31
33
34

OVERVIEW OF THE COLLECTION
Paper-based Items
Photographs
Organisation & Administration
Uniforms, Medals, Saddlery & Accoutrements
Regimental Band & Musical Instruments
Weapons
Military Vehicles
Communications
Memorabilia

36
36
37
38
40
42
44
46
49
50

4

COMPARATIVE COLLECTIONS
The Army Museum of NSW
Victorian Mounted Rifles Regiment Museum
Queensland Mounted Infantry Museum
Hunter River Lancers & 24th Light Horse Regimental Collection
Prince of Wales Light Horse Regiment Historical Collection
5th Light Horse & Military Museum
The Royal Australian Armoured Corps & Army Tank Museum
The Australian War Memorial

52
52
52
53
53
53
53
53
54

PART III
ASSESSMENT OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ITEMS

55

ITEMS RELATING TO SIGNIFICANT MEMBERS OF THE REGIMENT

56

1. Major G. L. Lee Collection
1.1 Personal Diary, 1899 to 1900
1.2 Boer War Photograph Album, 1899 to 1900
1.3 Boer War, NSW Lancers’ Nominal Roll, 1899 to 1901
1.4 Transvaal Campaign Map, 1900
1.5 Scrapbook, 1892 to 1903

56
60
62
64
66

2. Captain “Fighting Charlie” Cox Collection
2.1 Photograph Album, 1899
2.2 Photograph of Cox & Lieutenants Rundle & Osborne, 1899

68
71

3. The Vernon Family Collection
3.1 Diamond Jubilee Scrap Book, 1897
3.2 NSW Lancers Officer’s Full Dress Tunic, 1903
3.3 1890 Pattern, NSW Lancer, Slouch Hat
3.4 1902 Pattern, Universal Riding Saddle
3.5 Australian Commonwealth Staff Coat, 1909
3.6 Portable Forge
3.7 Photograph of the Portable Forge in Use
3.8 Photograph of Colonel Walter Liberty Vernon, 1906
3.9 Boer War Certificate of Service, Trooper H. V. Vernon, 1899 – 1900

73
76
80
82
84
86
88
90
92

4. Sir James Burns’ Collection
4.1 Photograph of Lieutenant-Colonel James Burns c1892
4.2 1889-1894 Pattern, Officer’s, Full Dress Jacket
4.3 1895 Pattern, Officer’s, Mess Dress

94
97
99

5.

6.

Sir John Sulman Collection
5.1 1892 Lancers’ Field Service Tunic, Accoutrements & Forage Cap
5.2 1822 Pattern, Cavalry Officer’s Sabre
5.3 1892 NSW Lancers’ Helmet and Helmet Box
Ash Whitney Collection
5

101
104
105

6.1 Photograph of Whitney on Horseback, 1933
6.2 NSW Military Forces Issue Housewife
6.3 Illuminated Address, 1901
6.4 Soldier’s, Boer War, Pocket, New Testament, 1900
6.5 Lamp, 1911
7.

Sir John Northcott Collection
7.1 Service Jacket and Cap, 1945-1946
7.2 Vehicle Pennants
7.3 Officer’s Saddle, 1908

107
109
111
114
116

117
120
122

ITEMS RELATING TO OTHER THEMES OF THE REGIMENT’S HISTORY
1. Scrapbooks
1.1 Lieutenant Colonel McMahon’s Scrapbook, 1897-1950
1.2 Lieutenant Timothy’s Scrapbook, 1897
1.3 Corporal Ben Harkus Scrapbook, 1899-1900
2. Organisation and Administration
2.1 Outwards Correspondence Book, Cavalry HQ, 1886-1888
2.2 Adjutant’s Outwards Correspondence Book, 1891-1894
2.3 Officers’ Personnel Reports, NSW Mounted Brigade, 1895-1896
2.4 Illuminated Nominal Rolls, NSW Lancers; the Australian Light Horse; &
Mounted Rifles; and the Pennant of Brigadier MacArthur-Onslow
3.

Uniforms
3.1 1899 British Issue Foreign Service Uniform & Helmet
3.2 World War I Summer Service Dress, c1918

124
127
130

132
134
137
139

142
145

4. Weapons
4.1 c1890 Lance belonging to Corporal Jasper Burns
4.2 1918 Captured German Bergman Machine Carbine

148
150

5. Transport and Equipment
5.1 Matilda Infantry Support Tank Mk IV, 1940-1
5.2 Covenanter A13 Mark 3 Bridge-layer Tank, 1943

152
156

6. Ceremonial
6.1 1904 King’s Banner & Staff

159

7. Regimental Band
7.1 Photograph of Mounted Drummer & Drum Horse, 1906
7.2 Mounted Timpani, 1891
7.3 Drum Bannerettes, 1900

162
165
167

8. Boer Flag, 1900

169

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE COLLECTION
6

172

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

174

REFERENCES

177

ATTACHMENT

1 - Lineage of the Royal NSW Lancers

7

178

LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

1. Captain Cox, Aldershot, 1899
2. NSW Lancers, Stellenbosch, SA, 1899
3. Lord Kitchener inspecting the Australian Light Horse 1910
4. Light Horse, Gallipoli, 1915
5. 1st Light Horse Machine Gun Regiment, 1937
6. General MacArthur & the 1st Armoured Regiment, Balikpapan, 1945
7. Part of C Squadron, 1st Armoured Regiment, 1970
8. 120th Anniversary Parade, 2005
9. Badge of the 51st Battalion, 2009
10. Linden House, 2009
11. Museum Annex 2009
12. Vehicle Workshop 2009
13. Museum Workroom & Archive 2009
14. Parramatta, 1820
15. Room 1 Linden House, 2009
16. Room 2 Linden House, 2009
17. Mobile Museum, 2006
18. Timothy Scrapbook 1897
19. Photographs, Room2 Linden House 2009
20. Catechism on Infantry Drill
21. Manuals, Pamphlets and Books 2009
22. Lancer Full Dress Uniform, pre 1900
23. Officers’ Pattern Riding Saddle
24. Regimental Bandsmen 1910-1912
25. Kettle Drum 1867
26. Vickers Machine Gun 1941
27. Matilda Tank 1940-1
28. Centurion Main Battle Tank
29. Heliograph 1918
30. Chocolate Tin 1900
31. Lee Diary, 1899-1900
32. Lee Photo Album, 1899-1900
33. Lee Nominal Roll, 1899-1901
34. Lee Transvaal Campaign Map, 1900
35. Lee Scrapbook, 1892-1903
36. Cox Photo Album, 1899
37. Photograph Cox, Rundle & Osborne, 1899
38. Vernon Scrapbook, 1897
39. Vernon Full Dress Tunic,1903
40. Vernon Slouch Hat, 1890
41. Vernon Riding Saddle 1902 Pattern
42. Vernon Commonwealth Staff Coat, 1909
8

15
16
17
18
19
21
23
24
25
27
29
30
30
31
33
34
35
36
37
38
38
40
42
43
44
46
47
48
49
50
56
60
61
63
66
67
71
73
75
80
82
84

43. Vernon Portable Forge
44. Photograph of Portable Forge in the Field
45. Vernon Photograph, 1906
46. Vernon Certificate of Service, 1899-1900
47. James Burns Photograph, c1892
48. Burns Dress Jacket, 1899-1894
49. Burns Mess Dress, 1895
50. Sulman Field Service Tunic, 1892
51. Sulman Sabre 1822 Pattern
52. Sulman Helmet and Box, 1892
53. Whitney Photograph, 1933
54. Whitney Housewife
55. Whitney Illuminated Address, 1901
56. Whitney Pocket New Testament, 1900
57. Whitney Sconce Lamp, 1911
58. Northcott Service Jacket, 1945-1946
59. Northcotte Vehicle Pennants
60. Northcotte Riding saddle, 1908
61. McMahon Scrapbook, 1897-1950
62. Timothy Scrapbook, 1897
63. Harkus Scrapbook, 1899-1900
64. Outwards Correspondence Ledger, 1886-1888
65. Outwards Correspondence Ledger, 1891-1894
66. Confidential Personnel Reports, 1895-1896
67. Illuminated Nominal Rolls 1903-1905
68. Boer War OR Uniform, 1899
69. WW I Trooper’s Uniform, c1918
70. Lance, c1890
71. Bergman MP18.1 Machine Gun, 1918
72. Matilda Tank [Ace], 1940-1941
73. Covenanter Bridge-layer Tank, 1942
74. King’s Banner, 1904
75. Mounted Drummer & Drum Horse, 1906
76. Mounted Timpani, 1891
77. Drum Bannerettes, 1900
78. Orange Free State Flag, 1900

9

86
88
90
92
94
96
99
101
104
105
107
109
111
114
116
117
120
122
124
126
130
132
134
137
139
142
144
148
149
152
155
159
162
165
167
169

PART I
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF THE ORGANISATION & COLLECTION
The 1st/15th Royal New South Wales Lancers is the Australian Army's oldest surviving
Regiment, having a direct link to the formation of the Sydney Light Horse and other cavalry
troops in New South Wales in 1885 – see Attachment 1. It is also the Australian Army’s
most decorated unit and currently operates as a light reconnaissance regiment of the Army
Reserve.
The Royal New South Wales Lancers Memorial Museum is devoted to recording the history
of the 1st/15th Royal New South Lancers, the Australian Cavalry, [including the 1st Australian
Light Horse AIF], and the Royal Australian Armoured Corps, [including the 1st Australian
Armoured Regiment AIF]. It is an incorporated body and registered charity, managed by a
Committee of past Lancer volunteers. The aims and objectives of the museum are set out in
its draft, “Collection Development Policy”.
The museum collection is mostly housed in a Georgian building known as “Linden House”
and an associated store room which are located in the grounds of the Parramatta Lancer
Barracks. The vintage military vehicles are stored nearby in the workshops, or outside
under tarpaulins.
The collection represents a complete and continuous history of the 1st/15th Royal New South
Wales Lancers, from their origins through to the present day. It shows the evolution of the
uniforms, weaponry and equipment of the Australian cavalry, from horses and lances,
through to early mechanisation and the introduction of heavy armour.
It also includes many personal items including diaries, photographs and other memorabilia
belonging to significant members of Sydney’s society such as the McArthur-Onslow and
Vernon families, and individuals such as Sir James Burns, Doctor Fiaschi, Sir John Sulman
and Banjo Patterson. These items provide an insight into the prevailing social context,
important events such as the Boer War and demonstrate the role of the Regiment and the
Light Horse in late Colonial and early Federation Sydney society.
The collection, which currently has 4,530 accessioned objects [small and large] and 1000
catologued books and pamphlets, includes a comprehensive and extensive range of:













Uniforms and associated articles of military dress;
Weapons and ammunition;
Personal and horse equipment [saddles, bridles etc.];
Medals and decorations;
Trophies;
Musical instruments and sheet music associated with the Regiment;
Military instruments and equipment;
Military vehicles [static and fully operational];
Banners, flags and pennants;
Books and instructional manuals;
Official unit war diaries, maps, diagrams and aerial photographs;
Original photographs, photograph albums, journals and scrap books;
10





Personal diaries, documents, letters and post cards;
Regimental & patriotic crockery, souvenirs and memorabilia; and
Films and videos.
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METHODOLOGY
The Royal New South Wales Lancers Memorial Museum Incorporated was funded under the
Community Heritage Grants Program to:



Identify its most significant objects; and
Determine the significance of it collection;

The museum has a very large collection [in excess of 5,500 objects plus more items still to
be accessioned and catalogued] which is either displayed in the museum [Linden House] or
stored in an annex which is adjacent to the museum or in the work area which is located in a
nearby army workshop. At the commencement of the Significance Assessment process, all
permanent and temporary displays and storage spaces were inspected.
The museum has hand written Accession Sheets which record the description and
provenance of the majority of objects in the collection and each item is identified with a
unique Accession Number. It also has a separate cataloguing system for books and
publications; a system for small and large photographs and separate files dedicated to
individuals associated with the Regiment and their donated objects. Samples of these
sheets and files were also sighted.
A number of follow-up visits were made to the museum to clarify information regarding the
history of the Regiment, the barracks and collection; to check the description of individual
objects; to take photographs and discuss progress.
Museum volunteers were consulted in respect of:






The location, display, storage and conservation practices of the museum with regard
to their object, photographic and archival collection;
The history, description and provenance of specific items in the collection;
The development of the collection;
The visitation to the museum and use of the its web site; and
The ongoing collection, exhibition, housekeeping, maintenance and publicity policies
of the Museum.

Interviews with the Curator, Ross Brown, and the Promotions Officer, Ian Hawthorn revealed
the dedication and focus of endeavours to raise the standards of cataloguing, exhibitions
and display, storage, materials conservation, and to promote the historical and archival
values of the collection.
The initial task involved completing the accessioning of the majority of objects and
centralising and digitising the data [using Microsoft Access]. This work [which is ongoing]
was largely undertaken by the museum’s curator, Ross Brown.
The assessment of significance process was outlined as a basis for understanding the
meanings and values of objects and collections in terms of its history, context and
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associations, and how the significance of an object can be determined in relation to historic,
aesthetic, scientific, social or spiritual values, or any combination of those values.
Three hundred and eighty eight items were subsequently identified by a working party of
museum volunteers as “significant” in accordance with criteria set out in the Heritage
Collections Council Guidelines 1 . These items were recorded on a database with a brief
description, history provenance and location.
This list was subsequently refined by the volunteers and to assist with this process, a
template was designed to guide and record the analysis of the object/collection, outline the
history and context, make comparative analysis, and to summarise the object’s value and
meaning in a statement of significance. As a result the number of items identified by the
museum as being of high significance was reduced to 205 items. These were grouped
thematically into ten categories: Active Service [56 items]; Communications [11 items];
Local and Community [14 items]; Organisation and Administration [17 items]; Regimental
Band and Instruments [12 items]; Significant Members of the Regiment [27 items]; Training
and Ceremonial [23 items]; Transport and Equipment [9]; Uniforms, Badges and Flags [14
items] and Weapons and Ammunition [22 items]. Each item was recorded with a catalogue
number, digital photograph, the provenance, a description of the object and its material
composition, manufacture and condition and location.
The preparation of these significance sheets facilitated the identification of the most
important items in the collection and the subsequent preparation of a significance statement
for the entire collection.

1

Significance: a guide to assessing the significance of cultural heritage objects and collections 2001.
Note: Collections Council of Australia update of the guidelines, Significance 2.0: a guide to assessing the
significance of collections (2009) will be available after April, 2009.
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PART II
HISTORY & SIGNIFICANCE OF THE REGIMENT
The importance of the Royal NSW Lancers Museum collection is to a large extent
a reflection of the history and significance [both militarily and socially] of the
regiment and the collection is displayed thematically to explain this. The themes
are:






The Regiment’s Origins in the later part of the 19th Century;
The Boer War;
The 1914-1918 War;
World War 2; and the
Present time.

Formation of the Regiment
The beginnings of the Regiment date from 1885 when the Governor’s approval
was given for the formation of a Volunteer Cavalry Corps in Sydney. This corps
was to be known as the Sydney Light Horse Volunteers.
1885 was also notable in Australian history because it was then that colonial
troops were first volunteered to assist Britain in an imperial military action – this
was in the Sudan and followed the fall of Khartoum. “The British government's
acceptance of the [NSW] contingent was received with enthusiasm by the NSW
government and members of the armed forces; it was seen as a historic
occasion, marking the first time that soldiers in the pay of a self-governing
Australian colony were to fight in an imperial war.” 2 The Sydney Light Horse
Volunteers did not go to the Sudan. However, the commander of the NSW
Sudan Contingent, Colonel J. S. Richardson, brought back two lances, presented
to him by the Commander of the 9th Bengal Lancers, and one of his first official
actions after returning to the colony was to convert the Sydney Light Horse to
lancers.
The newly formed and resplendent Sydney Lancers were designated as the viceregal escort and the Governor, Lord Carrington, was deemed the Lancers’
honorary Colonel, a position he held until his death in 1928 [and Lord
Carrington’s crest - the elephant’s head, is still used as the Regimental badge by
the 1st/15thRoyal New South Wales Lancers].
The high community profile of the Sydney Lancers encouraged the formation of
additional light horse troops in country NSW and by early 1886 the Cavalry
Reserves consisted of the Lancers and seven troops of country based light
horse.3
The Regiment also attracted people of note and when a troop was formed at
Parramatta it was commanded by Captain [later Colonel Sir] James Burns,
businessman, ship-owner and philanthropist, and Lieutenant [later Sir] John
2

AWM, Sudan (New South Wales Contingent) March-June 1885, /www.awm.gov.au/atwar/sudan.
P. V. Vernon, “The Royal New South Wales Lancers 1885-1985”, Royal New South Wales lancers Centenary
Committee, Parramatta, 1986, p7.

3
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Sulman, the influential and gifted architect and town planner. 4 A contemporary
of Sulman’s, Walter Liberty Vernon, who was also an influential and acclaimed
architect and town planner, had already joined the Lancers in January 1885.
Vernon commanded the New South Wales Lancers contingent at Queen Victoria's
diamond jubilee [1897] and as lieutenant-colonel, commanded the 1st Australian
Light Horse Regiment [New South
Wales Lancers] in 1903-07 and, as
colonel, the 2nd Light Horse Brigade in
1907-10. 5 Vernon’s son and grandson
also joined the Lancers and both
subsequently
commanded
the
Regiment. Thus the Vernon family’s
involvement with the regiment spanned
more than a 100 years.
The Boer War
It was through Sir James Burns’ efforts
and financial support that detachments
of the Lancers were able to travel to
Britain to attend Queen Victoria's
Diamond Jubilee in 1897 and the
Aldershot Tattoo in 1899.6
The 1899 detachment, which was under
the command of Captain [later Major
General] Charles Cox or "Fighting
Charlie" as he was known by his men
was training alongside the British 6th
Dragoon
Guards
[Carabiniers]
at
Aldershot, when the Boer War broke
out. Cox volunteered himself and his
squadron for service in South Africa and
when the ship, which was transporting
them home to Australia, dropped
anchor in Cape Town he received advice
that the offer had been accepted by the
British
and
New
South
Wales
governments. 7 As a consequence the
NSW Lancers were the first colonial
troops to arrive in South Africa.

4

This photograph shows Captain C. F. Cox at
Aldershot, [in the UK] in 1899. The Lancers
had travelled to Aldershot, under the
command of Captain Cox, to train with the
British Carabiniers. While there, Captain Cox
volunteered the lancers for action in South
Africa.
Image: 1/15 Royal NSW Lancers Museum Collection.
Captain C F Cox’s photo album, Aldershot & South Africa,
Agent Archer Photographer, Kensington. Accession No.
9930/034.

Richard E. Apperly, Peter Reynolds, “Sulman, Sir John (1849 - 1934)”, Australian Dictionary of Biography,
Volume 12, Melbourne University Press, 1990, pp 137-138.
5
Peter Reynolds, “Vernon, Walter Liberty (1846 - 1914)”, Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 12,
Melbourne University Press, 1990, pp 320-322.
6
G. J. Abbott, H. J. Gibbney, “Burns, Sir James (1846 - 1923)”, Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 7,
Melbourne University Press, 1979, pp 489-491.
7
Major General Charles Cox [2 May 1863 - 20 November 1944],
unsw.adfa.edu.au/~rmallett/Generals/cox.html
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When Captain Cox and his troop of 72 NSW Lancers arrived at Cape Town, on the 2nd November
1899, they were without horses, khaki clothing or field equipment. As a consequence they soon
set about catching and training 70 Cape Ponies [mostly under14 hands]. This photograph is from
Captain Cox’s personal photo album and shows the Lancers and ponies at their first parade.
Image: 1/15 Royal NSW Lancers Museum Collection. Captain C F Cox’s photo album, Aldershot & South Africa, Agent
Archer Photographer, Kensington. Accession No. 9930/034.

Only a fortnight after disembarkation at Cape Town, the lancers travelled 500
kilometres to De Aar Junction where a troop, that was dubbed "The Fighting
Twenty-nine" by the British regiments, joined the fray. Nine of these lancers
hold the distinction of bearing eight, the maximum number of battle clasps on
the Queen's Medal. The Sydney Morning Herald commented on the matter at a
later date: "The N.S.W. Lancers possess the proud distinction of having men who
hold the record for engagements, against the whole of the regiments in the
British Empire”. 8
A few weeks later a second detachment of lancers, under the command of Major
G. L. Lee, arrived from Australia.
Accompanying Lee was A. B. “Banjo”
Patterson who was in South Africa to cover the war for the Sydney Morning
Herald. Lee’s unit was employed in operations around Colesberg, the relief of
Kimberley, and actions at Paardeberg, Poplar Grove, Driefontein, Zand River,
Johannesburg, Pretoria, Diamond Hill and in the Transvaal east of Pretoria until
the 26th October 1900 when the squadron's year of service ended. 9

8
9

Vernon, op. cit., p43.
Australian Dictionary of Biography, Online Edition, adbonline.anu.edu.au/adbonline.htm
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The 1914-1918 War
Following Federation the new Commonwealth Government established the
Australian Army which combined the previously independent state troops into a
single entity.

In 1909 Field Marshal Lord Kitchener was invited by the Australian Government to inspect its
military forces and to advise it on how it might improve them. To facilitate this, military camps
were held in every State including one, which was held at Liverpool, NSW, in 1910. This photo
shows Lord Kitchener [centre with his right arm raised] inspecting the Australian Light Horse at
the Liverpool camp. As a result of Kitchener‘s report the ALH was expanded and reorganized.
Image: 1/15 Royal NSW Lancers Museum, Digitised Image Collection LMHMP1001-19.

The NSW cavalry regiments were reorganised to form six Australian Light Horse
Regiments and after much debate the lancers were retained as two regiments –
the 1st Australian Light Horse Regiment [NSW Lancers], which was based at
Parramatta, and the 4th Australian Light Horse [NSW Lancers], which was based
at Maitland.
The light horse was again reorganised in 1912 and the Parramatta based Lancers
[the 1st ALH] was renamed the 7th Light Horse with squadrons at Sydney [A
Squadron], Parramatta [B Squadron] and Windsor, Penrith and Luddenham [C
Squadron].
Following the declaration of war in 1914 the Australian Government decided to
raise a special expeditionary force – the Australian Imperial Force [AIF], to
17

support the British war effort. Under the provisions of the Defence Act 1903
overseas service was voluntary and during the First World War, Australia and
South Africa remained the only countries which did not resort to conscription.
As a consequence the existing militia cavalry units [including the NSW Lancers]
were unable to participate in the war. However, most of the pre-war lancers
volunteered for service with the AIF as part of the 1st Light Horse [LH] Regiment
and on the 19th October 1914 the 24 officers, 484 men and 461 horses of the 1st
LH boarded the troop ship, Star of Victoria, bound for Egypt.
Seven weeks later the regiment landed at Alexandria and then spent the next
few months training in the area around Heliopolis before receiving orders to
leave for the Gallipoli Peninsula.
The 1st LH arrived at Gallipoli on the 12th May 1915 but because of the difficult
terrain their horses were left in Egypt.
They were then deployed in the area
around Popes Hill as reinforcements for
the infantry. For most of the campaign
they played a defensive role but did
mount an attack on a Turkish position
known as the “The Chessboard” as part
of the August Offensive.
The 1st LH remained in the Popes Hill
area until the order came for the
evacuation of the Peninsula. During its
time there 119 of its men were killed
and another 397 wounded. 10
Back at Heliopolis the Regiment was
immediately re-equipped for mounted
work on Egypt’s western frontier where
the Senussi Arabs, a political-religious
sect from Libya and Sudan, had been
encouraged by the Germans and Turks
to attack the British in the Nile Valley.
At this time, the Turkish Empire
stretched through Syria and Palestine
almost to the shores of the Suez Canal
and for the rest of the war the 1st Light
Horse fought a mobile war against the
Turks [in conditions that were totally
unlike those encountered by their
counterparts in France and Belgium].
The campaign began in May 1916 with
the Australian troops participating in the
defence of the Suez Canal and the reconquest of the Sinai peninsular. In the
10

This photograph was taken at Gallipoli in
1915 when the Regiment was fighting as
infantry. It shows two men from the 1st Light
Horse Regiment in the rest gully [off Monash
Gully]. The inscription on the original is “The
Christmas Tree Effect”.
Image: 1/15 Royal NSW Lancers Museum Collection,
Accession Number 978/312.

Derived from official statistics quoted in Vernon, op. cit. p176.
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following year Australian and other allied troops advanced into Palestine and
captured Gaza and Jerusalem and by 1918 had occupied Lebanon and Syria.
On the 30th October 1918 Turkey sued for peace and twelve days later the
Armistice was signed.
During its time at Gallipoli and in the Middle East the Regiment was awarded the
following battle honours:











Defence of Anzac
Sari Bair
Rumani
Magdhaba-Rafah
Gaza-Beersheeba
Jerusalem
Jaffa
Jericho
Jordan (Amman)
Megiddo

The AIF was disbanded on the 1st April 1921 and the NSW Lancers [the pre-war
militia unit] was designated as the successor to the 1st Light Horse Regiment and
assumed its light blue over white colour patch and battle honours.
Inter-War Mechanisation

The photographs in this montage were taken in 1937, shortly after the Regiment gave up its
horses to become one of the first, motorised machinegun regiments. They were taken while the
1st Light Horse Machine Gun Regiment [Royal NSW Lancers] was in camp at Campbelltown.
Image: “The Sydney Mail”, 24th November 1937, 1/15 Royal NSW Lancers Museum Collection.
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In the years leading up to the 2nd World War organisational changes in the militia
included the conversion of the cavalry into motorised machine gun regiments
and the NSW Lancers was one of the first to give up their horses and assume the
new role. The regiment was to be armed with Vickers machine guns mounted
on an assortment of small, privately owned motor-lorries. The idea of such a unit
was totally new, and the unit is believed to “have been the first of its kind in the
Empire”. 11
World War 2
Following the 1939 declaration of war the Australian Government’s response was
to form a separate expeditionary force for over-seas service [the same as had
happened during the 1914-1918 War]. This new force, which was to be known
as the 2nd Australian Imperial Force [2nd AIF], was to be raised as a volunteer
army and comprised the 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th Divisions.
Existing militia units, such as the lancers, could not be sent overseas and as a
consequence large numbers of existing militia-men began transferring to AIF
units and it has been estimated that over 600 lancers – the equivalent of a
regiment, transferred. 12
One of the new AIF units for which many of the light horse personnel
volunteered was the 2/2nd Machine Gun Battalion. This unit was commanded by
Lieutenant-Colonel Whitehead, [the former commander of the lancers] and Major
Hawke, [who had been Whitehead’s successor at the lancers]. This unit was
attached to the 9th Division and distinguished itself in the Western Desert at El
Alamein and later on the east coast of New Guinea at Finschhafen, Sattelberg
and the Rai Coast and finally in the Dutch East Indies with the liberation of the
island of Tarakan [the first stage of the1945 Borneo campaign].
As-well-as raising the 2nd AIF the Government also introduced a system of three
months Compulsory Universal Training for specified age groups. The impact of
this on the militia units [like the lancers] was that they became a composite of
pre-war volunteers [who acted as the trainers] and men called up for
compulsory training. However, these arrangements changed after the bombing
of Pearl Harbour and the outbreak of war in the Pacific. Men were now called up
for an indefinite period and militia units were permitted to become AIF units
provided certain criteria were met.
Five months later [on the 8th May 1942], the regiment was transferred to the
newly formed 3rd Army Tank Brigade and was designated as the 1st Australian
Army Tank Battalion. According to one commentator: “The light horse as a
fighting formation had been supplanted by the Armoured Corps. The Armoured
Corps had not evolved from the light horse but, as their modern counterparts,

11
12

‘The Lancer’ August 1939.
Vernon, op. cit., p217.
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General Douglas MacArthur, Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in the South West Pacific,
striding ashore shortly after the Australian 7th Division’s successful landing at Balikpapan. In the
background is one of the 1st Armoured Regiment’s Matilda Tanks.
Image: 1/15 Royal NSW Lancers Museum, Digitised Image Collection, LMHMP 1008-68.

were the obvious guardians of the traditions amassed over the previous two
wars by the mounted men.” 13
The main equipment of the new tank battalions was to be the British made
Matilda tank. However, it was to be several months before any of these tanks
were available.

13

R. J. Hall, "The Australian Light Horse", November 1968, quoted on the 1/15 Royal NSW Lancers Museum
web site.
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It was also at this time that the battalion satisfied the criteria for AIF designation
and preparations were commenced for its posting overseas.
Up until this time, the Australians had not used tanks in the South West Pacific
but the high command believed that the time was now ripe for their deployment.
Light tanks were trialed at Buna and Sanananda [on the coastal plain of Papua]
and it was decided that a brigade consisting of one battalion of infantry support
tanks [the Matildas of the 1st Australian Tank Battalion] and two regiments
consisting of M3 Medium tanks [General Grants] would be the most suitable.
As a consequence the 1st Australian Tank Battalion landed at Milne Bay, on the
eastern tip of Papua, in August 1943 and over the next two years was to see
more action in the Pacific theatre than any other Australian armoured unit.14 The
first of its two major campaigns was in the Finschhafen area on the east coast of
New Guinea and the second [as the 1st Armoured Regiment] was at Balikpapan,
a seaport town on the eastern coast of Borneo.
Towards the end of 1943 the Australian forces had been directed to drive the
Japanese from New Guinea’s Huon Peninsula. Finschhafen, which is at the
eastern most tip of the peninsula, had been re-occupied by the Australian 9th
Division at the beginning of October 1943. However, many of the surviving
Japanese had retreated inland to Sattelberg, a 950 metre high peak that
dominates Finschhafen and the surrounding area. From this vantage point they
were able to launch a counter-attack and although this was thwarted it was clear
that Sattelberg had to be captured. On this occasion the tanks of the 1st
Australian Tank Battalion were to play an important role in what was to be the
first use of Matilda tanks in the South West Pacific. The operational techniques
pioneered by the battalion were to be both a great success and to provide the
infantry with invaluable close fire support.
As the war drew to a close, the 1st Armoured Regiment [previously the 1st
Australian Tank Battalion] was to participate in its second major campaign. This
time the 7th Australian Division was to launch a seaborne assault on Balikpapan
in Borneo. This was to be the largest armoured, amphibious assault undertaken
by Australian troops during the 2nd WW and to this day remains Australia’s
largest ever armoured assault.
The assault fleet included three aircraft carriers, nine cruisers, five infantry
landing ships, troopships, 34 destroyers, 28 tank landing ships, infantry landing
craft and mechanical landing ships. For 22 days prior to the landing the US Fleet
and Air Force pounded the place. Three thousand tons of bombs, more than
7,000 rockets and 40,000 shells were unleashed. While 62 Liberator bombers,
five cruisers and 14 destroyers bombarded it immediately before the Australian
landing.
The 7th Division, supported by the 1st Armoured Regiment, landed in Eastern
Borneo on the 1st July and captured the port and oilfields of Balikpapan the
following day. However, heavy fighting continued for the next two weeks as the
Australians pushed up the Milford highway and overcame Japanese resistance at

14

The 1st Armoured Regiment, AWM, Glossary, www.awm.gov.au/atwar/sudan.

22

Batuchampar. After this the Japanese withdrew into the hills where further
clashes occurred.
The Borneo assault was cut short by the Japanese surrender. However, the
Matilda tanks again proved their worth as infantry support in close jungle
country.
Present Day
At the conclusion of the war the men of the 1st Armoured Regiment returned to
Australia and were posted to Ingleburn where most received their discharge and
by November 1946 the Regiment had been disbanded.
The Army planners now turned their minds to the form that a peace time army
might take. By late 1947 plans had been outlined for the reintroduction of a
voluntary militia and as part of this it was proposed that the 1st Armoured
Regiment [Royal NSW Lancers] was to be reformed with its headquarters located
at the Parramatta Lancer Barracks.

This photograph was taken in 1970 just before the Regiment ceased to be a tank unit. It shows
some members of the Regiment’s C Squadron with one of the Centurion tanks in use at the time.
Image: 1/15 Royal NSW Lancers Museum Collection, donated by Alge Gudaitis.

Until 1955 the regiment was equipped with the WW2 Matilda infantry tanks.
However, by this time they were starting to show the effects of their age and
were replaced with another British tank – the Centurion. The Centurion was
23

Britain's first attempt to produce a universal tank. One hundred and thirty one
were purchased by the Australian Army and they were to become the RAAC’s
main fighting equipment.
It was also around this time that the 15th Northern Rivers Lancers was being
disbanded and the designation of the Parramatta lancers was changed to the 1st
/15th Royal NSW Lancers. This was done to preserve the traditions and honours
of the 15th and remains the Regiment’s designation.

This photograph was taken at the Regiment’s 120thAnniversary Parade held at Holsworthy
Barracks on Sunday 6th March 2005. It shows one of the regiment’s M113 Armoured Personnel
Carriers and the Regiment’s Guidons [pennant or standard], which are emblazoned with the battle
honours for the 1st and 15th Regiments.
Image: “The Regiment”, Website of the Royal NSW Lancers, Lancer Barracks and Museum.

Following Australia’s commitment to the Vietnam War the Regiment was
involved in “infantry-tank cooperation” training with the 5th and 7th Battalions,
Royal Australian Regiment prior to their departure to Vietnam.
In 1971, the role of the Regiment ceased to be as a tank unit and was changed
to that of a Cavalry Regiment. To facilitate this it was re-equipped with M113
Armoured Personnel Carriers [APCs]. The M113, an American fully tracked
armored personnel carrier, formed the backbone of the U.S. Army's mobile
infantry units from the time of its introduction in the 1960s and was used
extensively during the Vietnam War.
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Currently the Regiment operates as cavalry scouts – equipped
with light skin scout vehicles [Landrovers], and its mission is to
support the 51st Battalion, the Far North Queensland Regiment.
It has a Regimental Headquarters at Parramatta and two sabre
squadrons: one based at Holsworthy, NSW and the other at
Goulburn, NSW.
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HISTORY & SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MUSEUM
The Royal New South Wales Lancers Association
In the 1890’s, many years before the existence of organizations such as the
Returned Services League [RSL], the lancers formed an Association to look after
the welfare of its members.
The Association, like the Regiment, has had various titles, and has been going
almost as long. Each squadron formed its own branch, and every member of the
regiment was expected to become a member. Activities included “organising
social functions, managing a benevolent fund for men injured during camps, and
providing extra amenities”. 15
In 1924 a new Constitution and Rules were adopted which included in its aims
“the commemoration of historic anniversaries, keeping and promotion of
historical documents, military exhibits etc.”
The Association’s office bearers at this time reflect the importance of the
Association and the social status of the Regiment. They included: Senior patron
- the Marquis of Lincolnshire [Lord Carrington, Colonel-in-Chief of the
Regiment]; other patrons - Brigadier-General T Fiaschi, Major-General Charles
Cox and Major-General Lee; President – Lieutenant-Colonel Timothy, Past
President - Lieutenant-Colonel McMahon and 8 Vice-Presidents including
Lieutenant-Colonel H V Vernon. 16
Now-days the Association covers former members of 1st Light Horse, 1st
Machine Gun Regiment, 1st Army Tank Battalion (AIF), 1st Armoured Regiment
(AIF) and the 1st and 1st/15th Royal New South Wales Lancers.
A sub-committee of the Association is responsible for the funding, maintenance
and running of the museum.
Museum Established
The 1st/15th Royal New South Wales Lancers Museum was established in 1958
when a room was made available at the Parramatta Lancer Barracks for a
regimental museum and a serving officer, who had been transferred to the
reserve, was appointed as the honorary curator. 17
The main aim of the museum was to preserve relics and records relating to the
regiment in all its roles – light horse, lancers, cavalry, machine gun regiment,
motor regiment, tank battalion, armoured regiment and reconnaissance
regiment.

15

David Craven , 2004, 1/15 Royal NSW Lancers Museum web site.
loc cit.
17
Vernon, op. cit., pp326, 327.
16
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The museum also accepted items of general military interest and as a
consequence an extensive collection of exhibits was soon built up and two years
later the museum was expanded to two rooms. This accommodation was
provided at the good-will of the officer commanding the Lancer Barracks and in
1962 the Regiment advised the Museum committee that the rooms that it
occupied were required for military purposes.
A New Museum

Linden House was built in c1828 and originally stood at 31-33 Macquarie Street - about 500
metres west of the Lancer Barracks. It was first occupied by the School of Industry, which taught
domestic arts to the daughters of the needy. Later it became quarters for some of the army officers
of the Parramatta garrison. Its final use, before being purchased by the AMP Society and proposed
for demolition, was as the Parramatta RSL Club.
In 1963 the exterior fabric of the building was dismantled, numbered and then re-assembled at
the Lancer Barracks. The doors, windows and internal joinery are replicas. However, the fanlight
over the front door is original.
The building was dedicated on the 1st March 1981 as a memorial to members of the New South
Wales Lancers, South Africa, 1899-1902, the 1st Light Horse Regiment AIF, Gallipoli-Sinai-Palestine,
1914-1918 and the 1st Armoured Regiment (RNSWL) AIF, New Guinea-Borneo 1939-1945.
Image: 2009, Ron Mason, Wollstonecraft.

27

This created an obvious problem for the Museum Committee but it was resolved
through an offer by the AMP Society to relocate an early nineteenth century
building, now known as Linden House, to the site of the Lancer Barracks for use
as a museum. The relocation of this building was thought to be particularly
appropriate because it had once accommodated military officers stationed at
Parramatta and it also provided a means of both saving an historic building and
providing accommodation for the museum. 18
The Commonwealth subsequently gave approval for the building to be re-erected
in the grounds of the barracks and a Trust was formed to raise the necessary
funds to pay for the work and to supervise the project. The driving force behind
these endeavours was Lieutenant Colonel P V Vernon OBE ED and he is credited
with founding the current New South Wales Lancers Memorial Museum.
By the end of February 1965 Linden House, with as yet no stairs and with only
the ground floor operational, was ready for an official opening. This was
performed on the 6th March 1965 by the General Office Commanding Eastern
Command, Lieutenant-General Daly.
The move to Linden House necessitated the formation of a set of rules to govern
the management of the museum and so in 1966 a constitution was adopted.
This provided for a board of management comprising two representatives from
each of the following:




The Regiment,
The Lancers’ Association and
The Museum Trustees.

The aim of the Museum was to preserve:
a) Relics and records of I.
Primarily the Royal New South Wales Lancers and its predecessors
and successors, including the 1st and 15th Light Horse Regiments,
AIF; and
II.
Secondarily, any other units of the Australian Light Horse and the
Royal Australian Armoured Corps;
b) Any other material of military historical interest.
In more recent times the aims of the museum have been refined to:
1. Collect and preserve relics, artefacts, and records of the Royal New South
Wales Lancers, their predecessors [i.e. Sydney Light Horse Troop, Sydney
Lancers, NSW Cavalry Regiment, NSW Mounted Brigade, NSW Lancers, 1st
Light Horse Regiment AIF and 1st Armoured Regiment 2nd AIF] and their
successors;

18

Rosemary Annable, “Lancer Barracks Parramatta – A History”, 1992, prepared for the Department of
Administrative Services, p 18.
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2. Collect and preserve relics, artefacts, and records of other Light Horse
Regiments;
3. Collect and preserve relics, artifacts and records of the Royal Australian
Armoured Corps;
4. Preserve Australia’s military heritage as embodied in the Australian Cavalry
generally and the Royal New South Wales Lancers in particular;
5. Honour the courage and valour of members of the NSW Lancers, 1st and 15th
Light Horse Regiments AIF and 1st Armoured Regiment 2 AIF;
6. Encourage pride in and loyalty to the 1/15 Royal New South Wales Lancers
Regiment;
7. Encourage public interest and pride in Australia’s military history;
8. Help tell the story of the evolution of the Australian Cavalry from its inception
and the contribution its history and values have made to Australian culture;
and
9. Be recognised as a unique Australian military history collection. 19
In addition to Linden House the Museum has a small annex which it erected at
the rear of the house and which is used to store items that are not currently
required for exhibition. It also has the use of a double bay workshop for the
repair and storage of vehicles and an adjoining bay for the storage of much of its
paper based collection including photographs, personnel files and maps. This
area is also used as a work area for accessioning etc.

The Museum Annex which was erected, as a free standing building behind Linden House, in 1972. It is used for the
storage of objects such as weapons, uniforms and some paper based items that are not required for display.
Image: 2009, Ron Mason, Wollstonecraft.

19

“Collection Development Policy”, 1/15 Royal NSW Lancers Museum.
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The double bay work
shop that the
Commander of the
1st/15th Royal New
South Wales Lancers
has made available to
the museum for the
repair and maintenance
of its vehicles. The
museum’s other vehicles
are stored in the open –
most, but not all, under
tarpaulins.
Image: 2009, Ron Mason,
Wollstonecraft.

The museum work room
which adjoins the
vehicle workshop. The
steel filing cupboards to
the left are used to store
the museum’s collection
of photographic prints &
negatives. While its
maps are stored in a flat
map cabinet and its
publications & books in
open steel shelving.
Work such as
accessioning is also
carried out in this area.
Image: 2009, Ron Mason,
Wollstonecraft.

Ownership
The Lancer Barracks are an operational military base and accordingly are in
Commonwealth Government ownership. The museum buildings – Linden House
and the Annex, and the museum collection are owned by the Museum Trustees
and the land on which they are situated is leased by the Commonwealth to the
Trust by way of a Deed of Licence at a peppercorn rent. The area leased by the
Trust is about 151 M2 and the Commonwealth has reserved the right to occupy
the building, without compensation to the Trust, should it be required for
defence purposes during a time of national emergency.
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The other facilities occupied by the Museum, including the uncovered areas
where the museum vehicles are parked, are owned by the Commonwealth and
occupied by the museum at the pleasure of the Commanding Office of the
1st/15th Royal NSW Lancers.
The Relationship of the Buildings & Precinct to the Museum & Collection

This 1820 painting by Joseph Lycett shows Parramatta when viewed from the south [from the
Great Western Road]. In the centre of the town is St John’s church and to its right [at the
southern extent of the town] are the army barracks. The architect for the barracks was John
Watts. Watts was a Lieutenant in the 46th Regiment and aide-de-camp to Governor Macquarie.
Watts also designed the towers of St John’s church.
Image: Website of the Royal NSW Lancers, Lancer Barracks and Museum.

The items in the museum’s collection are significant in their own right but many
of the items and the museum itself have an enhanced significance because of
their relationship to the Regiment and the Regiment’s relationship to the site and
more generally Parramatta.
The Parramatta Lancer Barracks is the oldest surviving military barracks on the
Australian mainland and the second oldest in Australia. 20 “The two surviving
original buildings, known as Bob's Hall and the Barracks, are very important
historically as they date from 1819 and are directly associated with the early
military history of New South Wales, and with the early government
administration of Parramatta…The buildings were used by British troops until the
1850s, then by police forces…The Victorian and Edwardian era buildings show
20

Derek Hallam, Draft “Lancer Barracks Parramatta – Heritage Management Plan”, prepared for the
Department of Defence [Army], 1992, p23.
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the development of this military establishment during the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. Excepting the police period, the complex has a very lengthy
association with Australian military history.” 21
The Lancers’ association with Parramatta commenced in 1893 with the formation
of the NSW Brigade [NSW Cavalry & NSW Mounted Rifles]. The Brigade
consisted of four squadrons with Number 1 Squadron being the Sydney and
Parramatta Squadron. However, it was not until 1897 that the Regimental HQ
transferred to Parramatta and the barracks were officially named the Lancer
Barracks. The Barracks have remained the home of the Regiment ever since.
In recognition of their importance the two original barrack buildings, Bob’s Hall
and the Barracks, are individually listed on the Commonwealth Heritage List
[CHL] with the legal status of “Listed Place”. The Lancer Barracks Precinct
[including Linden House] is also identified on the CHL with the legal status of
“Listed Place”.
The Commonwealth Heritage List comprises natural, Indigenous and historic
heritage places on Commonwealth lands and waters or under Australian
Government control, and identified by the Minister for the Environment and
Heritage as having Commonwealth heritage values. This list has been
established in accordance with the Commonwealth Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). Listed places [such as the
Lancer Barracks Precinct] are protected under the Act which means that no-one
can take an action that has, will have or is likely to have, a significant impact on
the environment of a listed place, including its heritage values, without the
approval of the Minister. It is a criminal offence not to comply with this
legislation.
In respect of Linden House the CHL states: “The buildings, including Linden
House, which is sympathetic in scale and character to the others, are visually
linked by their arrangement and help to define the parade ground around which
they are situated and whose open space is in contrast to the built forms. The
whole creates a cohesive identity with aesthetic importance, which is
strengthened by the height, scale and form of the buildings.”
Clearly the Parramatta Lancer Barracks are of great importance both historically
and culturally and part of this significance is derived from its long association
with the military and more particularly the 1st/15th Royal New South Wales
Lancers. The Lancers are also of considerable historic and cultural importance
and accordingly the Lancers’ museum collection is also intrinsically connected to
the importance of both the Regiment and the place.

21

Commonwealth Heritage List, Parramatta Lancer Barracks Precinct Statement of Significance, 2004.
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Museum Exhibition
Linden House is a two storey building that consists of two rooms on each floor
and a central entrance and stairs. The external walls are constructed of sandstone – dressed on the front façade and with rubble to the sides. The internal
walls are built of exposed sandstock brick while the roof is of synthetic shingles.
The building is well maintained and appears to be in good structural condition.
It is not air-conditioned nor does it have any form of humidity control. Lighting
is provided by strip lighting [one per room] centrally mounted and with four
small spotlights on each strip. Blinds are provided to all windows and are only

Room1 showing the exhibits relating to the Regiment’s history during the period 1885 to 1913.
Image: 2009, Ron Mason, Wollstonecraft.

opened when the museum is opened for the public.
Each of the rooms and the stairway are used for exhibition purposes and each
room is devoted to a particular phase of the Regiment’s history:



Room 1 – 1885 to 1913. This includes exhibits relating to the Regiment’s
pre-Federation history notably the Boer War.
Room 2 – 1914 to 1939. This includes exhibits relating to the Regiment’s
time as a light horse regiment and WW1.
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Room 3 – 1939 to1945. This includes exhibits relating to the Regiment’s
time as a Tank Unit in the South West Pacific during WW2.
Room 4 – 1946 to the present day. This includes exhibits relating to the
Regiment’s post war roles as an armoured unit and then cavalry unit.
The Stairway, Entrance and Landing are
also used for exhibition
purposes and include photographs of all of the Regiment’s Commanding
Officers and exhibits relating to the 2/2nd Machine Gun Battalion.

Room2 showing the exhibits relating to the Regiment’s history during the period 1914 to 1939.
Image: 2009, Ron Mason, Wollstonecraft.

The exhibits are mostly presented behind glass in a variety of display cabinets all of which are capable of being locked and are internally lit by 20 watt
fluorescent strips.
The Museum is open to the public on Sundays and at other times for group tours
by prior arrangement.
The collection is made accessible, by special
arrangement, to people interested in historical research.
Museum Outreach
The Museum also has a very active outreach programme. Its vehicle collection
participates in various parades such as the Australian Reserve Forces Day March
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and community functions such as agricultural shows, festiviles and other civic
occassions.

The Lancers’ mobile museum at the City of Blacktown’s celebrations for 100 years of Local
Government held at Blacktown in May 2006.
Image: Athol Samson, Lancers’ Despatch, 11th August 2006.

The Museum has had a website for the last 11 years and this is well patronised
with individual visitors now averaging almost 7,000 per month and with an
average of 1.17 visits per visitor.22 The majority of visitors are from Australia,
Great Britain, US and Canada.

22

Statistics of Lancers.org.au [2009-03] – main, Monthly History January to March 2009.
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OVERVIEW OF THE COLLECTION
The collection represents a complete and continuous history of the 1st/15th Royal
New South Wales Lancers, from its origins in 1885 through to the present day.
It shows the evolution of the uniforms, weaponry and equipment of the
Australian cavalry, from horses and lances, through to early mechanisation and
the introduction of heavy armour.
It also includes many personal items such as diaries, photographs and other
memorabilia belonging to members of the Regiment as-well-as nominal rolls,
casualty lists, logs, reports, ledgers, registers, correspondence, manuals and
pamphlets relating to the administration of the Regiment.
The collection is a largely untapped research resource. Examples from the
collection include:
1. Paper Based Items
One of the mementoes in
Lieutenant Timothy’s scrap book is
his invitation to Queen Victoria’s
Diamond Jubilee Reception and
Ball held in the London Guild Hall
on the 5th July 1897.
Image: 2009, Ron Mason,
Wollstonecraft.

The museum holds a wide array of original, paper based items such as personal
diaries, scrap books, programmes, note books, certificates, maps, sketches and
books. Examples are:




The 1897 scrapbook of Lieutenant Felix C Timothy who was with the Lancers’
detachment sent to form part of Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee mounted
escort [992-017-1 (cat 2764)].
Much of the scrapbook is devoted to
personal invitations to public and private social and ceremonial celebrations
from a virtual “whose who” of London society;
The personal diary of Major G. L. Lee, [2009-115 (cat 4348)].
Lee
commanded the second Half Squadron of Lancers which departed for South
Africa on the 28th October 1899 and was accompanied by the warcorrespondent and poet Banjo Patterson. Lee's diary begins shortly before
embarkation & continues day by day through the Lancers’ deployment in
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South Africa including engagements with the Boers. The diary also contains
five poems written by Patterson, dated before their official publication &
signed or initialed by him;
The 1897-1900 scrapbook kept by the sister of Corporal Ben Harkus [2009125 (cat 4358)]. Harkus was with the Lancer detachments to England in
1897 and 1899. He was feted in both England and Australia for his prowess
as a horseman but when he returned to Australia to take care of his wife &
children rather than go to South Africa he was vilified in the press as a
coward. He subsequently departed for South Africa with a group of Lancer
reinforcements but shortly after rejoining his Squadron he died of enteric
fever. The scrapbook traces his fortunes from hero to "coward", the public
sorrow following his death and the restoration of his reputation; and
An illuminated scroll presented by the Parramatta community to Trooper Ash
Whitney, on his return from the Boer War in 1901, [2009-155 (Cat 4389)].

2. Photographs
Some of the collection’s framed
photographs are on display in the
Regimental Museum – such as
these in Room 2. They include
original portraits, groups and
scenes depicting the Regiment’s
activities. However, the collection
has many more photographs
[individual photographs and
those in photo albums] and these
are kept in steel filing cabinets in
the museum’s work room. The
museum is currently digitally
copying these photographs.
Image: 2009, Ron Mason, Wollstonecraft.

The Museum has a comprehensive range of photographs covering the life of the
Regiment. They include early framed portraits, groups and scenes depicting
Regimental activities [some of which are on exhibition], photo albums belonging
to members of the Regiment, individual photographs that have been donated by
members and a more recent digitized collection. Examples include:


Captain C. F. Cox's personal photo album 1899-1900, [990-034 (cat 2558)].
Cox’s album covers the first Half Squadron's embarkation from Sydney in
1899, their time training in England and their early time in South Africa. The
scrapbook contains an original photograph of the Lancers contingent, with
each one of its members separately identified by Cox and a signed
photograph of Lord Roberts, C-in-C of the British Army;
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Major G. L. Lee’s photo album, [2009-116 (cat 4349)]. Lee commanded the
second Half Squadron of Lancers who travelled to South Africa where Lee
then assumed command from Captain Cox. Lee’s album includes original
photos of the Australian troops campaigning in the Boer War, day to day
army life on the Veldt and significant Boer buildings in Bloemfontein and
Pretoria; and
A 1906, signed and inscribed, studio, portrait photograph of Lt Colonel W. L.
Vernon, [978-131 (cat 220)]. Vernon commanded the Regiment from 1903 to
1907 and was the NSW Government architect who designed the Mitchell
Library, the NSW Art Gallery & the Registrar General's Office.

3. Organisation and Administration

The collection includes manuals, pamphlets and books from the mid-nineteenth century to the
present day. This photograph shows some of these publications which are kept in the Museum’s
workroom.
Images: 2009, Ron Mason, Wollstonecraft.

The collection contains an extensive array of original Regimental records such as
musters and nominal rolls [from the late 1880’s until after World War 2 when
nominal rolls stopped being held at unit level], casualty lists, pay returns
[including those for the Lancers serving in the Boer War], cash book, Regimental
accounts, logs, reports, ledgers, registers, correspondence, pamphlets and
training manuals relating to the organisation and administration of the Regiment
from the late 19th Century. Examples include:
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The 1886-1888 Outwards Correspondence Book of Lt Colonel MM MacDonald,
commander of the newly established NSW Cavalry, [2009-096 (cat 4329)].
MacDonald chaired the initial meeting of citizens interested in the creation of
a cavalry force in NSW in 1884 and is known as the “Father of Australian
Cavalry”. His Correspondence Ledger provides insights into the challenges
and issues involved in the establishment and organization of the Colony’s first
cavalry force, as well as MacDonald’s leadership style;
1894-5 Ledger containing confidential personnel reports on all officers in the
NSW Mounted Brigade, [2009-098 (cat 4331)].
These reports provide
insights into the qualities of various officers including some who rose to
significance such as GL Lee;
Major Lee's hand written nominal roll for the Regiment during the Boer War,
[2009-119 (cat 4352)]. The roll identifies every Lancer who participated in
the Boer War, with the major and minor actions in which each participated
together with comments, such as “killed in action”, “taken prisoner at
(location)”, “contracted enteric fever”, etc;
Equipment ledgers identifying the equipment allocated to the Regiment at
different times and in different roles such as an agreement for the hire of a
privately owned truck [when the Regiment became motorized in the late
1930’s] and Matilda Tank records from when the Regiment became a tank
regiment in 1942;
A comprehensive collection of training manuals, pamphlets and books from
the mid-nineteenth century to the present day that correspond with the
changing roles and equipment of the Regiment. The collection includes a
significant number dating from the time when the NSW Government
produced no official military training material and when serving officers wrote
training books and pamphlets which were sold through civilian bookshops. If
sufficiently successful, these books became the de facto official training
documents. The collection of training manuals is complimented by a large
collection of photographs and, latterly, film and video of the Regiment and its
members in barracks and field training situations throughout its history; and
Original unit war diaries, battle maps, aerial photographs & reports of the 1st
Armoured Regiment's assault at Balikpapan, Australia's largest amphibious
armoured assault in WW2.
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4. Uniforms, Medals, Saddlery and Accoutrements
This is an example of the Officer pattern, full
dress uniform, with accoutrements, worn by
the NSW Lancers during the period 18891906. [989-006-1 (cat 3318)].
This uniform belonged to Lieutenant
Colonel Burns of the Burns Philp Company.
Burns was the commander of the Regiment
from 1887 to 1903; commander of the 1st
Australian Light Horse Brigade 1903-07;
MLC 1908 and was knighted 1917. He was
the driving force & chief financier for the
lancer detachments sent to the UK in 1897
and 1899, the latter leading to the Regiment
providing the first Australian and overseas
troops to see active service in the Boer War
Image: 2009, Ron Mason, Wollstonecraft.

The Museum’s collection shows the evolution of uniforms, from the formation of
the NSW Lancers to the modern era. All of the uniforms in the collection have
been worn by Lancers.
The uniforms range from the late 19th century when they were highly ornate and
expensive and showed little regard for battlefield camouflage and practicality to
the utilitarian camouflage dress of today.
Most of the early uniforms in the collection were worn by officers, many of whom
were also prominent members of NSW society. These include Sir James Burns,
Sir John Sulman and Walter Liberty Vernon. In the nineteenth century officers
had to buy [and sometimes design] their own uniforms. As valuable personal
property these uniforms tended to be kept by their families and therefore
became available for inclusion in the museum collection.
The early uniforms of other ranks [ORs] were issued by the Government. These
uniforms were handed back when the soldier left the Regiment and subsequently
reissued to others, until they became unusable and were destroyed. As a
consequence the museum has few examples of these early uniforms.
The collection has uniforms from pre-Federation to the present day and includes
both complete uniforms and individual items such as tunics, jackets, cloaks,
vests, pantaloons, overalls, boots, helmets, caps, hats, plumes and
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accoutrements such as badges, belts, sabretache, pouches, lanyards, spurs,
canes and whistles. It also holds service medals, banners and flags; a range of
saddles and related items such as whips, stirrups, pack saddles and feed bags.
Examples are:















Pre-Federation uniforms and equipment belonging to Lt Colonels Burns:
[989-006-1 (cat 3318)] & [ 989-004-1 (cat 2418)] and Vernon [993-0271(cat 2744)] & [993-024 (cat 2741)] and Lieutenant [later Sir John] Sulman
[978-008-11 (cat 44)], [978-008-8 (cat 40)], [978-008-10a (cat 42)] &
[978-008-12 (cat 45)];
A khaki drill, [British issue], service uniform worn by other ranks [978-277
(cat 445)] and a British helmet [982-638 (cat 1843)]. This uniform was
adopted by the Lancers in South Africa in preference to its traditional
uniform. The helmet was introduced at short notice because the Australian
slouch hat was being mistaken by the British troops for similar Boer
headwear [and so the change was made to prevent the Lancers from coming
under British fire]. This uniform and accoutrements are part of a collection of
personal issue items belonging to Trooper E B Treatt and Sergeant T. M.
Hawkey;
A WW1 summer service uniform with insignias - 1st Light Horse colour patch
with “A” [indicating Anzac veteran], Service Chevrons and Silver Stripe
[indicating that the wearer had been wounded [2009-008 (cat 4235)]. The
uniform is complete and includes jacket, breeches, boots, leggings, spurs,
leather belt and bandolier and khaki fur felt hat;
10 woven bullion and cloth badges awarded to Sergeant-Trumpeter Crouch,
NSW Lancers, for skill at arms from 1877 to 1895-6 [978-010-1 to 978-01010]. Sergeant-Trumpeter Crouch was a member of the NSW Cavalry team to
compete in the Royal Military Tournaments in Islington and Dublin in 1893.
The team formed part of the escort for Queen Victoria at the opening of the
Imperial Institute. The team won a total of 8 first places and numerous other
places in competition with cavalry regiments from the United Kingdom and
India;
A Jubilee medal personally presented to Sergeant Major Mackenzie’s by
Queen Victoria in 1897 [2004-028 (cat 3874)]. Mackenzie was a member of
the Queen’s Colonial mounted escort at the Jubilee parade in London in 1897.
All members of the contingent received the medal, however, only a
representative few had the medal personally presented by the Queen;
Four Queen’s South Africa Medals of Boer War medals awarded to members
of the Regiment, including two with six campaign clasps [of a total maximum
of eight], [980-009 (cat 978)];
Various items of personal equipment & memorabilia from the Boer War, such
as Trooper Whitney's "housewife" [978-090 (cat 163)];
The Regiment's first King's banner, presented to it in 1904 by the Governor
General Lord Hopetoun at the Kings Birthday Royal Review in Melbourne,
[978-067 and 978-068]. The King’s Colours were presented to each of the
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18 regiments of Australian Light Horse, Royal Australian Artillery and the
Australian Army Medical Corps by direction of King Edward VII in recognition
of their service in the Boer War;
The uniform worn by Major General [later Lieutenant General Sir] John
Northcott, when He commanded the British Commonwealth Occupation Force
in Japan after WW2, [2009-171-3 (cat 4408)]. The collection also has his
vehicle pennants as: commander of the British Commonwealth Occupation
Force in Japan; commander of the 1 Australian Armoured Division in WW2;
and Administrator of the Commonwealth and Governor of NSW;

Officer’s, brown leather, riding saddle with a
pair of saddle pouches attached to the
pommel, blanket roll fitted behind the
cantle and George VI pattern cavalry
officer’s sword and scabbard. The scabbard
is attached to a brown leather horseshoe
carrier which has a sword frog and strap
attached to its outside.
The collection has 5 riding saddles and 1
pack saddle as-well-as other items of
saddlery covering the pre-Federation period
up until 1936 when the Regiment gave up
its horses for mechanized transport.
This particular saddle was used during the
period 1920 -1940 by Lieutenant-Colonel H.
I. Wikner who commanded the Regiment
from 1927 to 1929.
Image: 2009, Ron Mason, Wollstonecraft.

5. Regimental Band and Instruments
The Regimental Band is one of Australia’s oldest. It was founded as a mounted
band by the Maitland Half Squadron in 1891 and was subsequently moved to
Sydney by Lieutenant-Colonel Burns when he assumed command. The Band
was dismounted in 1915.
The Band has always paraded with the Regiment and worn the Regimental
uniform. However, between the wars it was redesignated as the 4th Cavalry
Brigade Band, and did not return to the Regiment until 1948. It is now the only
band in the Australian Armoured Corps and therefore doubles as the Corps Band.
In addition to musical instruments such as drums, bugles and trumpets, the
museum holds copies of sheet music, including the “Cavalry Waltz” and the
“Lancers March”, both specially written for the Regiment in the late nineteenth
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century. Unfortunately all the original scores and arrangements, a collection of
over 100 hundred years, and most of the collection of band uniforms, were
destroyed in a fire at the Barracks in the 1980’s. However, surviving examples
include:

This photograph is from the Lancers’
collection. It shows one of the Regiment’s
bandsmen [Wellings, 1910-1912] wearing the
Regimental uniform – although of a clearly
inferior quality to that worn by the officers.
Image: 2009, Ron Mason, Wollstonecraft.









The blue coloured uniform specially made for the Band which played at the
opening of the refurbished Government House, Parramatta by Queen
Elizabeth 11 in 1970.
The Regimental Band's two, original drum-horse kettle-drums [978-408-2,
cat 583] and bannerettes [or drapes] embroidered with the Carrington Crest
and crossed lances [978-408, (cat 5847)];
A silver trumpet engraved: “Presented to the NSW Lancers by the pupils of
the Girls High School on the occasion of the departure of a Squadron
proceeding on active service in S Africa October 28, 1899”. Makers Boosey &
Co. [978-091]; and
Bugle engraved: “Presented by Lt Col The Hon Kenneth Mackay to the South
African Squadron 1st Australian Horse 17th January 1900”. Maker Cousesnon
& Cie, Paris. [978-092].
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Although this kettle drum [978-017, (cat70)] is
included in the Lancers’ collection it is not one
that was used by its Regimental Band. It is
identified as originating with the 80th
Regiment of Foot [Staffordshire Volunteers]
and bearing the date 1867. The Staffordshire
Volunteers were raised at Chatham in the UK
in 1793. In 1836 and 1837 the Regiment
travelled to NSW as convict escorts and from
1837 to 1841 was headquartered at Windsor
NSW with a detachment at Parramatta. In
1841 the Regiment’s Headquarters moved to
Parramatta where it remained until 1845
when it departed for service in India.
By 1867 [the date attributed to the drum] the
Regiment was back in England. How the
drum came into the possession of the Lancers
is unknown but there is a clear connection
between the 80th Regiment and the
Parramatta Barracks.
Image: 2009, Ron Mason, Wollstonecraft.

6. Weapons
The collection demonstrates the evolution of weaponry and battle-tactics used by
the Royal New South Wales Lancers from cavalry, to lancers, light horse, and
mechanisation firstly as a machine gun regiment and then as a tank regiment.
It includes sabres, lances, swords, rifles [from early breech loading to WW2
carbines], machine-guns [up until the post WW2 period] and tanks.
Initially the New South Wales Lancers were raised as light dragoons and their
weapons and battle tactics were based on the English light dragoon units which
were armed with sabre and rifle and tasked with a ‘light cavalry’ role of scouting
and providing flank protection for the infantry.
However, when Colonel
Richardson, the Commanding Officer of the New South Wales Military Forces,
returned from the Sudan Campaign he convinced the Governor that his mounted
escort should be armed with lances. As a consequence, the tactics adopted by
the Regiment reflected those of both the mounted infantry [mounted infantry
units had been introduced in NSW in 1888] and lancers.
However, when the Regiment was deployed to South Africa it found that its
lances were ineffective against the guerrilla tactics and the new long-range
Mauser rifles used by the Boer troops. Mounted infantry tactics proved more
effective and from this time on lances were only used by the Regiment for
ceremonial purposes.
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The next significant development was the machine gun, which countered the
mobility of horse mounted troops and the frontal attack of infantry. Just as
improved rifles made the lance redundant during the Boer War, the use of the
machine gun in WWI resulted in the development of the tank and brought to an
end the use of mounted troops.
During the inter-war period a number of light horse regiments, including the
New South Wales Lancers, were dismounted and reorganised into motorised
machine gun regiments. The motorised machine gun regiment, a concept that
had evolved in both Britain and the axis countries, provided the ability to move
effective groups of weapons with heavy fire power around the battlefield very
quickly.
Examples of weapons in the collection include:








An 1822 pattern cavalry officer’s sabre, [978-008-10a (cat 42)]. The blade
is decorated on both sides with scroll work and other motifs including the
Royal Coat of Arms and VR monogram. It is also engraved with the name
Lieutenant J. Sulman [later Sir John Sulman, the eminent architect and town
planner] and was gifted to the Regiment as part of the Sulman Collection;
An 1850 pattern Terry Carbine, a British made, breech loading rifle that
belonged to Lieutenant Colonel P. V. Vernon, the Regiment’s Commanding
Officer, [979-025 (cat 676)]. It is representative of the early form of rifle
issued to the Police and Cadets to replace the flintlock muskets that had been
used up until this time;
An 1880-85 period bamboo lance [branded “NSW Govt 607”] that was
presented to the Regiment in 1957 by Sir John Northcott, Governor of NSW
and the Regiment’s honorary colonel, [983-016]; and
An early wooden training lance, used by the New South Wales lancers when
they operated as lancers [978-004 (cat 28)], rare and possibly unique,
together with an 1893 photograph of a New South Wales Lancer [from K
troop – the Parramatta Troop] at Aldershot, England using the training lance
with a British cavalry instructor [978-030 (cat 86)];

The collection also includes a number of weapons that are representative of
those used against the Regiment in its various active service roles. Examples
include:




An 1896 Mauser rifle captured by one of Captain Cox’s men during the Boer
War [998-014 (cat 3483)]. This rifle is inscribed on the butt “J L Kruger”.
Kruger is thought to be related to Paul Kruger the President of Transvaal and
later the President of South Africa; and
A 1918 German manufactured Bergman MP 18.1 sub-machine gun, [988-010
(cat 357)]. This weapon was captured by it during WW1 and is a rare
example and the forerunner in the development of sub-machine guns.
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This is an Australian, Vickers .303 Medium
Machine Gun, [Serial Number MA41]. [979067-1 (Cat 731)]. It was used by 2/2nd Machine
Gun Regiment during WW2 and generally by
the Australian Military until the 1950’s. It is
representative of the weapons used by the
NSW Lancers from 1916 and demonstrates the
evolution of its weaponry.
The uniform is a WW2, OR pattern, service
dress jacket and bears the colour patch of the
2/2nd Machine Gun Battalion, [982-602
(Cat1786)].
The German banner was captured by the 2/2nd
when it was in the Middle East at Mersa
Merath.
Image: 2009, Ron Mason, Wollstonecraft.

7. Military Vehicles
Following WWI the tank and armoured fighting vehicle replaced the cavalry and
in 1936 the New South Wales Lancers gave up their horses to become a
motorised regiment. Initially this was as a motorised machinegun regiment but
during WW2 it became a tank unit – firstly as the 1st Australian Tank Battalion
and, later as the 1st Australian Armoured Regiment.
When the Pacific war broke out the tank had only been used in open country in
support of infantry. The ability of enemy infantry to get close in the jungle,
made the tank vulnerable and conventional wisdom was that only very small,
light tanks could be used in jungle warfare. However, after development and
trials carried out at the Armoured Corps Centre, Puckapanyal [the museum has
an extensive collection of photographs and manuals dealing with these trials] the
Regiment was issued with British Matilda tanks and became the first unit to
successfully use them in jungle fighting in New Guinea in 1943-4.
The Regiment subsequently returned to Australia where improved waterproofing
of the Matilda was developed. This was important for the success of subsequent
seaborn assaults in the south west Pacific including Balikpapan in Borneo where
the Regiment took part in what was to be Australia’s greatest amphibious
armoured campaign.
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1940-1 Matilda Infantry Tank Mark
IV, Tank Number 19011, Named
“ADONIS”; [997-046 (cat 3460)].
The Matilda Tank was in service
with the British Army at the start
of WW2 but was found to be
inadequate for their purposes and
so 350 were purchased for the
Australian Army. The Regiment
pioneered the use of the Matildas
in jungle warfare in New Guinea
and later at Balikpapan [North
Borneo]. The museum has 2
Matildas. The second, identified
as “ACE” was used by the
Regiment at Balikpapan and is
awaiting restoration.
Image: 2009, Ron Mason,
Wollstonecraft.

The Matilda tanks continued to be used by the Regiment until 1955 when they
were phased out because spare parts had become scarce and they were no
longer economically viable. The Matilda was later replaced by another British
tank the Centurion but during the intervening period the Regiment used
Staghound Armoured Cars.
In the 1970s the Museum started a collection of Military Vehicles and set about
restoring them. It now operates these vehicles as an historical collection with its
own registration with the approval of the RTA.
Its historical vehicles attend
various functions and displays as a source of revenue and to promote the
Museum.
Included in the collection are two Matilda tanks. According to Lancers’ history,
all the Matilda tanks used at Balikpapan were dumped into the sea at the war’s
end and only three, which were in the mechanic’s workshops at the time, were
brought back to Australia. One of these three tanks is now in the Lancers’
collection. It is identified as “ACE” and was driven by one of the Lancers’
Association members, the late Len Betts with David Donald as the Crew
Commander. Ace [all tanks in the Regiment’s ”A“ Squadron were identified by
names beginning with the letter A] was found on a farm in the Southern
Highlands of New South Wales and purchased for the museum’s collection. Like
many of the WW2 tanks its gun turret had been removed and it had been
adapted for use as agricultural machinery. Ace is currently stored at the Royal
Australian Engineers Museum Workshop at Moorebank where it is awaiting
restoration. The second Matilda tank in the collection is not capable of being
made operational and is currently used as a static display at the Lancers’
Museum.
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Centurion Mark 5 Main Battle
Tank.
The Centurion was Britain’s first
attempt to produce a universal
tank and Australia was the first
overseas country to purchase it.
This Centurion was purchased in
the 1960s to replace losses in the
Vietnam War. It is one of the few
fully operational Centurions
remaining in Australia.
In 1971 the Regiment was reequipped with MII3AI Armoured
Personnel Carriers and the
Centurions were phased out.
Image: 2009, Ron Mason,
Wollstonecraft.

In addition to the two Matilda tanks the collection has other vehicles that are
representative of those operated by the Regiment or associated support units
and includes:










One of only three Covenanter bridge laying tanks left in the world;
The only WW2 Dingo Scout Car in Australia. The scout car requires some
repairs to be operational;
A fully operational WW2 Staghound armoured car;
Ferret Mark 1 & 2 Scout Cars;
Bren Gun Carrier;
Austin Champ;
Land Rover Gun Buggy for a 106mm Recoilless Rifle (RCL);
Mark 2 LAD Land Rover and
A Centurion Mark 5 Main Battle Tank armed with stabilised 20 pounder gun,
[997-022 (cat 3384)]. The Centurion was introduced to the Australian Army
in 1952 in succession to the Matilda.
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8. Communications

1918 Heliograph Mk VII with tripod and case,
[2009-037 (cat 3937)]. This was an early means
of communications used by the Regiment in the
Boer War and WW1.
The heliograph was used to send flashes of
sunlight in a series of dots and dashes which
could be read at a receiving station [some
considerable distance away] as Morse code. It
consisted of a mirror set on a metal base which
allows the mirror to be positioned on such a way
as to reflect sunlight to a particular site. When
operating over a long distance a telescope was
used to assist in receiving the signals.
When operating with the sunlight behind it a
second mirror was used to reflect sunlight onto
the operating mirror
Image: 2009, 1/15 Royal NSW Lancers Museum.

The development of armour and transport was paralleled by the development of
effective and rapid communications as things become more mobile with dispatch
riders with messages on horseback to pigeons, the heliograph, wireless and
radio. Examples of these different means of communications are held by the
museum including a pigeon message book and a message bag that was dropped
from early aircraft.
Whilst radios were installed in tanks, they were large, heavy and not portable.
The early pack [portable] sets were heavy and some cumbersome. Reliability
was also an issue. The Army was still using complicated battery operated
telephone systems connected by wire during WW2 when operating from a fixed
position with a switchboard to allow connection with the trenches. Changing
tactics and technology, lead to the rapid development of radio technology in
armoured units.
The collection demonstrates the development of communications as the
technology, and the corresponding development of tactics and weaponry.
Examples include:


A 1914 Aerial Message Bag, [978-417 (cat 609)] used during active service in
Middle East in WW1. The message bag allowed air reconnaissance planes to
provide intelligence to ground forces by dropping messages. The bag in the
Lancers’ collection was used by Lieutenant Colonel A J Mills. Mills had a
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distinguished military career. He was absorbed into the Lancers’ Parramatta
Squadron in 1902 and rose to be commander of the 1st Cavalry Division.
During WWI he joined the 1st Light Horse early in 1915 and subsequently
commanded the 4th Anzac Battalion of the Imperial Camel Corps and the 15th
Light Horse. He was awarded the DSO and twice Mentioned in Dispatches.
After the war he commanded the 7th Light Horse Regiment and later the 1st
Light Horse Regiment [NSW Lancers];
A 1918 Pigeon service message pad with instructions used by the Regiment
for urgent communications during WWI, [978-252 (cat 404)]; and
A 1938 Wireless Set No 11 [Aust], Serial Number 2033, manufactured by
AWA, [2009-167 (cat 4401)]. Radios such as this were used in the Australian
Army in a wide range of vehicles from tanks to trucks [including the
Regiment’s armoured vehicles in the WWII era] for communications in the
4.2-7.5 MHz range. Its effective range was 3-20 miles depending on the type
of amplifier and aerial combination.

9. Memorabilia
1900 chocolate tin [992-005-1
(Cat 2646)]. This tin bears the
Imperial Crown with V I R
monogram and the
inscription: “I wish you a
happy New Year - Victoria IR”.
It is a rare example of a
comfort gift given to the
British & colonial troops
during the Boer War by HRH
Victoria for Christmas 1900.
Image: 2009, Ron Mason,
Wollstonecraft.

The memorabilia held in the collection includes commemorative mugs, plates,
tins, chocolate boxes, pin-back badges, cigarette cards, tapestry and souvenirs.
Examples are:





A gold tassel souvenired from Queen Victoria's 1893 processional carriage by
a member of the NSW Lancers’ Contingent of the Queen’s Colonial mounted
escort, [978-014 (cat 67)];
An official flag of the Orange Free State Republic that was souvenired at the
fall of Bloenfontein. [978-044 (cat 114)];
An Australian patriotic plate commemorating the South African War with a
central transfer showing mounted fighting Lancers and the inscription “Our
Boys at the Front” above and “For Queen and Country” below, [978-101 (cat
174)]; and
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An enamel mug used by Major G M Macarthur-Onslow as his bath at Gallipoli
and which illustrates the bare basics experienced by the Soldiers on Gallipoli.
Major Macarthur-Onslow, later Brigadier General, was the first commanding
officer on formation of the 1 Light Horse, AIF and was subsequently
Commander of the 1st Cavalry Division after the war, no accession number.
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COMPARATIVE COLLECTIONS
There are a number of collections that can be compared to specific aspects of the the 1st/15th
Royal New South Wales Lancers Memorial Museum collection, however, none of these
collections:




Focus on the 1st/15th Royal New South Wales Lancers;
Are as comprehensive in terms of the range of material that is held or cover as great a
period of time; or
Has the unique association with the Lancer Barracks and more generally the history of
Parramatta.

The most comparable in terms of:


Colonial and Federation history [specifically the relationship between the cultural and
social heritage of New South Wales and the military] is:
-

The Army Museum of NSW [Victoria Barracks]. The primary aim of this museum is
to “excite curiosity and interest in the Army heritage of New South Wales, from
1788 to the present, and to promote [an] understanding of the significance of the
Army as an integral part of the culture and social heritage of New South Wales”. It
“collects, preserves and exhibits the history of the British, colonial and Australian
Army in New South Wales from First Fleet to today”. 23
This museum is a general military museum and although the NSW Lancers had a
squadron based there in their early days the museum does not have a particular
interest in the cavalry.
The Army Museum of NSW comes under the auspices of the Army History Unit
[AHU] and is classified as a Regional Museum [and there are similar museums in
the other states]. The mission of the AHU is to “serve the Army by assisting it to
meet its goals by promoting the study and understanding of Army's history and
traditions within Army and also by utilising Army's rich heritage to foster continued
good standing with the community”. In other words its primary interest is internal to
the army and in the military history of NSW in general.



The Light Horse are:
-

23

8th/13th Victorian Mounted Rifles Regiment [VMR] Museum, North Bandiana. The
primary aim of this collection is to preserve artifacts and documents relating to the
light horse and armoured units that make up the lineage of the 8/13th VMR. These
units include the 8th [Indi] Light Horse, the 13th (Gippsland) Light Horse, the 20th
[Victorian Mounted Rifles] Light Horse, the 2/8th Armoured Regiment, the 2/8th
Divisional Cavalry Regiment, the 13th Armoured Regiment and the 20th Motor
Regiment. The museum has a secondary focus, that of preserving aspects of the
military heritage of the Albury-Wodonga region. The museum includes a collection
of armoured fighting vehicles of the type that have been in service with 8th/13th
VMR at various times. The vehicles are a Centurion tank; Staghound armoured car,
White scout car, and Ferret scout car.

Army Museum of NSW Website, www.defence.gov.au/arm/ArmyMuseumofNSW.
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-

2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment, Queensland Mounted Infantry Museum, Gallipoli
Barracks, Enoggera, Queensland. This museum collects, preserves and exhibits
the history of the Queensland Mounted Infantry, 2nd Light Horse Regiment, 14th
Light Horse Regiment and the 2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment.

-

12th/16th Hunter River Lancers & 24th Light Horse Regimental Collection, Armidale,
NSW. This museum collects, preserves and exhibits the history of the 12th Light
Horse Regiment, 16th Light Horse Regiment, 24th Light Horse Regiment and the
12th/16th Hunter River Lancers.

-

4th/19th Prince of Wales Light Horse Regiment Historical Collection, Simpson
Barracks, MacLeod, Victoria. This museum collects and preserves the history of
the 4th, 19th and 4th/19th Light Horse and Prince of Wales Light Horse Regiments.

-

5th Light Horse and Military Museum Gympie, Queensland. This came into being in
1991as a consequence of the efforts of a group of local light horse enthusiasts.
The Gympie Museum displays the weaponry and uniforms used by the light horse.
The Museum contains photographic records of individuals who served with the 5th
Light Horse Regiment together with service medals from ex-serving member of the
Regiment. The museum also contains a collection of memorabilia and has a library
which is available for research.

-

Although the Victorian Mounted Rifles Museum is understood to have a
comprehensive collection in respect of the Victorian Light Horse, it and the
Queensland Mounted Infantry Museum, Prince of Wales Light Horse Regiment
Historical Collection and the Hunter River Lancers & 24th Light Horse Regimental
Collection are classified as “Unit Collections” or “Unit History Rooms” by the Army
History Unit and the AHU defines their role as being to “present unit history to the
unit's soldiers to develop esprit de corps and enhance unit training by increasing
the understanding of unit history”. [However, some units provide access to these
rooms for the wider community].
All of these collections are relatively small but notwithstanding this they would
include some items that are the same as or similar to some material in the 1st/15th
Royal New South Wales Lancers collection. However, their focus is very much on
their specific unit and locality and they would not be as comprehensive in terms of
the range of material or period covered.


Tanks would be:
-

The Royal Australian Armoured Corps [RAAC] Memorial & Army Tank Museum,
Hopkins Barracks Puckapunyal Victoria [which includes an Australian Light Horse
exhibit 1880s-1945]. The aim of this museum is to “preserve, exhibit and interpret
armoured vehicles, artefacts, icons and memorabilia in order to promote and
commemorate Australia's Light Horse and Armoured heritage. With this in mind we
have more than just vehicles on display; we have two unique halls devoted to the
history, people and technology associated with the Light Horse and the modern
armoured corps.”
The museum has more than 70 armoured fighting vehicles on display and is one of
the largest armour museums in the Southern hemisphere. The RAAC Museum is
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identified as a “Corps Museum” and comes under the control of the Army History
Unit.
Although the RAAC Museum has some light horse displays its primary focus is on
the Armoured Corps and armoured vehicles and their development. Accordingly, it
has armoured vehicles which are similar to those in the 1st/15th Royal New South
Wales Lancers collection. However, unlike the vehicles in the RAAC collection, the
importance of the vehicles in the Lancers’ collection is not as examples of
armoured vehicles. Their importance is in demonstrating the evolution of the
Regiment from a mounted troop to a tank unit. They are also important in
explaining the Regiment’s role in WW2 – this is particularly so with the Matida
Tank, identified as “Ace” which was used by the Regiment at Balikpapan.
The Australian War Memorial [AWM] also holds material that is similar to some of the items
held at the 1st /15th Royal New South Wales Lancers Museum. However, the focus of the
AWM is national rather than being focused on specific units or localities.
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PART III
ASSESSMENT
COLLECTION

OF

THE

MOST

SIGNIFICANT

ITEMS

IN

THE

The Lancers’ museum collection is a comprehensive archive [with 5,530 items catalogued to
date] that tells the story of the Royal NSW Lancers’ Regiment, from its origins in 1885 to the
present day.
As a first step towards the identification of the most significant items in the collection a group
of the museum’s volunteer staff identified 388 objects that they considered to be particularly
important.
The group then refined this list to 205 items, prepared preliminary Statements of Significance
for each and organised the items into ten broad themes. From this it was clear that
individually all of these items are significant for the history of the Lancers. However, it was
also clear that some items were more significant than others and that some were significant
for reasons that were additional to their contribution to an understanding of the Regiment’s
history. It was also concluded that the breadth and depth of the collection was in itself
significant.
Having regard for this, the consultants further refined the selection and identified 48 objects
as being the most significant. The majority of these objects:




Relate to the late 19th Century and Federation period;
Are rare and not to be found in other collections; and
Have great potential as research resources.

The items are grouped into two broad categories:



Collections of items relating to significant members of the Regiment; and
Individual items relating to other themes of the Regiment’s history [the other themes
are Scrapbooks; Organisation and Administration; Uniforms; Weapons; Transport
and Equipment; Ceremonial; and the Regimental Band].
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ITEMS RELATING TO SIGNIFICANT MEMBERS OF THE REGIMENT
1. MAJOR G. L. LEE COLLECTION
1.1 PERSONAL DIARY, 1899 to 1900

Accession Number: 2009-115 [cat4348].
Object Description: Lee's diary commences on the 28th October 1899 [just prior to the first
contingent of Lancers boarding the SS Kent, in Sydney, bound for South Africa] and finishes
on the 26th February 1900 [when the Lancers are camped at Koodoesrandrift, north-east of
the entrenchments of the Boer General, Piet Cronje, at Paardeberg]. The diary has 91
pages with entries which are in four sections:
1. A day by day account of the Lancers’ voyage to South Africa and its early
engagements with the Boers including the liberation of Kimberley and their arrival at
Paardeberg;
2. Copies of the Squadron’s inwards and outwards correspondence from the 4th
November 1899 to the 8th November 1899. It includes copies of letters received, the
responses and copies of telegrams sent;
3. The lists of the 170 horses, both Imperial and colonial, transported on the SS Kent
with instructions from the British Remount Officer [Major Thompson of the 7th
Dragoon Guards, Commanding the Imperial Remount Committee] and the Boards of
Inquiry into the deaths of horses during the voyage and the resultant
correspondence; and
4. Seven poems, five of which are by A. B. Banjo Paterson. The Paterson poems are:
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Untitled [but later published as Reveille] - dated 25th November 1899;
There’s Another Blessed Horse Fell Down - dated 25th November 1899;
The Rum Parade - dated 26th November 1899;
Driver Smith - undated; and
Johnny Boer - undated.

“There’s Another Blessed Horse Fell Down” and “Johnny Boer” are both written in
Patterson’s handwriting while “The Rum Parade” is initialled by Paterson. Reveille is
about the Lancers.
In addition to the Paterson poems there are two others. The first, which is undated
and most probably written by Lee while on the SS Kent, is his first impressions of
Paterson while the second is written by P. W. Grant Pinnock [Headquarters,
Queensland Defence Forces] on the 21st December 1900 during the return voyage
on board the SS Orient.
Note: The Australian War Memorial also has a Lee Diary which is catalogued as AWM 1,
4/6:

1.
2.

Diary of Major G L Lee, Officer Commanding NSW Lancers contingent, 28th October
1899 to 30th January 1900, en route to and serving in South Africa; and
Reports on operations in South Africa submitted to HQ Military Forces Sydney by
Major Lee, CO NSW Lancers, January to December 1900.

It includes a long and defensive account of the first reverse involving Australian troops in the
war, the ambush at Slingersfontein, in January 1900.
Further investigations should be undertaken to determine its relationship to the diary held in
the Lancers’ Collection.
Dimensions: 350mm x 210mm
Provenance: Gift from the estate of Lee.
Condition: Fair. However, the binding on the spine is badly broken and one of Paterson’s
handwritten poems [Johnny Boer] is fading badly.
Historical Context: George Leonard Lee was born on 25th June 1860 at West Maitland,
New South Wales. His father was a draper and merchant, and after leaving school Lee
initially worked in the family business at West Maitland. He commenced his army career on
the 4th October 1889 when he was commissioned in the Maitland troop of the New South
Wales Lancers and during the maritime strike of 1890 acted as adjutant of the partially paid
cavalry and mounted rifles who were enrolled as special police in Sydney. The following year
he travelled to England [for instruction as Colonel Macdonald’s future adjutant] where he
trained and qualified in an equitation course at the Cavalry School, Canterbury, at an Army
Service Corps school and at the School of Musketry, Hythe. He also trained for several
months with the 20th Hussars at Aldershot.
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After returning to Australia he joined the New South Wales Permanent Military Forces as a
captain and from 1892 until 1902 was adjutant of the New South Wales Lancers. Following
the outbreak of the Second South African War in October 1899 the New South Wales
Lancers mobilized a draft to go from Sydney to reinforce their half squadron which had
already proceeded directly to South Africa from England [where it had been training with the
British cavalry]. Lee, who by now had been promoted to the rank of major, was in charge of
the Sydney draft and when it joined the half squadron already in South Africa he assumed
command of the whole Lancer contingent [on the 6th December 1899].
The British army treated these Australian contingents as irregular troops, to be kept in small
formations and placed under experienced British generals. Accordingly, the Lancers were
placed under the command of Lieutenant-General John French's cavalry [the 1st Cavalry
Brigade] and took part in the second phase of the war [from December 1899 until September
1900]. This involved a British counter-offensive, resulting in the capture of most of the major
towns and cities of South Africa. They took part in operations around Colesberg, the relief of
Kimberley, and actions at Paardeberg, Poplar Grove, Driefontein, Zand River,
Johannesburg, Pretoria, Diamond Hill and in the Transvaal east of Pretoria. By the 26th
October 1900 the squadron's year of service had ended and it returned to Australia. For his
service in South Africa Lee was Mentioned in Dispatches and awarded the Distinguished
Service Order.
When Lee’s troops originally set sail for South Africa in October 1899 they were
accompanied by A. B. “Banjo” Paterson. Paterson had been commissioned by the Sydney
Morning Herald and the Melbourne Age as their war correspondent and it was then that Lee
and Paterson became acquainted. Like the Lancers, Paterson was attached to General
French's column and his graphic accounts of the key campaigns included the surrender of
Bloemfontein, the capture of Pretoria and the relief of Kimberley. The quality of his reporting
attracted the notice of the English press and he was appointed as a correspondent for the
international news agency, Reuters. He wrote twelve ballads from his war experiences – five
of which are included in Lee’s diary. The best known are “Johnny Boer” and “With French to
Kimberley”. He also wrote his war memoirs, “Happy Dispatches”, which were published in
1934.
Following his return to Australia Lee resumed duty with the Australian Military Forces. He
was assistant adjutant general and chief staff officer in Victoria in 1902-07. Appointed to the
Administrative and Instructional Staff in 1904, he became a lieutenant-colonel in 1909,
having held brevet rank since 1902. He served in New South Wales from June 1907, and
was commandant in Tasmania in 1911-12 and in Queensland in 1912-17. After that he was
temporarily in command in New South Wales, with the honorary rank of major general from
July 1918 until he was transferred to the retired list on the 13th May 1920 as honorary
lieutenant-general. He was aide-de-camp to the governor-general in 1915-20, and in 1917
was appointed CMG.
Historical Significance: The South African War was a major conflict to which Britain and
her colonies would eventually send nearly 450,000 troops. It is generally thought that about
16,000 Australians fought in the Boer War and this made up over half of the number of
troops from the outlying parts of the Empire. A small number of Australians are also known
to have fought on the Boer side. The troops served in a particularly bitter and bloody war in
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which 282 Australians died in action or from wounds sustained in battle, while 286 died from
disease and another 38 died of accident or other unknown causes. Six Australians received
the Victoria Cross in South Africa, and many others received other decorations.
The Lee collection is a first hand account of the campaigns on the Veldt and contributes to
an understanding of the role played by the Australian forces in the war.
The Paterson poems, included in the diary, all pre-date the published versions and all
contain differences, some significant, from the published versions. They are the earliest
recorded versions of each poem.
Social Significance: The Australian response to the South African War illustrates the
paradoxical nature of Australian nationalism that prevailed at the time of Federation.
Although the Australian colonies were in the process of uniting as one nation, when war
began in South Africa, support for Britain and the Empire remained undimmed. Australians,
who wanted nationhood, also wanted to be part of the "imperial family" and were eager to
prove their worth on the battlefield.
The Lee collection is a first hand account of the campaigns on the Veldt and contributes to
an understanding of the role played by the Australian forces in the war.
A. B. Paterson is recognised as one of Australia’s foremost poets of the late 19th
Century/early 20th Century. His writings [and that of other war correspondents], contributed
to the development of the mythical status of the "Bushman Soldier" for his bush craft, fighting
skills, and personification of the "real" Australian spirit, in what some people would argue is
the forerunner of the brave and noble "Digger" of the First World War.
Research Value: The document has very high research value for Military historians
interested in the Boer War and for students of Australian literature and in particular ‘Banjo’
Paterson.

59

1.2 BOER WAR PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM, 1899 to 1900

Accession Number: 2009-116 [Cat 4349].
Object Description: The majority of the photographs in Lee’s album record the Lancers’
daily life while campaigning on the Veldt. These photos, which were almost certainly taken
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by Lee, are 60mm x 85mm, sepia prints and most are now fading. They are mounted eight
to a page and in total there are 111 prints. Most of these photographs are not identified but
would appear to have some information recorded on the back of the photos [which are now
glued to the album pages].
In addition to the 111 small prints there are another 34 photographs [of varying sizes but
mostly larger than those taken on the Veldt] depicting things such as significant Boer
buildings in Bloemfontein and Pretoria [following the capture of these cities], a Cape Town
hospital, two nurses [inscribed] and the South African President, Paul Kruger, and his wife
[both signed].
At the back of the album is a printed copy of Lee’s Nominal Roll for the Lancers’ South
African Contingent.
Dimensions: 330mm x 255mm.
Provenance: Gift from the estate of Lee.
Condition: Fair, many photos now fading.
Context/Background History: See Item 1.1.
Historical Significance: The album is a rare collection of original photos of Australian
troops campaigning in the Boer War. The photographs were taken in a period that predates
the introduction of Australian Government Official War Correspondents and Photographers
and at a time when photography was not generally accessible. They are the personal
photos of the first Commander of Australian Troops in South Africa.
Social Significance: The Australian response to the South African War illustrates the
paradoxical nature of Australian nationalism that prevailed at the time of Federation.
Although the Australian colonies were in the process of uniting as one nation, when the war
began in South Africa, support for Britain and the Empire remained undimmed. However,
support for the war declined as the conflict dragged on and the devastating effects on Boer
civilians became known [particularly those interned in concentration camps where,
weakened by malnutrition, thousands died of disease]. The album includes photographs of
the Lancers’ daily life on the Veldt. It also includes photographs of Boer civilians leaving
their homes with all their possessions packed in carts.

61

1.3 BOER WAR, LANCERS NOMINAL ROLL, 1899 to 1901

Accession Number: 2009-119 [Cat 4352].
Object Description: Major Lee's hand written nominal roll and notes detailing the
engagements of all Lancers during the Boer War.
Lee has titled the document “Nominal Roll NSW Lancers, General Engagements and
Skirmishes, South Africa Campaign 1899-1900-1”. There are two versions of the roll – Lee’s
original working copy, with notes and queries, and a final version. They consist of nine loose
leafed, double sided foolscap pages with the Lancers names [and numbers] arranged
alphabetically and according to rank down the left hand side of the page and with the
engagements [divided into General Engagements and Minor Engagements] across the top
of the page. Lee has then identified which individual Lancers took part in which
engagements.
Dimensions: Double foolscap.
Provenance: Gift from the estate of Lee.
Condition: Fair.
Related Document: Lee’s “Pay Rolls for members of the NSW Lancers Serving in the Boer
War”, which is also held in the Lancer’s collection, [Item 2009-118].
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Context/Background History: Major L Lee commanded the NSW Lancer contingent that
took part in the South Africa war. For more detail see 1.1.
Historical & Social Significance: Original, hand-written schedule compiled by the Lancers’
commanding Officer during the South African campaign. The schedule identifies all of the
Lancers who served in the Boer War and details the specific engagements, divided into
major and minor, in which each was involved.
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1.4 TRANSVAAL CAMPAIGN MAP, 1900

Accession Number: 2009-117 [cat 4350].
Object Description: Major Lee’s campaign map of the Transvaal. The map is a linen
backed, folded, coloured, lithograph printed by Wurster, Randegger and Cie [J. Schlumpf] of
Winterthur Switzerland. The map is titled “Jeppe’s Map of the Transvaal, S.A. Republic,
Surrounding Territories” and was “Compiled from surveys filed in the Surveyor General’s
Office by Fred. Jeppe Hon. C.M.R.G.S. etc of the Surveyor General’s Department and C. F.
W. Jeppe of the Mining Department” and is dated 1899, Pretoria SA Republic. The map has
a scale of 1:478,000 [English Miles].
The map is signed on the back by Major Lee in black ink with the inscription: “Major G. L.
Lee Comdg. N. S. W. Lancers, Bloemfontein 22.4.00”. On the front of the map there are a
series of blue dots which appear to make camp sites or the route taken by the Lancers
during the Transvaal engagement.
Dimensions: 1000mm x 680mm.
Provenance: Gift from the estate of Lee.
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Condition: Fair with some wear on the folds, with some mould.
Historical Context: The question of which Europeans would dominate South Africa was
disputed throughout the nineteenth century. However, by 1806 dominance seemed to pass
to Britain when it ousted the Dutch and gradually built up colonies at Cape Colony and later
at Natal. To escape British rule many Boers, [the mostly rural descendants of the Dutch and
other early European colonists], ‘trekked’ inland and established two republics, the Transvaal
and Orange Free State, and defied further British encroachment.
However, the discovery of gold and diamonds in the Boer republics in the 1880s intensified
the rivalry between the British and Boers, particularly as British subjects flooded into the
Boer territories in search of wealth. As a consequence, the Boers launched a pre-emptive
attack into British-held territory in Natal and the Cape Colony in 1899 and in so-doing
triggered the second South African War.
After initial British defeats particularly during what became known as “black week” [which
involved 29 members of the NSW Lancers, the first Australian troops to reach South Africa]
and at the Battle of Colenso, the second phase of the war, [from December 1899 until
September 1900], saw a British counter-offensive. During this phase Field Marshal Lord
Roberts proposed that the British troops should attack the Orange Free State and relieve
Kimberley. Both of these objectives were achieved by the 13th March 1900 [when
Bloemfontein surrendered] and this allowed the Robert’s troops to pursued the Boers north
and invade the Transvaal. General French’s cavalry, including the NSW Lancers, was
ordered to assist in the pursuit. Johannesburg was captured on the 31st May, the capital of
the Transvaal, Pretoria, on the 5th June and Diamond Hill, one of the last formal battles of
the war, on the 11th and 12th June. This allowed Roberts to declare that the war was over.
However, the remnants of the Boer army continued to pursue a guerrilla war, for what is
identified as the third and final stage of the war.
The mobile form of warfare that characterised the South African War particularly suited
mounted troops and the NSW Lancers [as part of Lieutenant-General French’s cavalry] took
part in most of the battles in phase two of the war. The map of Transvaal included in the Lee
collection was used by Major L Lee while commanding the NSW Lancers during the later
stages of the second phase of the war.
Historical Significance: A rare example of a campaign map used during the Transvaal
phase of the Boer War by the NSW Lancers’ commanding officer, Major G. L. Lee. The map
is signed and dated by Lee and has a series of black dots which possibly indicate the
Lancer’s advance through the Transvaal or bivouac sites.
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1.5 SCRAP BOOK, 1892 to 1903

Accession Number: 09-120.
Object Description: Lee’s scrap book is bound and consists of 200 foolscap pages of
which 128 contain items, primarily newspaper cuttings. It commences with an August 1892
entry relating to the “162nd Party, School of Musketry” attended by Lee at Hythe, England
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and finishes on the 15th December 1910 with a “Presentation Souvenir for a Special School
of Instruction” that Lee attended at Albury, NSW. The bulk of the entries are press cutting
covering the controversy that erupted when Lee was appointed assistant adjutant general
and chief staff officer in Victoria in 1902-07.
Dimensions: 300mm x 230mm.
Provenance: Gift from the estate of Lee.
Condition: Good.
Historical Context: When Lee returned from the Boer war and resumed duty with the
Australian Military Forces, he was appointed assistant adjutant general and chief staff officer
in Victoria [1902-07] and as a result became embroiled in controversy.
Although Australia had federated in 1900, the new federal government did not take control of
the military forces until after Major General Sir E. D. W. Hutton arrived in 1901. General
Hutton was a British officer who had previously commanded the NSW colonial forces and
later, the Canadian militia. The federal government had decided that the best way to
structure the new Australian Commonwealth Forces was to appoint a General Officer
Commanding [GOC] and this was to be General Hutton. Hutton’s job was to forge the
disparate military structures that characterised the six colonial forces into an integrated
commonwealth force. At the beginning of March 1902 Hutton established his Headquarters,
consisting of eight officers, at Melbourne and set about the reorganisation with characteristic
zeal. However, by 1903 the commonwealth military was still operating under six differing
sets of colonial legislation and remained a collection of colonial forces under a federal
banner. It was at this time that Hutton appointed Lee over a more senior, Victorian officer,
Lieutenant-Colonel Braithwaite. Braithwaite was the existing commander of the 1st Battalion,
Victorian Mounted Rifles and had seniority over Lee. This proved to be very controversial
and resulted in the press describing Hutton as a “Dictator” and Lee as a “junior officer in
command of a so called brigade”. It also resulted in Braithwaite refusing to accept Hutton’s
decision and therefore his authority as GOC. Much of the material contained in Lee’s scrap
book consists of press cuttings dealing with this controversy.
Historical Significance: A comprehensive, newspaper, record, illustrating:
1. The implementation difficulties [resulting from personal and colonial jealousies]
experienced by the newly appointed General Officer Commanding the Australian
Commonwealth Military Forces; and
2. The public response to the controversy;
when, during the early days of Federation, Australia was attempting to combine the existing
State Military Forces into a Commonwealth Force.
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2. CAPTAIN [FIGHTING CHARLIE] COX COLLECTION
2.1 PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM, 1899

Accession Number: 990-034 [Cat2558].
Object Description: Cox’s photo album is a bound, 24 page album embossed, on the front
cover, with the Lancers’ crest. It is credited to “Argent Archer, photographer and artist, of
195A High Street, Kensington, London”. The photographs have also been professionally
taken [In England by Argent Archer and in South Africa by Murison] and have been mounted
one photograph per page. The photographs are generally 280mm x 230mm and show Cox’s
Half Squadron at:
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1. Aldershot, in the Long Valley, at the Royal Military Tournament at Islington and at
lord Carrington’s Estate, “High Wycombe”
from April to October 1899 [19
photographs]; and
2. Stellenbosch Remount Camp, South Africa during November 1899 [16 photographs].
Of particular note is a photograph of the entire 70 members of the Half Squadron at the
Stellenbosch Remount Camp, South Africa. The photograph is inscribed: “Complete
Squadron of NSW Lancers that landed in South Africa November 2nd 1899”. Cox has written
the names of each member of the Squadron around the edge of the page, in black ink, and
has written the corresponding number on those individuals that he was able to identify.
In addition to the mounted photographs there are a few loose photos.
Dimensions: 390mm x 280mm.
Provenance: Gift from the estate of Cox.
Condition: Good: Good, kept in acid free paper in museum annex without climate control.
Context/Background History: Major General Charles Cox CB CMG DSO VD, [18631944], was born at Parramatta on the 2nd May 1863. His father, Frederick Charles Cox, was
a local butcher.
In June l89l Cox enlisted in the Lancers’ K Troop and so was amongst the first recruits to the
new Parramatta troop of the Sydney Lancers, NSW Cavalry. He rose rapidly through the
ranks and was commissioned as a Lieutenant in November 1894. In 1897 he accompanied
a detachment of the regiment which travelled to England to take part in the ceremonies for
Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee. Promoted to captain later that year, he travelled to
England for a second time in 1899 in command of a half squadron of the lancers, which was
to train with the British cavalry. The Lancers were training alongside the 6th Dragoon Guards
[Carabiniers] at Aldershot, England, when the Boer War broke out. Cox volunteered himself
and his half squadron for service in South Africa. The offer was accepted by the British and
New South Wales governments and as a result Cox and 70 of his men arrived in Cape Town
in December 1899 – the first colonial troops to do so.
Cox and his men saw early action during the first phase of the Boer War when the British
armies, mainly infantry, were defeated or besieged by the highly mobile Boer mounted
troops. Faced with this type of warfare, the British commanders became increasingly reliant
on mounted troops from Britain and the colonies. One of Cox’s troops, under Lieutenant S.
F. Osborne, particularly distinguished itself at this time and became known as “The Fighting
Twenty-nine” by the British.
When the Lancers returned to Australia at the end of 1900, Cox was promoted to the rank of
major and given command of the newly formed 3rd New South Wales Mounted Rifles, with
which he returned to South Africa in April 1901. In June he was made an honorary lieutenant
colonel and in the latter half of 1901 the 3rd NSW MR joined a force led by Colonel M. F.
Rimington. They covered 1,814 miles in 153 days. There was little action apart from the
occasional skirmish but these cost the regiment 5 killed and 19 wounded. Cox was
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congratulated by Lord Kitchener for his work, skills and dedication which established him as
a gallant cavalry fighter and leader. From his men he earned the nickname of “Fighting
Charlie”. In recognition of his Boer War service he was awarded the Queen’s Medal with 6
clasps, the King’s Medal with 2 clasps and a CB.
When he returned to Australia he commanded the NSW Lancers from 1906 until 1911 having
been promoted to lieutenant colonel on the 2nd April 1908.
Following the outbreak of war in 1914, Cox was given command of the AIF's 6th Light Horse
Regiment. The regiment arrived at Gallipoli on the 19th May 1915 and two days later Cox
was wounded by shrapnel while asleep in his dugout. On the 6th December 1915 Cox was
promoted to colonel and temporary brigadier general with command of the 1st Light Horse
Brigade. He was to hold this post for the duration of the war.
Following the evacuation of Gallipoli the 1st Light Horse Brigade arrived back in Egypt where
it was immediately put into action against Senussi Arabs. Cox subsequently led the brigade
at Rafa, Gaza and the fighting north of Beersheba that led to the capture of Jerusalem and
later Jericho. The brigade also participated in the unsuccessful operations east of the
Jordan.
The historian, Sir Henry Gullett, described Cox as never: “a deep student of war. He relied
upon his native wit and common sense rather than upon the textbook. He could not claim,
like Granville Ryrie to be an outstanding example of the Australian bushman. In the field,
except in actual operations, he left the conduct of his brigade almost entirely in the hands of
his staff... But if he left much to his brigade staff and his regimental officers, he in more than
one crisis in Palestine took hold of his force with the grasp of the real leader, and turned a
critical fight into sudden complete victory. These flashes were apparently so unpremeditated
and so daring that critics feared Cox would one day sustain a bad failure. But both in South
Africa and in Palestine, his instinct, moving in the thick of battle, was always sound and gave
him a sure, strong grip on the confidence and affection of his brigade.”
After the war he commanded 1st Cavalry Division from 1921 to 1923 being placed on the
retirement list, 1 March 1923, with the rank of honorary Major General.
He was elected to the Senate representing New South Wales in 1919 and held the seat until
he retired in 1937 due to failing health.
He was honorary Colonel of the Royal New South Wales Lancers from the death of Lord
Carrington in 1928 until his own passing in 1944.
Historical Significance: Cox was the most distinguished member of the NSW Lancers and
his album is a rare record of professionally taken photographs of an Australian, cavalry
regiment training with its British counterparts in England at the end of the 19th Century and of
the first Australian troops to arrive in South Africa in November 1899.
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2.2 PHOTOGRAPH OF CAPTAIN COX & LIEUTENANTS RUNDLE & OSBORNE, 1899

Accession Number: 982-507 [cat 1613].
Object Description: Oak framed, black & white, studio photograph, by Abbott and Fry, of
Captain Charles Cox [centre] and Lieutenants W. J. S. Rundle [right] & S. F. Osborne [left] at
Aldershot in 1899 prior to their departure for the Boer War. The photo is signed by all three
officers and inscribed “Aldershot 1899”.
Dimensions: Image - 340mm x 260mm.
Provenance: Not recorded.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: Having been recently promoted to the rank of captain, Cox
travelled to England in 1899 in command of a half squadron of lancers, which was to train
with the British cavalry. His fellow officers in the Half Squadron were 2nd Lieutenant S. F.
Osborne, from Berry, and 2nd Lieutenant W. J. S. Rundle, from Maitland. The Lancers were
training with the 6th Dragoon Guards [Carabiniers] at Aldershot, England, when the Boer
War broke out. Cox volunteered himself and his half squadron for service in South Africa.
The offer was accepted by the British and New South Wales governments and as a result
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Cox and seventy of his men arrived in Cape Town in December 1899 – the first colonial
troops to do so. Another thirty one of the lancers, who had been at Aldershot, did not go to
South Africa and they returned to Australia.
A fortnight after arriving at Cape Town, Cox’s half squadron journeyed 300 miles north-east
to De Aar Junction, a few miles from where the British troops, under the command of Lord
Methuen, were trying to breach the Boer lines.
Mounted troops were urgently required to counter the mobility of the Boers and although
there was insufficient equipment for all of the lancers, a troop of twenty nine was given what
was available. This troop, which consisted of 23 troopers plus NCOs and Lieutenant
Osborne became the first Australians to see action and were dubbed “The Fighting Twentynine” by the British. Lord Methuen particularly valued the “The Fighting Twenty-nine’s”
scouting skills and their ability to find their way on the open veldt.
Eleven of the “The Fighting Twenty-nine” survived sickness and wounds and continued to
the end of the war. Nine [two were held as prisoners of war for five months] bear the
distinction of being awarded eight, the maximum number, of battle clasps on the Queen’s
Medal.
While in South Africa Lieutenant Rundle commanded a troop of British Carabiniers. He was
later taken prisoner by the Boers but was released at Nooitgedacht after the Lancers
captured the nearby town of Waterval Onder.
Historical Significance: This is a rare, probably unique, signed photo of the Regiment’s
most distinguished officer [Cox] and his two subalterns, one of whom [Osborne] led the first
Australian troops to see action in the Boer War, taken just before their departure for South
Africa.
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3. THE VERNON FAMILY COLLECTION
3.1 DIAMOND JUBILEE SCRAP BOOK, 1897

Accession Number: 2009–194.
Object Description: In 1897 Captain Walter Liberty Vernon travelled to England as part of
a Lancer contingent that took part in the celebrations held to commemorate Queen Victoria’s
Diamond Jubilee. His scrap book comprises a number of souvenir and official documents
relating to the celebrations. These documents have been bound, in landscape format and
include:
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1. “A Pictorial and Descriptive Record of the Great Metropolis [London] in the Year of
Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee”, published by Cassell and Company Ltd., London,
Paris and Melbourne, 1897;
2. “Instructions for the Colonial Detachments”;
3. “Orders for the Colonial Procession”, issued from Chelsea Barracks, 17th June 1897;
4. “Programme of the Naval Review at Spithead, Saturday 26th June 1897”, including a
linen back, coloured, litho map of the review depicting the location and names of all
the ships that took part in the review;
5. “New South Wales Military Forces, Memorandum”, identifying all of the NSW
personnel that were to travel to England and take part in jubilee celebrations. This
document is inscribed “Very Important” in red pencil; and
6. A programme dated Monday 14th June 1897for the “Alhambra Theatre, Leicester
Square, London”.
Dimensions: 385mm x 295mm.
Provenance: Gift from Len Koles [Lancers’ Assoc.] who received the book from P.V.
Vernon, grandson of W. L. Vernon.
Condition: Good.
Historical Context: Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee, the commemoration of her 60 years
on the throne, is reputed to have been the greatest celebration of the 19th century. At the
time, over a quarter of the people in the world and almost a quarter of its land mass were
under Victoria's rule.
The main celebrations took place on 22nd June 1897 and included a Colonial Procession
with troops from all the colonies riding five abreast. This was followed by the Royal
Procession, with an assortment of alternating military bands and squadrons, sheriffs on
horseback, notable citizens, royals and finally, the Queen in a carriage drawn by eight
cream-coloured horses. In the Daily Chronicle, the NSW Lancers were described as the
"flower of the Procession".
All of the Australian colonies sent representatives to participate in the Colonial Procession
and in the case of NSW this consisted of 131 troops representing the Lancers, Mounted
Rifles, Artillery and Engineers.
The Lancers’ contingent, commanded by Captain Walter Liberty Vernon, was billeted at
Chelsea Barracks while attending the celebrations. There was no lack of festivities during
the celebrations and the Lancers took full advantage of the opportunities.
They
distinguished themselves in the tournament ring in competition with British and other colonial
troops. Out of five Empire Gold Medals allotted, two went to the NSW Lancers, one to a
Canadian and two to British Army competitors.
The doors of English hospitality were opened to the Lancers who were invited to grand balls
and other social occasions, attended the theatre and pageants such as the Fleet Review at
Spithead, Portsmouth [which for Britain and her empire, was a celebration of the Britain’s
status as "top dog" among the Powers of Europe}.
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Jubilee Medals were presented to the members of the detachment and on 26th August they
embarked for home on S.S. Himalaya.
Historical Significance: Vernon’s album is a pictorial record of a young, NSW, colonial
officer’s participation in these functions and in what has been described as the greatest
celebration of the 19th Century. Vernon [and both his son and grandson] subsequently rose
through the ranks to command the NSW Lancers’ Regiment.
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3.2 NSW LANCERS OFFICER’S FULL DRESS TUNIC, 1903

Accession Number: 993-027-1 [Cat 2744] [tunic] and 093-014 [pouch belt].
Object Description: Officer-pattern, full dress uniform, tunic with accoutrements including
silver aiguillettes and silver message pouch on a shoulder belt, as worn by the NSW Lancers
during the period 1889-1906.
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It is made of reddish-brown 10 ounce tweed with red plastron [double breasted front], collar
and cuffs. Its buttons bear the badge of the NSW Military Forces while the collar bears the
Carrington Crest [elephant head & coronet]. The shoulder straps are silver bullion and each
has two bullion rank stars [one on each side being larger than the other].
The pouch belt [over the left shoulder] and cavalry girdle [around the waist] are of silver lace
backed with red morocco leather. The helmet cords, or cap lines as they are more
commonly known, which wind around the body, are made of silver gimp and orris with olive
ends. The loop around the neck of the uniform was normally attached to the helmet [or other
head dress] and was to save helmet being lost in the event that it fell off while riding.
This uniform belonged to [the then] Captain Walter Liberty Vernon.
Related Items: In addition to the tunic the collection also has the following items of Walter
Liberty Vernon’s uniform: Overalls, full dress NSW Lancers, brown [Item 993-027-2]; Scarlet
forage cap, NSW Lancers [Item 993-029]; and Sabretache, black leather [Item 993-32];
Provenance: Walter Liberty Vernon’s tunic worn when he was a captain in the NSW
Lancers, in 1903. Gift to the museum by Vernon’s grandson, Philip Venables Vernon.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: Walter Liberty Vernon, VD, [1846-1914], eminent architect
and soldier, was the first of three generations of the Vernon family to command the NSW
Lancers. He was born in Buckinghamshire, England, [the son of a banker's clerk], and in
1862 commenced training as an architect. However, he had a history of asthma and was
advised to leave England. As a consequence, he and his family immigrated to Sydney on
the 3rd November 1883.
Following his arrival in Sydney, Vernon commenced practice as an architect and went into
partnership with W. W. Wardell. He was elected an alderman on East St Leonards
Municipal Council in 1885-90 and a fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects in 1885.
He also joined the [Royal] Art Society of New South Wales, [Sir] John Sulman's [who was
also an architect and officer in the NSW Lancers] Palladian Club, the NSW Institute of
Architects, and the Sydney Architectural Association.
On the 1st August 1890 Vernon was appointed Government Architect in the NSW
Department of Public Works and from 1901 executed many site studies for the future
Federal capital. He later maintained that his most important duty had been in contributing to
the eventual choice of Canberra. He believed that Australians possessed insufficient
knowledge of town planning to be able to do justice to the great possibilities presented by
the new capital and so he advocated a world-wide competition and later supported Walter
Burley Griffin.
As well as serving on many government boards and inquiries, including the Royal
Commission into the Sydney Water Supply, Vernon belonged to the Australian Club, United
Service Institution of New South Wales and Aerial League of Australia; he was president of
the Broughton Club and of the architecture and engineering section of the Australasian
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Association for the Advancement of Science; he was also a commissioner for the FrancoBritish Exhibition, London, a trustee of the Australian Museum, vice-president of the Millions
Club and a councillor of the Town Planning Association of New South Wales.
As-well-as architecture and town planning, Vernon had a passion for soldiering. In England
he had served in the 4th Battalion of the Oxfordshire Light Infantry and soon after arriving in
Australia joined the Sydney Light Horse [in February 1885]. He was commissioned, as a 2nd
Lieutenant, in March in the following year and in 1887 travelled to England where he trained
with 5th Royal Irish Lancers. He was later promoted to captain and commanded the New
South Wales Lancers contingent that participated in Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee. As
lieutenant-colonel, Vernon commanded the 1st Australian Light Horse Regiment [New South
Wales Lancers] in 1903-07 and, as colonel, the 2nd Australian Light Horse Brigade in 1907
until he retired in 1910.
Following his retirement, Vernon found time for collecting furniture, pictures, armour and
weapons. He died on the 17th January 1914. The Vernon lectures in town planning,
instituted at the University of Sydney in 1916, were endowed in his honour.
Vernon’s son, Lieutenant-Colonial Hugh Venables Vernon, DSO, VD, was also an architect
and also joined the Sydney Squadron of the Lancers. After a distinguishing himself during
the First World War he was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonial [1921] and given
command of the 1st Light Horse Regiment [NSW Lancers].
The third generation of the Vernon family to command the Lancers was Vernon’s grandson,
Lieutenant-Colonial Philip Venables Vernon, ED. P. V. Vernon, the son of Hugh Venables,
was taken on strength at Parramatta on the 18th July 1927. He was commissioned four
years later and following the out break of the Second World War became a squadron leader
in the 2/11th Armoured Car Regiment and then the 2/5th. Just prior to the end of hostilities he
was transferred to the 2/4th Armoured Regiment in New Britain. Following the war he
rejoined the Lancers [1948] and was given command from the 1st January 1951 to 21st
February 1952. P. V. Vernon was instrumental in the establishment of the Royal NSW
Lancers Museum and collection.
Historical Significance: Rare example of a pre-1914 full dress uniform worn on ceremonial
occasions by the NSW Lancers - the Australian Army's oldest surviving Regiment.
Social Significance: Walter Liberty Vernon was a distinguished architect, town planner and
soldier. He was fundamental to the development of the Parramatta Lancers’ and the first of
three generations of the Vernon family to command it. The uniform is a fine example of a
privately purchased officer’s uniform and illustrates the importance that influential and high
profile families placed on participation in the development of NSW’s first cavalry units. Its
lavishness also provides a stark contrast with the quality of government-issue, other rank’s
uniforms.
Aesthetic Significance: Excellent example of pre 1914 tailoring and bullion work.
Interpretative Potential: The development of Royal NSW Lancers uniforms from 1885 to
the present day.
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Representativeness: Rare example of a pre-Federation full dress uniform worn on
ceremonial occasions by the NSW Lancers.
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3.3 1890 PATTERN, NSW LANCER, SLOUCH HAT

Accession Number: None.
Object Description: An 1890 pattern, khaki, felt slouch hat with an embroidered Lancer’s
badge [the Carrington crest] on a red background fixed to the left side, red puggaree and
black cock’s plumes worn by Walter Liberty Vernon commander of the regiment.
The red puggaree was officially adopted for the cavalry in June 1890 but the Mounted
Infantry continued to use a white puggaree.
Provenance: Walter Liberty Vernon’s slouch hat gifted by Vernon’s grandson, Philip
Venables Vernon.
Condition: Good but with some mothing.
Context/Background History: When the Sydney Light Horse made its first public
appearance in 1885 the troopers wore peaked caps with red bands. However, a short time
later, when they became the Sydney Lancers, they replaced the cap for a white dragoon
style helmet.
At the same time, the khaki felt hat made its first appearance as part of an Australian military
uniform, when it was chosen for the Victorian Mounted Rifles. New South Wales was next to
adopt a felt hat when it chose this style for its mounted troops and in 1889 a General Order
was issued directing the Sydney Lancers to replace their original blue uniform with the brown
uniform provided to the whole of the NSW Cavalry. It also advised that a fatigue cap was
shortly to be issued. A photograph of the NSW Mounted Infantry at their first encampment
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[in April 1889] shows them wearing the slouch hat with a white folded puggaree and a black
cock’s feather.
In 1890 local military commanders agreed that all their forces, with the exception of garrison
artillery [who wore helmets], should adopt a felt hat. New South Wales was first to act when
it introduced a felt hat to go with the newly introduced "brown-coloured uniform" adopted for
the NSW Lancers. This was worn with an indented crown looped-up on the left side and
decorated with feathers. The remaining colonies soon followed suit.
The slouch hat made its first appearance in action in the Boer War, and it added much to the
mystique of the Australian bush-men. However, the Lancers found that they frequently
came under “friendly’ fire from the British Carabineers who had difficulty distinguishing them
from the Boers. As a consequence, the slouch hat was replaced by the British khaki helmet.
The Defence Act of 1903 combined the colonial defence forces into a single Australian army
and the slouch hat became part of the uniform. It was worn turned up on the left side and
had an array of embellishments. The most striking addition adopted by some units was the
adornment of the hat with plumes - black cock, eagle, swan and ostrich. The best known of
these, however, particularly after the exploits of the Light Horse in the desert campaigns of
the First World War, was the emu feather. It is believed that this plumage was first adopted
by the Queensland Mounted Infantry at the time of the shearers’ strike in 1891.
Social Significance: A very early example of an Australian military slouch hat which after
the Boer War achieved iconic status and became a national symbol during the First World
War. It is also significant because it was worn by Walter Liberty Vernon a distinguished
architect, town planner and soldier. Vernon was fundamental to the development of the
Parramatta Lancers’ and the first of three generations of the Vernon family to command it.
Interpretative Potential: The development of Royal NSW Lancers uniforms from 1885 to
the present day.
Representativeness: Rare example of a pre-Federation slouch hat worn by the NSW
Lancers.
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3.4 1902 PATTERN, UNIVERSAL RIDING SADDLE

Accession Number: 90-14-1.
Object Description: 1902, army pattern, brown leather, universal riding saddle as used by
the NSW Lancers. Its breast plate has a brass boss that bears the crest of the NSW Military
Forces and each two bar stirrup has lance buckets attached. Attached to the pommel of the
saddle is a pair of brown leather saddle wallets. The wallets are linked by a sewn leather
strap. They have shaped covering flaps secured by brass studs.
Universal Military Saddles manufactured in 1902 had a fixed tree, broad panels to spread
the load, and the front arch came in three sizes. The advantage of these saddles was their
lightness, ease of repair and comfort for horse and rider.
This particular saddle was used by the three generations of the Vernon family that
commanded the Regiment: Walter Liberty Vernon; Hugh Venables Vernon; and Philip
Venables Vernon.
Related Items: The collection includes 5 riding saddles and 1 pack saddle as well as other
items of saddlery covering the pre-Federation period up until 1936 when the Regiment gave
up its horses for mechanized transport.
Provenance: Part of the Vernon collection gifted by Philip Venables Vernon.
Condition: Good.
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Context/Background History: British Universal Pattern 1902 or 1912 saddles were used
by the mounted forces from Australia, Britain, Canada, New Zealand and South Africa up to
and including WWI. They were designed to satisfy three principal criteria. The saddle had
to:
1. Spread the weight of a mounted trooper and his equipment over the largest
possible area while retaining the capability of being adjusted to account for the
inevitable loss of condition suffered by horses during active service conditions;
2. Position a rider, of no more than average competence, so that with minimal effort
he could maintain a balanced, central position of some security, and so not add
unnecessarily to the effort a tired horse was required to make; and
3. Easy to maintain and repair under field conditions.
Historical Significance: A rare example of a Federation period army saddle that is typical
of those used by the NSW Lancers and which is complete with NSW Military Forces boss
and lance buckets. It was used by Walter Liberty Vernon, a distinguished architect, town
planner and soldier, who was fundamental to the development of the Parramatta Lancers’
and the first of three generations of the Vernon family to command it.
Interpretative Potential: It illustrates the development of the Royal NSW Lancers’ saddlery
and accoutrements from 1902 to the present day.
Representativeness: A rare Australian cavalry saddle with NSW Military Forces insignia
and lance buckets.
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3.5 AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH STAFF COAT, 1909

Accession Number: 993-024 [cat 2741].
Object Description: Blue Australian Commonwealth staff coat worn by Colonel W. L.
Vernon as Brigade Commander, 18th June 1909. The coat has two medal ribbons: VD and
Long Service; white celluloid collar; gold epaulettes with gold bullion colonel’s badge of rank
[a crown and two pips]; and two rows of eight Australian Commonwealth buttons down the
front of the coat and three buttons on the cuff of each sleeve.
Provenance: Gift by Vernon’s grandson, Philip Venables Vernon.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: See Item 3.1 re Lieutenant-Colonel Vernon. Although
Australia had federated in 1900, the new federal government did not take control of the
military forces until 1901 and it was to be a few more years before the disparate military
structures that characterised the six colonial forces were integrated into a commonwealth
force.
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Historical Significance:
Force’s Staff coat.

Rare example of a post-Federation Commonwealth Military

Social Significance: The coat belonged to Walter Liberty Vernon a distinguished architect,
town planner and soldier. Vernon was fundamental to the development of the Parramatta
Lancers’ and the first of three generations of the Vernon family to command it.
Representativeness: Unique as the personal coat of Walter Liberty Vernon; a very good
example of an early Commonwealth Military Forces uniform prior to WW 1.
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3.6 PORTABLE FORGE

Accession Number: 990-038 [cat 2564] [forge] and 003-132 [case].
Object Description: German cavalry field forge with anvil, foot operated bellows, tools,
packsaddle and case. The two forge has two trays that fold down on either side and both of
these have been replaced although the hinges are original. The forge is still used by the
museum.
Provenance: Imported from Europe in 1905 by Walter Liberty Vernon after his visit there in
1897. It is believed that the forge was subsequently used by the NSW Lancers until 1936
but that at some time it came into the possession of Major J. T. Sheeve. Sheeve was
Adjutant to the 1st Light Horse Regiment [NSW Lancers] from 1921 to 1929 and was
subsequently attached to the Army Instruction Corps. According to his family the forge was
in his and later his family’s possession for many years prior to the 27th July 1990 when Mr. P
Sheeve presented the forge to the Lancers’ museum.
Condition: Good working order – some of the constituent metal components were
refurbished in 2008.
Context/Background History: Captain [later Brigadier] Walter Liberty Vernon imported this
forge following his visit to England and Europe with the Lancers’ detachment that
participated in Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations in 1897.
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According to Vernon’s grandson [P. V. Vernon] the forge “could be seen in charge of the
farrier-sergeant in attendance on trek or cantering at the rear of a charge and was a means
of saving many horses for parade”. It was used by the NSW Lancers and 1st Light Horse
until 1936 [when the Regiment gave up its horses for mechanised transport] and is still in
use at the museum today.
Historical Significance: This forge was privately imported by W. L. Vernon after seeing it
in use in England in 1897. It is believed to be the only portable forge used in the Australian
cavalry.
Social Significance: Evidence of the commitment to and extent of financial support
provided by wealthy officers to the equipment and operation of Australian militia units.
Scientific, Research or Technical Significance: The forge is an example of the
development of European design and technology to create a portable forge.
Representativeness: The forge is unique in Australia.
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3.7 PHOTOGRAPH OF THE VERNON PORTABLE FORGE IN USE

Accession Number: Included in 9920 – 017/1 [cat2764].
Object Description: Black and white photograph showing an Australian army farrier using
the German cavalry, portable, forge imported by Captain Walter Liberty Vernon after his visit
to England for Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897. The photograph also shows the
tools and other equipment that came with the forge. The photograph is included in a
scrapbook kept by Lieutenant F. C. Timothy who accompanied Vernon to the jubilee
celebrations. The date and location of the photograph is unknown.
Dimensions: 200mm x 140mm.
Provenance: The Scrap book was gifted to the Lancers’ collection in 1992 by Mrs. I. Rolf,
the daughter-in-law of Lieutenant F. C. Timothy, [and wife of his only son, the late Felix W.
Timothy].
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: Captain [later Brigadier] Walter Liberty Vernon imported this
forge following his visit to England and Europe with the Lancers’ detachment in 1897.
According to Vernon’s grandson [P. V. Vernon] the forge “could be seen in charge of the
farrier-sergeant in attendance on trek or cantering at the rear of a charge and was a means
of saving many horses for parade”. It was used by the NSW Lancers and 1st Light Horse
until 1936 [when the Regiment gave up its horses for mechanised transport] and is still in
use at the museum today.
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Historical Significance: See item 3.6. This is a rare [and most probably unique]
photograph of the imported, German forge showing how it was used by the NSW Lancers in
the field. It also shows the tools and carrying box that came with it when it was acquired.
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3.8 PHOTOGRAPH OF COLONEL WALTER LIBERTY VERNON, 1906

Accession Number: 978-131 [cat 220].
Object Description: Oak framed, studio portrait of Lieutenant-Colonel Walter Liberty
Vernon in Commonwealth pattern, service dress uniform.
The photograph bears the following inscription in the lower right corner: 'W.L.Vernon with
pleasant recollections of 21 years service with the Regiment from Trooper to Colonel 18851906'. On the 1st October 1906 Vernon assumed command of the 2nd Light Horse Brigade
and was promoted to colonel on the 6th December 1907.
The print is embossed in the lower right corner with the photographer’s name: “Appleby, The
Strand Sydney”.
Dimensions: 420mm x 535mm.
Provenance: Presented to the Regiment by Walter Liberty Vernon.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: See Item 3.2. Not long after arriving in Australia in 1883,
Walter Liberty Vernon joined the Sydney Light Horse as an ordinary Trooper [February
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1885]. He was commissioned, as a 2nd Lieutenant, in March of the following year and in
1887 travelled to England where he trained with 5th Royal Irish Lancers. He was later
promoted to captain and commanded the New South Wales Lancers contingent that
participated in Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee.
As lieutenant-colonel, Vernon
commanded the 1st Australian Light Horse Regiment [New South Wales Lancers] in 1903
and the 2nd [Northern NSW] Light Horse Brigade in 1906 and, as colonel, in 1907. He retired
in 1910.
Historical Significance: Original signed photograph of the first of three members of the
Vernon family to command the NSW Lancers. The photograph was presented to the
Regiment at the time Vernon’s left and it recognises his career in the Regiment from 1885 to
1906 [in which time he rose from a Trooper to Regimental Commander].
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3.9 BOER WAR CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE, TROOPER H. V. VERNON, 1899 - 1900

Accession Number: 994-009 [Cat 2824].
Object Description: Framed certificate of service awarded to Trooper Hugh Venables
Vernon of the Sydney Half Squadron, New South Wales Regiment in recognition of active
service in the South Africa War 1899-1900. The certificate has been signed by LieutenantColonel James Burns, Commander of the NSW Lancer Regiment. The certificate appears to
be an initiative of the Lancers’ Regiment and does not purport to be issued under the
imprimatur of either the new Australian Commonwealth Military Forces or the former NSW
Military Forces.
The certificate is decorated with images associated with the Lancers’ time in South Africa:
the ship transporting the Lancers to Cape Town; a Lancer in traditional lancer’s NSW Military
Forces Uniform; a group of Lancers in khaki leading other Imperial cavalry; General French;
and a camp scene on the Veldt. It also lists the Lancers’ Battle Honours. The certificate
predates the adoption of the Australian flag and so the flag, to the left of the lion, is the
Federation Flag. It was adopted in the mid-1880s to promote federation, particularly in NSW
and Queensland, and is a revival of an earlier, unofficial NSW Ensign.
Dimensions: 315mm x 245mm.
Provenance: Gift from Vernon’s son, Philip Venables Vernon.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: Hugh Venables Vernon [1877-1935], the son of Walter
Liberty Vernon, was born in Sussex, England and came to Australia with his parents in 1883.
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Known as Venables [or more often Ven], he was educated at the Grammar School, Scone
and like his father, subsequently trained as an architect.
In 1897 he joined the New South Wales Lancers as a trooper and was a member of Captain
Cox’s Half Squadron that travelled to Aldershot, England, in 1899 to train with the British 6th
Dragoon Guards [Carabineers]. The Lancers were still at Aldershot when the Boer War
broke out and Cox volunteered himself and his half squadron for service in South Africa.
Vernon remained in London to undertake further professional studies but later rejoined the
Squadron in South Africa. He took part in operations in Cape Colony, in the relief of
Kimberley and in the Orange Free State and was awarded the Queen's South Africa Medal
with three clasps.
After the drive to Bloemfontein he contracted enteric fever and was subsequently declared
unfit. He returned to Sydney in July 1900 and was placed on the Lancer’s Supernumerary
List while he recovered his health. He returned to active duty with a commission in 1903
[under the command of his father who had been promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel and who
assumed command of the Lancers on the same day].
Following the outbreak of World War 1 Vernon volunteered for service in the Australian
Imperial Force [AIF] and was appointed second-in-command of the 1st Light Horse
Regiment. He embarked in October 1914, commanded the Regiment when it was
dispatched to Gallipoli on 8th May 1915 and was Mentioned in Dispatches. He was later
transferred to the 4th Division Ammunition Column, was promoted lieutenant-colonel and
took the unit to France in June 1916. After the battle of Fromelles he was awarded the
Distinguished Service Order [DSO] and was again Mentioned in Dispatches [he was
Mentioned in Dispatches a total of four times].
Vernon returned home in December 1918 and was absorbed into the 1st Light Horse
Regiment [NSW Lancers] in 1919 with the rank of Major. He was subsequently promoted to
Lieutenant-Colonel, assumed command of the Lancers from 1921 to 1926 and was awarded
the Volunteer Officers' Decoration [VD] in 1924.
In civilian life, Vernon was active in several South African War veterans' associations, was
State president and a trustee of the Returned Sailors' and Soldiers' Imperial League of
Australia, a member of the Soldiers' Children Education Board, a director of the United
Service Insurance Co. Ltd, a foundation member of the Legacy Club of Sydney, and a
councillor and fellow of the Institute of Architects of New South Wales.
Historical Significance: Federation period certificate of war service issued by the NSW
Lancers Regiment prior to the new Commonwealth Military Forces issuing such certificates.
The certificate was issued to a trooper who served in the South African War and who
subsequently had a distinguished army career including service at Gallipoli and Fromelles
and who commanded the Lancers from 31st March 1921 to the 31st March 1926.
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4. SIR JAMES BURNS’ COLLECTION
4.1 PHOTOGRAPH OF LIEUTENANT-COLONEL JAMES BURNS, c1892

Accession Number: 978-056 [cat 126].
Object Description: A c1892, framed, black and white studio portrait of James Burns
wearing the NSW Lancers’ 1889-1894 pattern, service dress with Sam Browne leather belt
and associated leather accoutrements; the Carrington crest [elephant’s head and coronet]
on both collars and rank badges on the shoulder straps. Burns is also wearing the drab, felt,
slouch hat with NSW Lancers’ badge and black cock’s feather plume [officially adopted for
the NSW Cavalry in 1890]. The photograph is signed “James Burns” in the bottom, left hand
corner.
Burns was a foundation member of the Parramatta Troop of the Sydney Lancers, which he
joined as a Trooper In 1891, and was commissioned as a captain on the 23rd July 1891.
Dimensions: Approx 500mm x 370mm.
Provenance: Gifted by the Burns family.
Condition: Good.
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Context/Background History: Sir James Burns, [1846-1923], businessman, ship-owner,
philanthropist, politician and soldier, has been described as a man of great activity and
vision; a true empire-builder who did much for the development of Queensland. He was
born in Scotland, the son of a merchant and was educated at Newington Academy and the
Royal High School, Edinburgh, before migrating to Brisbane in 1862.
Shortly after arriving in Queensland he combined with his brother as “Burns & Scott”,
Brisbane storekeepers. Five years later he joined the Gympie gold rush and made large
profits from three stores that he established there. He subsequently sold these stores in
1870 but two years later was back supplying all of the North Queensland goldfields from a
new store at Townsville. In 1877 he relocated to Sydney and left his Townsville manager,
Robert Philp [who was to later become Premier of Queensland from 1899 to 1903 and 1907
to 1908] in charge.
Before leaving Queensland Burns chartered the schooner “Isabelle” to ensure the timely
delivery of supplies from Sydney and after relocating to Sydney expanded his shipping
interests by establishing the Queensland Steam Shipping Company with a fleet of ships
trading between Sydney and Queensland.
In 1883 Burns Philp and Company was formed by amalgamating the various businesses in
Sydney and Queensland carried on in the names of James Burns and of Robert Philp and
Company. With Burns as chairman of directors the company expanded rapidly and soon had
ships trading to the Pacific islands and the East Indies. However, the new Burns Philp
Company’s activities were not confined to shipping, and the trading business became one of
the most varied in Australia. Burns also took up pastoral interests and was a director of
many important companies.
In 1891 [at the time of its formation], Burns joined the Parramatta Troop of the Sydney
Lancers as an ordinary trooper [this was at the same time as John Sulman]. Not surprisingly
he rose quickly through the ranks. He was commissioned as a captain within a matters of
weeks, then major [9th January 1896], lieutenant-colonel [17th September 1897] and
commanded the Regiment from 1897 to 1903.
He was the driving force behind and chief financier of the detachments of Lancers that
travelled to England for Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897 and for training with the
British Cavalry at Aldershot in 1899. His estate, “Gowan Brae”, was thrown open to the
Parramatta Squadron, which had its rifle range there.
On the 1st July 1903 he was promoted to the rank of colonel and given command of the 1st
Australian Light Horse Brigade, a position he held until his retirement in 1907. Burn’s son,
James, also joined the Parramatta Squadron and served in the Regiment for three and a half
years from 1900.
Following his retirement from the Regiment he was nominated to the NSW Legislative
Council, and during the war of 1914-18 he brought forward a scheme for the insurance of
men with dependants [and personally contributed £2000 a year to the scheme for the
duration of the war].
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He was created a Knight of the Order of St Michael and St George [KCMG] in 1917 and was
a director of a number of commercial and financial companies including: the Bank of North
Queensland Limited; North Queensland Insurance Company Limited, [Chairman from 1886
until 1923]; Australian Mutual Providence Society Royal Exchange Company; Commercial
Banking Company of Sydney; Chairman of New South Wales Mortgage Land and Agency
Company from 1888; Chairman of Directors of the Solomon Island Development Company;
Commissioner of the Franco-British Exhibition in 1908; and Trustee of the Australian
Museum.
During the last years of his life the Burnside Homes for Scottish orphans, for which he gave
the land [located opposite his Gowan Brae Estate], and very largely founded, were his great
interest.
Historical Significance: A rare photograph of James Burns, foundation member of the
Parramatta Squadron of the NSW Lancers, Commander of the Regiment from 2nd July 1897
to 30th June 1903 and prominent businessman, ship-owner, philanthropist and politician, in
the pre-federation service uniform of the NSW Lancers.
Social Significance: Illustrative of the role played by wealthy and influential families in the
early formation and command of Australian colonial cavalry units.
Interpretative Potential: Illustrative of one of the significant and prominent community
leaders who have been associated with the Regiment over its history.
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4.2 1889 - 1894 PATTERN, OFFICER’S FULL DRESS JACKET

Accession Numbers: 989-006-1 [cat 3318]; 989-009-4; 989-009-4 [pouch belt with pouch].
Object Description: 1889–1894, officer pattern, full dress uniform, with all accoutrements,
including sabretache and belts, worn by the NSW Lancers during the period 1889-1906. It is
made of reddish-brown 10 ounce tweed with red plastron [double breasted front], collar and
cuffs. Its white metal buttons bear the badge of the NSW Military Forces while the collar
bears the Carrington Crest [elephant head & coronet]. It also has bullion rank insignia of
Lieutenant-Colonel [Burns was promoted to this rank on the 17th September 1897] on silver
bullion epaulettes.
The pouch belt [over the left shoulder] and cavalry girdle [around the waist] are of silver lace
backed with red morocco leather. The helmet cords, or cap lines as they are more
commonly known, which wind around the body, are made of silver gimp and orris with olive
ends. The loop around the neck of the uniform was normally attached to the helmet [or other
head dress] and was to save helmet being lost in the event that it fell off while riding.
This uniform belonged to Lieutenant Colonel James Burns.
Related Items: In addition to the tunic the collection also has the following items of James
Burns’ uniform: Brown leather silver breast plate [Item 989-012-1]; Sam Browne with two
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shoulder straps, sword frog and ammunition pouch [Item 989-015]; Sword belt with slings
[Item 989-009-3]; Girdle silver lace [Item 989-009-2]; Sword knot, brown leather [Item 989016-1]; Sword Knot, silver [Item 989-016-2]; Sword knot, brown leather [Item 989-016-3];
Lanyard khaki cotton [Item 989-018-1]; Lanyard khaki cotton [Item 989-018-2]; Lines silver
gimp with orris cord [Item 989-009-1]; Pouch, black patent leather with badge [Item 989-0122]; Sabretache, black patent leather [Item 989-010]; Pair of Box spurs [Item 989-017-1]; Pair
of Box spurs [Item 989-017-2]; Whistle [Item 989-019-1]; Scarlet forage cap [Item 989-011];
Field cap drab [Item 989-008]; Officer’s mess cape [Item 989-005]; Patrol jacket, blue cloth
[Item 989-007]; Pantaloons, drab tweed [Item 989-006-2]; Plume, black cock’s feather [Item
989-014-1]; Plume, black cock’s feather [Item 989-014-2]; and Silver mounted cane [989013].
The collection also holds the uniforms that belonged to Burn’s son who was also named
James and was also a member of the Regiment.
Provenance: Part of the Burns collection gifted by the Burns family.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: See Item 4.1.
Historical Significance: From the formation of the Sydney Lancers in 1885 the officers
were required to provide their own uniforms [as they were unpaid volunteers] and the cost of
a full dress uniform represented a significant financial commitment. For this reason they
were treated as valued items and unlike the government-issue uniforms provided to the
Other Ranks have survived. This is the original, personal, complete full dress jacket of the
founder of the Burns Philp Company and the fourth CO of the Regiment.
Social Significance: James Burns was a man of great importance in the colonies of both
NSW and Queensland. He was a distinguished businessman, shipowner, philanthropist,
politician and soldier. He was fundamental to the development of the Parramatta Lancers’
Squadron and his munificence and personal involvement illustrates the importance of
influential and high profile families in the formation and development of NSW’s first cavalry
units.
Aesthetic Significance: The jacket shows a high level of tailoring and the accoutrements a
high level of silver/leather craftsmanship and design.
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4.3 1895 PATTERN, OFFICER’S MESS DRESS

Accession Number: 995-004-1 [cat 2418] [jacket]; 995-004-2 [vest]; 989-004-3 [overalls];
and 989-011 [forage cap].
Object Description: Lieutenant-Colonel James Burns’ 1895 Pattern, NSW Lancer Officer,
Mess Dress. Consisting of a scarlet, mess dress jacket with blue collar and cuffs, silver lace
trimmings and a lieutenant-colonel’s insignia of rank [Burns was promoted to this rank on the
17th September 1897]; Blue vest with silver trimmings; Scarlet forage cap [pill box style] with
a band of silver lace, silver pearl buttons on taps and silver braid crossing the crown at right
angles; and blue trousers [overall type] with a double stripe of silver lace.
Note: Prior to 1895 the colours of the jacket and vest were reversed. The jacket was blue
and the vest scarlet.
Provenance: Part of Burns collection gifted by Burns family.
Context/Background History: See Items 4.1 and 4.2. The uniform is most probably
unique and is illustrative of the range and development of uniforms within the NSW Lancers’
Regiment.
Social Significance: James Burns was a man of great importance in the colonies of both
NSW and Queensland. He was a distinguished businessman, ship-owner, philanthropist,
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politician and soldier. He was fundamental to the development of the Parramatta Lancers’
Squadron and his munificence and personal involvement illustrates the importance of
influential and high profile families in the formation and development of NSW’s first cavalry
units.
Aesthetic Significance: The uniform shows a very high level of tailoring and of embroidery
and design.
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5. SIR JOHN SULMAN COLLECTION
5.1 LANCERS’ FIELD SERVICE TUNIC, ACCOUTREMENTS & FORAGE CAP, 1892

Accession Numbers: 978-008-12 [jacket]; 978-008-11 [cap]; 978-008-8 [boots]; and 978008-2 [sabretache].
Object Description: Lieutenant John Sulman’s, 1889-1894 pattern, field service, officer’s
tunic and officer’s field service, forage cap. The tunic is brown tweed with a standing collar,
four patch pockets, five buttons down the front opening and two vents at the back of the
jacket. It has red shoulder straps on which are worn the badges of rank [in this case a
Lieutenant’s single star] and the letter identifying the Troop to which the wearer belonged [eg
K for Parramatta]. There is a single line of scarlet piping up the sleeve.
The tunic is complete with leather Sam Browne belt & associated leather accoutrements and
sabretache – tan leather with three slings and a metal star badge with the Carrington crest,
maker’s name “WS Carver, 70 Jermyn St, London” [978-008-2].
The forage cap is scarlet with silver piping on the folds and the Carrington crest [with
crossed lances with red and white pennons] on the front, left side. Note: This uniform was
usually worn with a “slouch hat” or in the case of the Parramatta and Sydney Troops, the
white dragoon helmet [when in full dress until 1895].
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Related Items: This is part of an extensive collection of Lieutenant Sulman’s uniforms
which includes: Overalls, light brown with double silver lace stripe, unlined. Maker’s name
inside “D Jones and Co” and linen name tape “Lieut Sulman” sewn in the back [978-008-5];
1822 pattern, cavalry officer’s sabre [Item 978-008-10a]; White dragoon style helmet and
carrying box [Items 78-8-1 and 78-8-7]; 1892 NSW dark blue cavalry cloak [Item 978-008-6];
Officers’ mess dress, NSW Cavalry vest [Item 982-542-1]; Officers’ mess dress, NSW
Cavalry overalls [Item 982-542-2]; Boots and Box Spurs, half-wellington, black leather,
maker: “Codner & Grafenstadt, 28 Jerymn St., London [Item 978-008-8]; and Cavalry
Officers’ Boots, light brown, leather, knee length [Item 978-008-3].
Provenance: Sulman collection donated by John Sulman’s daughter, Miss S Sulman.
Condition: Fair – some small holes and thinning of material in service dress tunic – other
items generally good.
Context/Background History: [Sir] John Sulman [1849-1934], the influential and gifted
architect and town planner, was born at Greenwich, England. After completing his schooling
he was articled to Thomas Allom, a London architect and later established a successful
architectural practice of his own. However, in 1885 he migrated to Sydney and as a partner
in the firm of Sulman and Power was associated with the design of many of the finest
buildings in Sydney and other Australian cities.
In 1890 he delivered a paper, “The Laying-out of Towns”, to the Australasian Association for
the Advancement of Science and this marked the beginning of Australian town planning as a
formal discipline. After 1908 he retired from active practice so that he could develop his
interest in town-planning. He was subsequently appointed president of the Town Planning
Association of New South Wales [1913-25], chairman of the Town Planning Advisory Board
to the Department of Local Government [1918] and the Vernon [a fellow officer in the NSW
Lancers and also an architect] lecturer in town planning at the University of Sydney [191627]. From 1921 to 1924 he was the chairman of the Federal Capital Advisory Board and
during this time gave practically all his time, without pay, working out a progressive scheme
for the construction of Canberra. He was also a trustee and president of the National Art
Gallery of New South Wales.
Sulman was instrumental in the formation of the first half-squadron of Lancers at Parramatta
in 1891 and although he was over-age was commissioned as a lieutenant in the Parramatta
Troop. His fellow officers were Captain James Burns and later, Lieutenant James Houison.
A letter supporting Sulman’s appointment states: “The Parramatta Troop owes its existence
to Mr Sulman’s efforts…[and he] has already shown evidence of being a most energetic and
efficient officer”.
Sulman resigned his commission four years later and in 1924 received a knighthood.
Historical Significance:
As personal belongings of Sir John Sulman these items are
unique. As examples of period uniforms, the service dress and associated leather
accoutrements are rare, the cavalry cloak is very rare and the forage cap probably unique.

102

Social Significance: Sir John Sulman was a distinguished architect and town planner. He
was a founding member of the Lancers’ Parramatta Squadron and his uniform is illustrative
of the role played by prominent and wealthy individuals in the early development of the NSW
Cavalry.
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5.2 1822 PATTERN, CAVALRY OFFICER’S SABRE

Accession Number: 978-008-10a [Cat42].
Object Description: Light Cavalry Officers’, 1822 pattern sabre and scabbard, with 3 bar
hilt and down-pointing quillon. The grip is leather with a silver wire binding and the blade is
decorated on both sides with scroll-work and other motifs including the royal coat of arms
and VR monogram. Engraved on the blade is “Lieutenant J Sulman”. The scabbard has a
silver cord and acorn.
Provenance: Sulman collection donated by Sir John Sulman’s daughter, Miss S Sulman.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: See Item 5.1. From its inception the Regiment was armed
with swords [as-well-as various types of rifles and, up until 1903, lances]. Initially these
swords were obtained from the police and by 1894 the Regiment’s Other Ranks were issued
the 1864 Pattern sword. However, by 1903 the Regiment was only allowed to retain its
swords and lances for ceremonial and tournament work.
Historical & Social Significance: Representative of the type of sword used by the NSW
Lancers during the Boer War and of the type and quality of equipment that the volunteer
officers, such as Sir John Sulman, purchased for their own use.
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5.3 1892 NSW LANCERS’ HELMET AND HELMET BOX

Accession Number: 78-8-1 [helmet] and 78-8-7 [helmet box].
Object Description: NSW Lancers’ helmet and carrying case owned by Lieutenant John
Sulman. The white, dragoon style helmet has white metal mountings, a red puggaree, red
and white horse hair plume and white metal badge of the NSW Military Forces.
The helmet carrying case is metal with a conical lid and carrying handle. It is painted black
and has Sulman’s initials and “New South Wales Cavalry” painted in white on the lid. It also
has a manufacturer’s brass identification medallion bearing the inscription: “W.S. CARVER,
Military Outfitter, Accoutrement Maker, 70 Jermyn St., St James. SW.”
Provenance: Sulman collection donated by Sir John Sulman’s daughter, Miss S Sulman.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: See Item 5.1. In 1886 the Sydney Lancers replaced the
original blue peaked cap of the Sydney Light Horse with the dragoon guard style helmet. In
1890 the government officially adopted the slouch hat for the NSW cavalry. However, the
Sydney and Parramatta Half-Squadrons continued to wear the original white helmets, when
in full dress, until 1895.
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Historical & Social significance: A very rare example of the helmet [with its original
carrying case] worn by the NSW Lancers from 1886 to 1895 and part of the uniform worn by
one of Sydney’s most eminent and influential architects and town planners, Sir John Sulman.
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6. ASH WHITNEY COLLECTION
6.1 PHOTOGRAPH OF ASH WHITNEY, 1933.

Accession Number: 992-016-6 [cat 2671].
Object Description: Black and white print from a negative [held in the collection] of
Squadron Sergeant-Major Ashley [Ash] Whitney on horseback taken during the Regiment’s
annual camp held at the Camden Showground in 1933. At this time the Regiment was
designated as the 1st/21st Light Horse Regiment [NSW Lancers].
Dimensions: Not available.
Provenance: Donated by Ash Whitney’s daughter, Gwen.
Condition: Good.
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Context/Background History: Ash Whitney enlisted in the Parramatta Lancer Cadets in
1897 and joined the Parramatta Half Squadron on the 23rd February 1899, aged 17 years. A
few months later, he travelled to England with Cox’s Half Squadron and was a member of
the Lancer contingent that arrived at Cape Town in November 1899 - the first Australian and
overseas troops to see action in the Boer War. Whitney whose Boer War number was 829
was the youngest member of the NSW Lancers’ contingent to take part in the war. While at
Bloemfontein he, and several other members of the Lancers contingent, contracted enteric
fever. However, unlike Corporal Harkus and Trooper Fetting, he made a full recovery.
He served continuously in the Regiment until he retired on the 1st September 1935 with the
honorary rank of warrant officer [first class]. At the time he was the senior Warrant Officer in
the Australian Army.
As the last surviving member of the 1899 “Aldershot” Half Squadron, he was also the senior
veteran of Australian units which have seen action.
On 2nd November 1974 he received the Freedom of the City of Parramatta, an uncommon
honour for an individual.
Historical Significance: This is a rare photo of Ash Whitney, the longest serving [36 years
and 191 days] member of the NSW Lancers and the youngest member to have participated
in the Boer War, taken shortly before his retirement and when he was the senior Army
Warrant Officer.
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6.2 NSW MILITARY FORCES ISSUE HOUSEWIFE

Accession Number: 978-090 [Cat 163].
Object Description: Ash Whitney’s army issue sewing kit for the repair of uniforms in the
field, commonly known as a Housewife. It is made of cotton and wool with a single, fabric
tape, tie which allows the kit to be rolled for easy storage. The housewife is lined with
polished cotton which is machined to the wool backing so that three, long, open ended,
holding, tubes are formed. These tubes contain lengths of pre-cut cotton thread coloured
red, cream and khaki. There is also a single needle fastened to the backing. The other end
of the kit is folded to make a pocket and contains shorter lengths of red; cream; khaki; dark
brown; and light brown thread. Attached to the pocket is a square of grey flannel [badly
mothed] which holds 3 needles.
There are no maker’s marks or date of issue.
The housewife is believed to have been used by Whitney during his time in South Africa and
this is collaborated by the inclusion of red thread in the kit. This colour would not have been
commonly used in the Australian army but it is a colour used by the Lancers, particularly in
their pre-Federation uniforms.
Dimensions: 330mm x 100mm.
Provenance: Donated by Ash Whitney.
Condition: Good, showing wear at the edges and with some mothing.
Context/Background History: See item 6.1. Kits such as this have been used in all the
major conflicts involving the Australian Commonwealth Military Forces from WW1 to current
times and the AWM holds several examples, see particularly WW 1 example item
REL34295. However, the Whitney example appears to be an earlier example.
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Historical Significance: A rare surviving example of personal army used by Ash Whitney,
the longest serving [36 years and 191 days] member of the NSW Lancers and the youngest
member to have participated in the Boer War.
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6.3 ILLUMINATED ADDRESS, 1901

Accession Number: 2009-155 [Cat 4389].
Object Description: Framed, in black painted wood, illuminated address presented to
Trooper Ash Whitney by the community of Parramatta on his return from the Boer War.
The address is inscribed, down its left side, with the names of the British commanders:
Roberts; Buller; Kitchener; and French and Bloemfontein, the capital city of Orange Free
State which was captured by the British cavalry [including the NSW Lancers] on the 13th
March 1900. It is decorated with a silver Lancers’ Regimental badge [Carrington crest with
crossed lances]; Drawings of three bamboo lances with red and white pennons [NSW
Lancers colours]; and a diamond shaped drawing of a crossed sabre and rifle beneath a
slouch and the inscription “veni vidi vici”; and a circular photograph of Memorial Gates
[location and significance not known].
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The Address reads:
To
Trooper A. Whitney,
Dear Sir,
In welcoming you home on this the
occasion of your return to the place of your nativity
after active service with the N. S. Wales Lancers in the
Transvaal under Major French.
On your behalf of your many friends we desire to
express our pleasure of having you once more amongst us.
We have followed with growing admiration the
Triumphs won by your Regiment both on parade and in
Battle, and are assured that in the deserving of these honors [sic]
You, the youngest member of your company, have had a share.
We are confident that the virgin flag of the young
Australian Commonwealth will ever float proudly aloft while
guarded by such valliant [sic] sons; May you long be spared to
wear the laurels of victory.
In conclusion may we ask you to accept the
accompanying token of our appreciation, as a proof that when
at the call of the Empire you were an “Absent Minded Beggar” we
have not neglected to pass the hat and “pay! pay!! pay!!!”
Very Sincerely Yours
On behalf of the Committee
President A Hartley
Hon. Secretary A. C. Howard

Treasurer E. Hartley

Dimensions: 500mm x 350mm.
Provenance: Donated from Ash Whitney.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: See Item 6.1.
Historical & Social Significance: The Australian response to the South African War
illustrates the paradoxical nature of the sense of Australian nationalism that prevailed at the
time of Federation. Australians, who wanted nationhood, also wanted to be part of the
"imperial family" and were eager to prove their worth on the battlefield. The presentation to
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Whitney is indicative of the initial, community support for the war and the pride felt in the
participation of local men. It also demonstrates the strong links between Parramatta and the
Lancers.
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6.4 SOLDIER’S, BOER WAR, POCKET, NEW TESTAMENT, 1900

Accession Number: Books & Publications No. C526
Object Description: Pocket sized New Testament carried by Trooper Ash Whitney during
his time at the Boer War. The testament is 400 pages long and is titled “Soldiers New
Testament South Africa”. It was published in 1900 by W Walters, 15 Strand London and the
Office of the S. C. M. & C. P. Bible Stand and is “Illustrated from Original Drawings Made in
the Holy Land by H. A. Harper and J. Clark”. The back cover is titled “Peace though the
Blood of his Cross”.
The testament is inscribed: “Presented to Tpr. A. Whitney, NSW Lancers 21/8/00 August
21st 1900”.
Dimensions: 115mm x 70mm.
Provenance: Donated by Ash Whitney.
Condition: Fair. The front and back covers are faded the binding is coming apart. The
preface page is torn and has some water marks.
Context/Background History: See Item 6.1.
Historical and Social Significance: A rare example of a New Testament issued to British
troops serving in South Africa in 1900, and specifically designed to fit into a soldier’s tunic
pocket. It illustrates the prevailing view of harnessing the power of religion to military
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endeavour and is personally inscribed by the Trooper who carried it, Trooper Ash Whitney,
an original member [and youngest] of Cox’s Half Squadron of NSW Lancers.
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6.5 SCONCE LAMP, 1911

Accession Number: 78-93.
Object Description: A lamp, with a rectangular, silver painted, metal, body; perforated
base plate; and candle holder. It also has a perforated top and glass sides, each divided
horizontally so that there are eight panes of clear glass. It is embossed [at the top] with the
instruction to: “USE ½ CANDLES ONLY” and the top and the base plates unlock to fold flat
as do the sides [for compact storage].
It has a small oval, brass manufacturer’s plate near the bottom with the inscription: “Harvey,
Shaw & Drake Pty. Ltd. Melbourne, 1911”. Harvey, Shaw & Drake were a firm of Melbourne
[located at 560 Lonsdale Street] based tinsmiths and iron mongers who supplied
organisations like the railways with lamps and galvanised iron products.
Dimensions: approx 120mm square x 300mm tall.
Provenance: Donated by Ash Whitney.
Condition: Good.
Historical and Social Significance: A rare example of lamp that was used by the NSW
Lancers in bell tents and kitchens and an rare example of Army field issue from the late 19th
and early 20th centuries.
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7. MAJOR GENERAL SIR JOHN NORTHCOTT COLLECTION
7.1 SERVICE JACKET AND CAP, 1945-1946

Accession Numbers: 09–195 [Jacket]; 09–196 [Cap]; 09–197; and [Sam Browne belt].
Object Description: Service jacket and cap worn by Lieutenant General, Sir John Northcott
KCMG, KCVO, CB, while commander of the British Commonwealth Occupation Force
[BCOF] in Japan after the Second World War. The jacket bears the BCOF sleeve badge
[cloth] on the right sleeve with a miniature, WW2, colour patch [felt] on the left sleeve for the
1st Australian Armoured Division. It also has a blackened, curved, brass “Australia” badge
and oxidised, metal, Lieutenant General’s rank badge on each shoulder strap and scarlet
gorgets [on each collar] which also bear a Lieutenant General’s rank insignia. The jacket
has oxidised buttons and four patch pockets. Over the top of the left pocket are the ribbons
for Sir John Northcott’s military service and imperial awards.
The jacket is fitted with a “Sam Browne”, leather belt with metal buckle and fittings and
detachable shoulder strap.
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The service cap has a scarlet band [denoting a Staff Officer] with a bullion lieutenant
colonel’s rank badge [crossed sword and baton within a wreath, embroidered in gold
surmounted, and by the royal crest].
Provenance: Estate of Sir John Northcott.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: Sir John Northcott [1890-1966], career army officer and
governor of NSW, was born at Creswick, Victoria, the eldest son of English-born parents.
His father owned a store in the nearby town of Dean and Northcott was educated at Dean
State School and then Grenville College, Ballarat.
Northcott was commissioned in 1908 in a Militia unit, the 9th Light Horse Regiment [Victorian
Mounted Rifles], and in 1912 he joined the Permanent Military Forces as a lieutenant with
the Administrative and Instructional Staff. Following the outbreak of the 1914-1918 War he
transferred to the Australian Imperial Force [the 12th Battalion] and shortly later landed at
Anzac Cove, Gallipoli. Almost immediately, Northcott was wounded in the chest by a rifle
bullet. He was evacuated to England, and took no further part in the war. His recuperation
was prolonged, and he did not return to Australia until the 30th December 1915.
After the war, he steadily advanced in his army career. He undertook several staff postings
in Western Australia before attending the Staff College, Camberley, England, in 1924-25 and
later the Imperial Defence College, London, and the Senior Officers' School, Sheerness. He
also completed an attachment to the Committee of Imperial Defence.
In 1937 Northcott returned to Melbourne. His broad experience in staff appointments and
knowledge of transport were particularly important to the future mobilization for the Second
World War. At the outbreak of the war he was Director of Military Operations and
Intelligence, with the rank of brevet colonel and in October 1939 was promoted to major
general, appointed Deputy-Chief of the General Staff and accompanied the Minister for
Supply and Development [Casey] to the Dominions' Conference in London as his military
adviser.
Northcott was one of the regular officers who aspired to field command but was excluded
because his knowledge was vital to the Chief of General Staff [CGS] and while he was
involved in organizing the 1st Armoured Division he had to settle for command in Australia
[of the 1st Armoured Division [September 1941 to April 1942] and II Corps [April-September].
In September 1942 Northcott became Blamey's principal non-operational subordinate when
he was appointed Chief of General Staff, responsible for administering and training the army.
At the end of the war General Sturdee accepted the position of CGS but made it a condition
of his acceptance that Northcott be given the appointment of commander-in-chief of the
British Commonwealth Occupation Force [BCOF] in Japan, an indication of the genuine
esteem in which Northcott's service was held. He headed the BCOF from December 1945
to June 1946.
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Northcott was the first Australian-born and one of the longest-serving governors of New
South Wales. He was sworn in on 1st August 1946 and served as Governor until his
retirement in July 1957. During his term he twice administered the Commonwealth of
Australia [1951 and 1956].
In recognition of his long service Northcott was appointed a Member of the Royal Victorian
Order [MVO]; Companion of the Order of the Bath [CB]; Knight Commander of the Order of
St Michael and St George [KCMG]; and Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian Order
[KCVO].
Historical and Social Significance: Sir John Northcott had a long association with the
NSW Lancers. He was the honorary colonel of the 1st/15th Royal New South Wales Lancers
[1946-1957]; patron of the Royal Australian Armoured Association; and Commander of the
1st Armoured Division [September 1941 to April 1942]. Throughout his army career
Northcott was highly regarded as an outstanding staff officer and in peacetime was
appointed the first Australian-born and one of the longest-serving governors of New South
Wales. His uniform and other personal items in the collection reflect all of these things.
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7.2 VEHICLE PENNANTS

Accession Number: 2009-171-1 [BCOF]; 2009-171-2 [Governor of NSW]; and 2009-171-3
[1st Armoured Division].
Object Description: Three, vehicle pennants used by Sir John Northcott during his career
as both a senior army officer and public figure. From left to right:
1. As Lieutenant General, when he commanded the British Commonwealth Occupation
Forces [BCOF] in Japan [from December 1945 to June 1946]. The pennant is a
Union Jack and bears the cipher of King George VI;
2. As Governor of NSW [from the 1st August 1946 to July 1957] and Administrator of the
Commonwealth of Australia [in 1951 and 1956]. The pennant is the Union Jack; and
3. As the Commanding Officer [Major General] of the 1st Australian Armoured Division
in WW2 [September 1941 to April 1942]. The pennant, which is swallow-tailed, is
made of red felt and features the insignia [sewn on] of the Division [a grey coloured
tank] and the numeral 1, also grey and sewn on, in the top left hand corner.
Provenance: Estate of Sir John Northcott.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: See item 9.1.
Historical and Social Significance: Sir John Northcott was an outstanding staff officer and
at the end of World War 2 General Sturdee accepted the position of Chief of General Staff of
the Australian Army but made it a condition of his acceptance that Northcott be given the
appointment of commander-in-chief of the British Commonwealth Occupation Force [BCOF]
in Japan, an indication of the genuine esteem in which Northcott's was held. In peacetime
he was appointed the first Australian-born and one of the longest-serving governors of New
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South Wales. The vehicle pennants relate to three of the highlights of his long and
distinguished public life.
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7.3 OFFICER’S SADDLE, 1908

Accession Number: 09-159.
Object Description: Universal Pattern Officer’s saddle acquired by Sir John Northcott in
1908. The saddle is complete with stirrup leathers and single bar irons and white neck ropes
Provenance: Gift from Sir John Northcott.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: John Northcott was reputed to have been an enthusiastic
member of the school cadets and after finishing his schooling was commissioned, in August
1908, in a Victorian Militia unit, the 9th Light Horse Regiment [which was redesignated in
1912 as the 19th Light Horse].
On 16 November 1912 he joined the Permanent Military Forces as lieutenant, Administrative
and Instructional Staff, and was posted to the 6th Military District [Tasmania]. He transferred
to the Australian Imperial Force in August 1914 and was appointed adjutant of the 12th
Battalion which was based at Anglesea Barracks, Hobart before travelling to Egypt and then
Gallipoli.
Historical and Social Significance: Sir John Northcott had a long and outstanding army
career which commenced in 1908 when he enlisted in a Victorian Militia unit, the 9th Light
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Horse Regiment. His saddle, which was acquired at that time, is emblematic of his early
army days and his long association with the NSW Lancers. It is also a good example of a
cavalry officer’s saddle from that time.
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ITEMS RELATING TO OTHER THEMES OF THE REGIMENT’S HISTORY

1. SCRAPBOOKS
1.1 LIEUTENANT COLONEL MCMAHON’S SCRAPBOOK, 1897 to 1950

Accession Number: 2009-126 [cat 4359].
Object Description: Bound, green coloured with the word “Album” embossed in gold on the
front, scrapbook belonging to [Lieutenant-Colonel] James McMahon, Commanding Officer of
the Regiment from 1914-1921. The scrapbook, which covers the period from 1897-1950, is
not organised in strict chronological order. Its contents cover many of the differing aspects
of McMahon’s life: The Lancers; the family’s carrying business, family properties; NSW and
Australian Rugby Teams; civic occasions and the Royal Easter Show.
The album includes:
1. 54 x photographs, mostly professionally taken and mostly mounted one to a page;
Topics include the Queen’s 1897 Diamond Jubilee; the departure of the Lancers’
contingent for the Boer War; the Regimental band; Rugby Teams [1896, 1897, 1889,
1903, 1907]; an 1897 signed portrait of Lord Roberts; Lancers’ contingent at the
ceremony to mark the laying of the foundation stone for Canberra; and horse teams
and properties relating to the family carrying business;
2. 9 Ix invitations to civic events such as the opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge;
3. 1 x Postcard;
4. 2 x Correspondence;
5. 10 x Press Cuttings relating to football teams and McMahon’s role as ringmaster at
the Royal Sydney Easter Show.
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Dimensions: 380mm x 275mm.
Provenance: Gifted by the McMahon family.
Condition: Good but with some foxing.
Context/Background History: Lieutenant-Colonel James P. McMahon, VD, joined the
Sydney Troop of the NSW Lancers, as a trooper, on the 9th March 1891. He was
commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant on the 11th August 1900; Lieutenant on the 5th December
1901; Major, and second-in –command of the Regiment, on the 30th September 1912; and
temporary Lieutenant-Colonel on the 30th November 1918.
As a sergeant, he travelled to England as part of the Lancers’ detachment to the 1897
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations. Later, he became a squadron Sergeant-Major and
was subsequently appointed Regimental commander from the 1st September 1914 to the
30th March 1921. In 1921 he was placed on the Retired List with the rank of honorary
Lieutenant-Colonel.
In civilian life, McMahon was the head of the family business, a well-known firm of master
carriers, which had been established by his father. After assuming control of the business
he converted it from horses to motor vehicles. He was President of the Master Carriers'
Association from 1925 to 1935.
He was elected an Alderman on Sydney City Council and represented Gipps Ward, from
1930 until 1950 [only 12months before he died]. During his time as an Alderman he was a
Member of the Finance Committee, 1930-1935; the Health and By-Laws Committee, 19301938; the Health and Recreations Committee, 1938-1950; the City Planning and
Improvements Committee, 1938-1939; the Electricity Committee, 1938-1941; the Works
Committee, 1932-1950 and its Vice-Chairman from 1932 to 1944. He was also a member of
the Special Committee on National Emergency Services, 1940-1946.
In his youth, McMahon was a notable Rugby Union footballer and Captained the NSW Team
on ten occasions: during the 1894 tour of New Zealand; the 1895 series against Victoria; and
in 1896 against Queensland. He was subsequently manager of the NSW Team as-well-as
the 1908 Wallabies team to tour the British Isles.
McMahon was also prominent in other fields. He was president of the Horse Association of
NSW and ringmaster of the Sydney’s Royal Agricultural Society’s annual show [during the
1930s].
He died on the 1st January 1951 aged 83 years.
McMahon’s nephew, William McMahon, was Prime Minister of Australia [1971-1972].
Historical Significance: The scrapbook is McMahon’s personal scrapbook covering all
facets of his life. Besides the military/regimental material, the book contains rare
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photographs of early NSW and Wallaby Rugby Union Football teams; photographs and
items dealing with his carrying business; governmental; community and social activities.
Social Significance: The book provides a personal insight into the many and varied
business, community and social interests of a leading NSW person throughout most of his
adult life.
Research Value: Those interested in researching the lives of prominent NSW families of the
period, Australian business particularly the haulage industry, the Royal Agricultural Society
of NSW and early Rugby Union Football Teams.
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1.2 LIEUTENANT TIMOTHY’S SCRAPBOOK, 1897

Accession Number: 992-017-1 [cat 2764].
Object Description:
Timothy” in gold].

Felix Cassanett Timothy’s bound scrapbook, [embossed “F. C.

Lieutenant Timothy was one of three subalterns who accompanied Captain Vernon and the
NSW Lancers’ contingent to England in 1897 to take part in the celebrations to
commemorate Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee. Timothy’s scrapbook is largely devoted to
recording his activities, particularly social outings, while at the Jubilee. It includes personal
invitations; banquet menus; concert programmes; special memberships to clubs; church
services; news paper cuttings; and photographs.
The photographs are professionally taken and most are mounted one per page and single
sided, although a few pages are double–sided. Most of the photographs deal with the Half
Squadron’s time in England and one [taken during a visit to the Carrington Estate, High
Wycombe] is signed by Earl Carrington and dated 20th June 1897. Carrington was the Hon.
Colonel of the Regiment and former Governor of NSW. There is also one photograph taken
in Egypt in 1915 [presumably when Timothy was there during WW1] and a few taken in
Australia after Timothy’s return from England [including a photograph of the German
portable forge purchased by W. L. Vernon – see Item 3.7].
The invitations include Timothy’s personal invitation to the Jubilee Ball at the London
Guildhall. Also included are the Orders for the Colonial Procession that took place on the
22nd June 1897; programme for the Spit Head Review and 2nd Annual Yeomanry and
Volunteer Tournament.
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Lieutenant Timothy is listed as a member of the Lancers’ Sydney Troop in 1893 and in 1900
was acting adjutant, NSW Lancers, while Captain George Lee was overseas with the
Lancers’ contingent at the Boer War [and again for a period in 1902]. In 1908, Captain F. C.
Timothy [NSW Lancers] is identified as Orderly Officer for the 2nd Australian Light Horse
Brigade.
When war broke out in 1914 Timothy enlisted in the AIF and is identified in the WW1
Nominal Roll: “Major Felix Cassanett Timothy, VD, Sea Tran. Serv. RTA 18.10.16” and
according to P.V. Vernon, the Lancers’ official historian, was later promoted to LieutenantColonel, MTO [Motor/Mechanical Transport Officer], in Egypt in 1916.
Dimension: 330mm x 260mm.
Provenance: The Scrap book was gifted to the Lancers’ collection in 1992 by Mrs. I. Rolf,
the daughter-in-law of Lieutenant F. C. Timothy, [and wife of his only son, the late Felix W.
Timothy].
Condition: Generally good but the cover is scuffed and the spine is breaking.
Context/Background History: Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee, the commemoration of
her 60 years on the throne, is reputed to have been the greatest celebration of the 19th
century. At the time, over a quarter of the people in the world and almost a quarter of its
land mass were under Victoria's rule.
The main celebrations took place on 22nd June 1897 and included a Colonial Procession
with troops from all the colonies riding five abreast. This was followed by the Royal
Procession, with an assortment of alternating military bands and squadrons, sheriffs on
horseback, notable citizens, royals and finally, the Queen in a carriage drawn by eight
cream-coloured horses. In the Daily Chronicle, the NSW Lancers were described as the
"flower of the Procession".
The Lancers’ contingent, commanded by Captain Walter Liberty Vernon, was billeted at
Chelsea Barracks while attending the celebrations. There was no lack of festivities during
the celebrations and the Lancers took full advantage of the opportunities.
They
distinguished themselves in the tournament ring in completion with British and other colonial
troops. Out of five Empire Gold Medals allotted, two went to the NSW Lancers, one to a
Canadian and two to British Army competitors.
One of the most memorable excursions made by the Lancers was to High Wycombe, the
estate of Earl Carrington, the Lancers’ honorary colonel. There was a parade of the local
troops to welcome them, and the detachment presented the mayor with a lance, which was
displayed on the wall of the town hall. Two more lances were presented to the vicar, and
these were hung over the architrave of one entrance of the parish church.
Jubilee Medals were presented to the members of the detachment and on 26th August they
embarked for home on S.S. Himalaya.
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Historical Significance: The doors of English society were opened to the Lancers who
were invited to grand balls and other social occasions, attended the theatre and pageants
such as the Fleet Review at Spithead, Portsmouth [which for Britain and her Empire] was a
celebration of the Britain’s status as "top dog" among the Powers of Europe]. Timothy’s
album is a pictorial record of a young, NSW, colonial subaltern’s participation in these
functions and in what has been described as the greatest celebration of the 19th century.
Social Significance: The scrapbook provides first hand evidence of the extent and the
lavishness of social, ceremonial and patriotic activity at the time. Much of the scrapbook is
devoted to personal invitations to public and private social & ceremonial activities from a
virtual “who’s who” of London society.
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1.3 CORPORAL BEN HARKUS SCRAPBOOK, 1899-1900

Accession Number: 2009-125 [cat 4358].
Object Description: Bound, dark blue scrapbook embossed on the front and spine with the
title; “Newspaper Cuttings” and with double horizontal lines across the front. It has 100
pages and has newspaper cuttings pasted on 59. The scrapbook was kept by the sister of
Corporal Ben Harkus.
The newspaper cuttings commence in 1899 [with a cutting from the Argus and Fruitgrowers
Advocate] and are from both Australian and English newspapers. They plot the public
acclaim, subsequent vilification, death and public remorse of Corporal Harkus of the NSW
Lancers [between 1897 and 1900]. It includes a defence of Harkus written by Banjo
Patterson, who was a War Correspondent with the Lancers and General French’s cavalry in
South Africa. It also includes a WW1 photo of Roy Harkus, Corporal Harkus’ son, who was
a pilot and was awarded the Military Cross.
Dimensions: 320mm x 250mm.
Provenance: Gift from R E Harkus.
Condition: Good – some of the newspaper clippings show wear and deterioration.
Context/Background History: At the end of the 19th Century, Corporal Rowland Edward
[Ben] Harkus was one of Australia’s best known military horsemen. The prowess he had
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shown and the prizes that he had won at military tournaments in Australia and in England
had received wide press coverage.
Harkus was a member of the Lancers’ Parramatta Half Squadron and accompanied Captain
Vernon and the NSW Lancers’ contingent to England in 1897 to take part in the celebrations
to commemorate Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee. He travelled to England for a second
time in 1899 with Cox’s half squadron, to train with the British cavalry. The Lancers were
training alongside the 6th Dragoon Guards [Carabiniers] at Aldershot, England, when the
Boer War broke out and Cox volunteered himself and his men for service in South Africa.
The offer was accepted by the British and New South Wales governments. However, when
the Half Squadron arrived at Cape Town, in December 1899, thirty one of its members [most
of who were under age or had family commitments] continued to Sydney. Amongst them
was Ben Harkus, who had taken his family with him to England and felt that his duty to his
sick wife and to the post office [in civilian life he was a postman] outweighed his duty to the
Empire.
News of their decision not to go to South Africa prompted an angry, public debate between
those who defended the right of Australians to refuse to fight in foreign wars, and those who
felt that if the empire was in danger it was every soldiers’ duty to fight. Harkus and the
others were accused of hiding behind the skirts of their womenfolk and men, who only
months before had been hailed as heroes, were now jeered as cowards.
Public pressure never lifted from the men. The war was going badly and many of the
returned men, including Harkus, agreed to offer their services. As a consequence, Harkus
[Service Number 67] led the third draft of Lancer Reinforcements to South Africa.
On the 3rd March 1900, Corporal Harkus and 14 men, mostly Aldershot men, joined the
Lancers under Major Lee and ten days later entered Bloemfontein [the capital of the Orange
Free State] with General French’s cavalry. While they were there, several of the Lancers
contracted typhus and as a result two died – Corporal Harkus and Trooper Fetting. This was
just four weeks after Harkus had rejoined the Lancers’ South African contingent [4th April
1900].
Harkus’ wife and children subsequently returned to England to live but the controversy
surrounding her husband had a profound impact on the family and she conscientiously
collected news paper reports concerning the events surrounding his life.
Historical and Social Significance: A large collection of Australian and British newspaper
cuttings, that chart the public acclaim and subsequent vilification of Corporal Ben Harkus
and, on his death, the public anger and remorse at the way he had been treated when he
returned to Australia in 1899. The collection provides a remarkable insight into Australian
nationalism at the time of Federation and the attitudes of the newly formed nation to the
Empire and its sense of duty to it.
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2. ORGANISATION & ADMINISTRATION
2.1 OUTWARDS CORRESPONDENCE BOOK, CAVALRY HEADQUARTERS, 1886 to
1888

Accession Number: 2009-096 [cat 4329].
Object Description:
Bound, ledger style book containing copies of the outwards
correspondence from the Headquarters, NSW Cavalry Reserves. The book contains 2 x 89
pages. The correspondence is indexed and the correspondence is in chronological order. It
commences on the 5th February 1886 and the last entry is on the 24th February 1888. The
correspondence deals with the establishment of the Lancers and its ongoing administration.
It includes lists of officers, details of camps inspections and church parades.
Dimensions: 390mm x 250mm.
Provenance: Regimental property.
Condition: Good, the binding on the spine appears to have been replaced.
Context/Background History: The NSW Cavalry Reserve was only established in 1885
and by early 1886 comprised the Sydney Lancers and Seven Troops of Light Horse located
at:
Illawarra;
West Camden [Mittagong, Robertson and district];
West Maitland;
Ulmarra;
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Grafton; and
Upper Clarence, [two troops].
Historical Significance: This is the original outwards correspondence book for the newly
formed NSW Cavalry, with extensive correspondence from the first commanding officer
[Major Malcolm Melville Macdonald] and the Adjutant to the Troops spread across NSW and
to the Commander of NSW Military Forces. It provides rare insight into the organisation,
command and administration of the NSW Cavalry at its inception.
Social Significance: It provides insights into the attitudes within and towards the NSW
Cavalry in the mid 1880’s.
Research Value: It provides insights into early New South Wales colonial military
organisation, command and administration especially of the NSW Cavalry.
Representativeness: The ledger is unique.
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2.2 ADJUTANT’S OUTWARDS CORRESPONDENCE BOOK 1891 to 1894

Accession Number: 2009-097 [cat 4330].
Object Description: Bound ledger with green, water mark cover and leather spine for
Outwards Correspondence of the Adjutant [Captain Malcolm McNeill] of the NSW Cavalry
Regiment. The spine has two paper labels: one with the numeral”5” and the other with the
typed title of the ledger, but this is badly faded and difficult to read.
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The correspondence appears to be partially indexed - alphabetically according to the name
of the person to whom the correspondence is addressed and chronologically by the date of
the correspondence. Each page and each piece of correspondence is numbered. The
ledger contains 1003 pages with 940 entries.
The earliest piece of correspondence is dated April 1891 and the most recent 29th February
1894.
The pages in the ledger are onion paper and the correspondence has been duplicated
directly on to them by a process that was used in Britain and the United States of America in
the 19th Century. This involved the use of blue aniline inks, which were not waterproof, and
specially made books that were bound like ledgers but which had pages made of onion skin
paper. After a document was written the original was brought to the book and the next blank
page, which insured that the record of correspondence was chronological, was slightly
dampened. The original correspondence was then pressed against it. For this purpose
there were machines called letter presses. The very slightly damp onion skin pressed hard
up against the original would leech off some of the blue ink and a faithful copy of the
correspondence would be produced on the onion paper. This was only done to one side of
an onion skin page because the actual imprint left was a mirror image of the original and
could only be read by looking at the reverse side of the onion skin page.
Dimensions: 340mm x 240mm.
Provenance: Regimental property.
Condition: Good – some pages are difficult to read because of the technique of copying
using onion paper.
Context/Background History: The Adjutant, at the time this register was kept and the
author of much of the correspondence, was a British officer, Captain Malcolm McNeill of the
4th Hussars, and later ADC to his Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught. McNeill was
specially selected and came to New South Wales in August 1889 to complete the work of
organising the separate troops into a regiment of half squadrons. A veteran of the Sudan
campaign, McNeill adapted well to the Australian temperament and conditions. He carried
the organising through to a successful conclusion and as a result the Government Gazette of
December 1889 announced that the formation six Troops of Cavalry into an administrative
Regiment to be called the NSW Regiment of Volunteer Cavalry. The troops were: ”A” –
Sydney; “B” Illawarra; “C” West Camden; “D” Hunter River; “E” Richmond River : and “F”
Murrumbidgee. Major McDonald was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel and was
appointed to command the new Regiment.
Captain McNeill never forgot that he was merely on loan to the Regiment and he usually
signed the correspondence as Captain, 4th Hussars, Adjutant NSW Cavalry.
Historical Significance:
The ledger provides rare insight into the details of the
reorganisation of the NSW Cavalry. It also deals with the formation, organisation, equipping
and financing of the Mounted Regimental Band [the first of two to be formed in the NSW
Forces].
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Social Significance: The correspondence ledger provides an extensive insight into the
issues and attitudes within and towards the NSW Cavalry at a time of reorganisation. It
outlines the extent of material and financial support that the volunteer officers provided to
supplement very limited government funding for the Band. For example, all Officers were
levied at least 2 pounds per year, without which the equipment and continued operation of
the Band would have been impossible.
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2.3 CONFIDENTIAL PERSONNEL REPORTS CONCERNING THE OFFICERS OF THE
NSW MOUNTED BRIGADE, 1895 to 1896

Accession Number: 2009-098 [cat 4331].
Object Description: Bound ledger with dark green cover and leather spine and corners
containing confidential reports regarding all officers in the NSW Mounted Brigade during the
period 1895 to 1896. The ledger contains 270 pages of which 71 have entries. The
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correspondence is not indexed and appears to cover a range of matters dealing with the
management of the Brigade’s officers. It includes assessments of the individual officer’s
abilities and suitability for the positions they hold or promotion and other matters of a
sensitive nature. The first entry is dated 2nd January 1895 and the last 19th June 1896.
Dimensions: 380mm x 260mm.
Provenance: Regimental property.
Condition: Fair – showing signs of wear and soiling.
Historical Significance: The Ledger provides a rare insight into the military assessment of
NSW officers in the late nineteenth century by senior officers of all Cavalry Officers of the
time, including some who were to became notable Senior Officers in the early twentieth
century, e.g. GL Lee. This ledger is unique.
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2.4 ILLUMINATED NOMINAL ROLLS, FOR THE NSW LANCERS REGIMENT, THE
AUSTRALIAN LIGHT HORSE; MOUNTED RIFLES; AND THE PENNANT OF BRIGADIER
MACARTHUR-ONSLOW [1ST AUSTRALIAN LIGHT HORSE BRIGADE], 1903-1905

Accession Numbers: 78-1 [Mounted Rifles]; and 78-2a [NSW Lancers]; 78-3-1 [Australian
Light Horse]; 78-11.3 [Macarthur-Onslow banner].
Object Description:
1. Three wooden framed [two painted black and one clear oak], illuminated nominal
rolls. One for each of the regiments that made up the 1st Australian Light Horse
Brigade. The:

1st Australian Light Horse [NSW Lancers Regiment], dated 1903;

2nd Australian Light Horse [NSW Mounted Rifles], dated 1904; and

3rd Australian Light Horse [Australian Horse], dated 1905.
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2. The Pennant of the commander of the 1st Australian Light Horse Brigade, Brigadier
MacArthur-Onslow.
The illuminated rolls are paper based and each has the crest of the Regiment; its South
African Battle Honours; the Union Jack and a variation of the Federation Flag [the cross is
red rather than blue]; and the names of its Colonel in Chief; Honorary Colonel; Commanding
Officer; Officers; Senior NCO; and all other troops. The rolls are lavishly coloured and
decorated. The only one that appears to be signed is the 3rd Australian Light Horse.
The Macarthur-Onslow pennant is made of yellow, silk with a red hoist edge. It bears the
Union Jack in the top left corner and is embroidered with the crests of the three Regiments
[that made up the 1st Australian Light Horse Brigade] below the jack. It is also embroidered
with the Macarthur-Onslow family crest and the inscription “1st [in red] A. L. H. Brigade [in
blue with red full-stops]”.
Dimensions:
3.
4.
5.
6.

NSW Lancers Regiment
Australian Light Horse
Mounted Rifles
MacArthur-Onslow

460mm x 590mm.
430mm x 630mm.
500mm x 600mm.
1130mm x 700mm

Provenance: Rolls donated by the family of Sergeant G Morris.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: In 1901 the responsibility for defence passed from the
States to the Commonwealth Government. However, the complete reorganisation was not
put into effect until the 1st July 1903. The three existing cavalry regiments in NSW were
expanded into six light horse regiments and grouped into two brigades, the 1st Australian
Light Horse Brigade and the 2nd Australian Light Horse Brigade.
The 1st Australian Light Horse Brigade was commanded by Colonel James Burns [formerly
of the NSW Lancers] and consisted of the 1st Australian Light Horse [NSW Lancers
Regiment]; 2nd Australian Light Horse [NSW Mounted Rifles]; and the 3rd Australian Light
Horse [Australian Horse]. It had taken much negotiation on the part of the NSW regiments to
convince General Hutton [the new Commonwealth General Officer Commanding] that they
should be allowed to keep their old names as part of their new designation. At this time
Lieutenant-Colonel James William Macarthur-Onslow was commanding the 2nd Australian
Light Horse [NSW Mounted Rifles] but by 1908 he had been promoted to the rank of Colonel
and was commanding the 1st Australian Light Horse Brigade.
James William Macarthur-Onslow [1867-1946], was commissioned captain in the Camden
squadron of the New South Wales Mounted Rifles. In 1894-95 he was selected by Major
General Hutton for special training in India with the 11th Hussars, the Royal Artillery, and the
1st Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps, with which he served in the relief of Chitral expedition
including the storming of Malakand Pass and the action at Khar. For these actions he
received the Chitral medal with the Malakand clasp. Back in Australia he was promoted
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major in February 1896 and in 1897 accompanied a detachment of Mounted Rifles to
England for Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee celebrations. In April 1898 he was promoted
lieutenant-colonel.
During the South African War he went as a special service officer to Cape Town at his own
expense, arriving on 11th April 1900. After a period on the staff of the 7th Division he served
as aide-de-camp to Hutton from June to October, visited England and returned to Australia
in March 1901. He took the 5th Battalion, Australian Commonwealth Horse, to Durban in
July 1902 as its commanding officer, but the war had ended and on arrival back in Sydney in
August the unit was disbanded. For service in the South African War he received the
Queen's medal with four clasps and was mentioned in dispatches; in 1902-09 he was A.D.C.
to the governor-general.
After the South African War Macarthur-Onslow commanded the 2nd Light Horse Regiment
[NSW Mounted Rifles] from 1903 to 1907 [at the time the illuminated rolls were prepared]
and in December 1907 was promoted colonel in command of the 1st Light Horse Brigade [the
period to which his pennant relates]. From January 1910 he was on the unattached list and
between August 1915 and February 1917 made several voyages in the Sea Transport
Service of the Australian Imperial Force between Australia, the Middle East and Britain. He
was A.D.C. to the governor-general again in 1917-20 and on 7th November 1925 was placed
on the retired list with the honorary rank of major general.
Historical and Social Significance: Individually each item is rare but together they are
unique. The rolls are a record of the composition of each of the three Regiments of the 1st
Australian Light Horse Brigade: the number of personnel, their names and their rank and
together they give a total picture of the composition of a cavalry brigade at the time that the
colonial forces had been amalgamated into the new Commonwealth Military Forces.
The rolls were provided by the Troopers of the Regiments in gratitude to their Non
Commissioned Officers and are indicative of the high regard felt by the Troopers for their
Non Commissioned Officers.
The Pennant is the personal pennant of Colonel James William MacArthur-Onslow who
commanded the 1st Australian Light Horse Brigade from 1908 to 1910. Macarthur-Onslow
had a distinguished, volunteer, military career and was a great-grandson of John and
Elizabeth Macarthur.
The quality of the calligraphy and decoration of the Nominal Rolls is a fine example of the
art.
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3. UNIFORMS
3.1 1899 BRITISH ISSUE FOREIGN SERVICE UNIFORM, ACCOUTREMENTS & HELMET

Accession Numbers:
987-029 [jacket]; 978-011-4 [waist cartridge belt]; 978-275
[bandolier]; 978-276 [helmet]; 978-278 [breeches]; 978-280 [boots]; 978-279 [leggings];
Object Description: A khaki, cavalry, service uniform with leather accoutrements as issued
to the NSW Lancers for service during the Boer War. It is of a pattern that was worn by most
of the British troops at the time. The uniform includes:
1. Service dress tunic – Other Rank; khaki cotton drill with square stand collar and
pointed cuffs; the collar, cuffs, pockets and front are all top-stitched; the shoulder
straps each have a single small British general service button [with Imperial crest]
and the jacket has five of the same buttons down the front; two pleated breast
pockets with shallow three-pointed flaps and a single button. The shoulder straps
have four small holes where identification badges have been removed. Wearer
unknown;
2. Waist cartridge belt [without shoulder straps] - brown leather, with pouches fully
charged with inert ammunition; leather strap with metal loop for the attachment of a
bayonet frog; stamped NSW MI 3 Coy No 485. Wearer Trooper A. E. Treatt;
3. Bandolier - brown leather for use by mounted infantry [described in List of Changes
8789 June 1897], designed to hold 50 rounds of .303-inch ammunition; The bandolier
has fifty tubes which are formed from long strips of leather sewn to the belt; The
tubes are arranged in six sections; the four outermost being fitted with ten tubes each
and the two innermost smaller sections with four and six tubes respectively. Each
section has a flap shaped with sewn darts to prevent the ammunition falling out. The
flaps are fastened with short tapered billets which have a single tear-shaped hole to
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4.

5.

6.
7.
8.

pass over the studs. The studs are riveted to the belt between the leather tubes.
Wearer unknown;
White, British cork Foreign Service helmet covered with khaki cotton drill on the
outside and fine green cotton on the inside; the helmet has no puggaree. Wearer
Sergeant John Martin Hawkey [Service Number 81] of the NSW Mounted Rifles;
Riding Breeches - NSW Military Forces service dress; beige Bradford cord; laced
from the knee down; reinforced on the inside with the same material patches; and
with two pockets – one on each side, at the front and below the waist. Wearer
unknown;
Boots - black leather; ankle length with laces. Wearer unknown;
Spurs – nickel plated; with medium length necks; small star-shaped rowels; and a tan
leather butterfly on the spur strap. Wearer unknown;
Leggings – black leather; with two buckles at the top and wrap around straps. Wearer
unknown;

Related Items: The collection also has other items of Boer War dress:
1. Khaki felt hat with scarlet puggaree. Worn by Trooper E. B. Treatt, [Item 982-668];
2. Helmet, British cork Foreign Service with khaki cloth cover. Worn by Trooper E. B.
Treatt [Item 982-638];
3. Tunic; service dress, South African war, OR rank, khaki drill. Worn by Trooper M.
Harford, [Item 978-277];
Provenance: Donated to the museum by the estates of Trooper E. B. Treatt; and Sergeant
T. M. Hawkey.
Condition: Good but with some wear.
Context/Background History: When Cox’s Half Squadron of Lancers arrived in South
Africa in 1899 it faced a great shortage of all sorts of equipment. It had no horses; khaki
clothing; or field equipment. A fortnight after disembarking the Lancers had travelled 300
miles inland to De Aar Junction, near where Lord Methuen was trying to force his way
through the Boer lines. However, there was still a shortage of equipment and only 29
Lancers, [The Fighting Twenty-nine], were immediately able to be sent into action. By this
time the Lancers had swapped their NSW Forces cavalry uniform for the British issue khaki.
However, they had rejected the British helmet and retained their slouch hats. This was to
result in them coming under friendly fire from the British Carabiniers, who, although they
were familiar with the Australian slouch hat from the time they had trained together at
Aldershot, could not distinguish them from Boers. As a consequence the British helmets that
had been rejected in 1899 were adopted.
Historical Significance: The uniform is representative of the drab cotton, British Foreign
Service Dress that the NSW Lancers adopted after they arrived in South Africa in 1899 and
soon discovered that the Lancers’ NSW Forces uniform was inappropriate for the conditions
that they encountered on the Veldt.
It is part of a collection of personal issue items belonging to Trooper Eric Burford Treatt that
includes a slouch hat with Lancer badge, forage cap purchased at Aldershot, lance pennon
carried in the escort for Queen Victoria in 1897, haversack, spur, mess tin, kitbag, bandolier
(fully charged with non operative rounds), water bottle and bayonet frog with scabbard.
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Treatt was a member of the NSW Lancers Singleton Half Squadron; Cox’s Half Squadron
that went to the UK, at his own expense, to be trained at Aldershot. When the Boer War
broke out the he sailed to South Africa with the rest of the Squadron and served there until
1902 [his service Number was 828].
Social Significance: Good example of the personal equipment of an ordinary Australian
mounted trooper in the Boer War.
Scientific, Research or Technical Significance: Demonstrative of the manufacturing
procedures, textiles and leatherwork used in uniforms during prior to WW1.
Research Value: Rare example of an almost complete, personal-kit, issue for a mounted
trooper during the Boer War.
Interpretative Potential: This uniform is part of the sequence of uniforms in the collection
showing the development of the Lancer uniforms from 1885 to the present day.
Representativeness: The uniform is representative of the drab cotton, British Foreign
Service Dress that the NSW Lancers adopted after they arrived in South Africa in 1899.
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3.2 WORLD WAR I SUMMER SERVICE DRESS, C1918

Accession Number: 2009-008 [cat4235].
Object Description: Summer Service Dress with accoutrements of the type worn by the
Regiment, as the 1st Australian Light Horse, during the Sinai-Palestine campaign of 19161918.
The uniform includes:
1. Service dress tunic – Other Ranks; khaki cotton drill; with a stand and fall collar
fastened at the throat with two hooks and eyes; pointed cuffs; four pleated pockets
with shallow three-pointed flaps and a single brown leather button. The leather used
for the buttons has been pressed to imitate plaited leather. The tunic has five of the
same buttons down the front; and the collars bear oxidised brass “Rising Sun”
badges [on each side]; each shoulder strap has curved, oxidised brass “AUSTRALIA”
and “LH” and “1” shoulder titles. The right shoulder bears the colour patch [the
coloured section of which is now badly faded] of the 1st Australian Light Horse
Regiment, AIF, [horizontally aligned rectangular patch diagonally divided light blue
over white] with a brass letter 'A', denoting service in Gallipoli, in the centre. Above
the right sleeve cuff are four blue [faded] and one red service chevrons, each
chevron denoting one year's service. The red chevron denotes service before the 31st
December 1914 and the blue chevrons denote service from the 1st January 1915.
The left sleeve bears a single, vertical silver stripe, near the cuff, indicating that the
wearer was wounded in action. Wearer unknown;
2. Waist belt - brown leather, with ammunition pouches. Each pouch has a flap fastened
by a brass stud. Wearer unknown;
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3. Bandolier - brown leather with nine, ammunition pouches, as worn by the Australian
light horse units. The leather band supporting the pouches is cut in a curve and is in
two pieces joined by three steel rivets. Each side has a cut out strip in the centre
where the pouches are attached top and bottom by steel and copper rivets. Each
pouch has a flap fastened by a brass stud. The length of the bandolier can be
adjusted by brass buckles at either end. This type of bandolier was used by
Australian light horse units. The horse carried one around its neck and the rider one
across the shoulder. Wearer unknown;
4. Water Bottle – with brown leather carry strap. Wearer unknown;
5. Khaki fur felt slouch hat with a four pleat, cotton puggaree [without a colour patch].
The hat is turned up on the left side and bears an oxidised Rising Sun badge.
Wearer unknown;
6. Riding Breeches – “bedford cord” mounted service breeches. Wearer unknown;
7. Boots and spurs - brown leather; ankle length, with laces, AIF issue. Wearer
unknown;
8. Leggings – brown leather, Australian spiral fastening leather leggings. Wearer
unknown.
It is not known who was the owner of the jacket but it was gifted to the museum by P.
Reynolds and there was a Trooper Ernest John Reynolds, Service Number 738, in the 1st
Light Horse Regiment. Reynolds joined the Regiment in December 1914 and embarked on
the 8th February 1915 and this would seem to be inconsistent with the red chevron on the
tunic.
Provenance: Gift P Reynolds.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: Following the declaration of war in 1914 the Australian
Government decided to raise a special expeditionary force – the Australian Imperial Force
[AIF], to support the British war effort. Under the provisions of the Defence Act 1903
overseas service was voluntary. As a consequence the existing militia cavalry units
[including the NSW Lancers] were unable to participate in the war. However, many of the
pre-war lancers volunteered for service with the AIF as part of the 1st Light Horse [LH]
Regiment, one of three regiments of the 1st Light Horse Brigade – the first mounted
formation committed by Australia to the First World War.
On the 19th October 1914 the 24 officers, 484 men and 461 horses of the 1st LH boarded the
troop ship, Star of Victoria, bound for Egypt. Seven weeks later the regiment landed at
Alexandria and then spent the next few months training in the area around Heliopolis before
receiving orders to leave for the Gallipoli Peninsula.
The 1st LH arrived at Gallipoli on the 12th May 1915 but because of the difficult terrain their
horses were left in Egypt. They were then deployed in the area around Popes Hill as
reinforcements for the infantry. For most of the campaign they played a defensive role but
did mount an attack on a Turkish position known as the “The Chessboard” as part of the
August Offensive.
The 1st LH remained in the Popes Hill area until the order came for the evacuation of the
Peninsula. During its time there 119 of its men were killed and another 397 wounded.
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Back at Heliopolis the Regiment was immediately re-equipped for mounted work on Egypt’s
western frontier where the Senussi Arabs, a political-religious sect from Libya and Sudan,
had been encouraged by the Germans and Turks to attack the British in the Nile Valley.
At this time, the Turkish Empire stretched through Syria and Palestine almost to the shores
of the Suez Canal and for the rest of the war the 1st Light Horse fought a mobile war against
the Turks [in conditions that were totally unlike those encountered by their counterparts in
France and Belgium].
The campaign began in May 1916 with the Australian troops participating in the defence of
the Suez Canal and the re-conquest of the Sinai peninsular. In the following year Australian
and other allied troops advanced into Palestine and captured Gaza and Jerusalem and by
1918 had occupied Lebanon and Syria.
On the 30th October 1918 Turkey sued for peace and twelve days later the Armistice was
signed.
During its time at Gallipoli and in the Middle East the Regiment was awarded the following
battle honours:











Defence of Anzac
Sari Bair
Rumani
Magdhaba-Rafah
Gaza-Beersheeba
Jerusalem
Jaffa
Jericho
Jordan (Amman)
Megiddo

The AIF was disbanded on 1 April 1921 and the NSW Lancers [the pre-war militia unit] was
designated as the successor to the 1st Light Horse Regiment and assumed its light blue over
white colour patch and battle honours.
Historical & Social Significance: A complete and original uniform, with badges, colour
patch and chevrons as worn by a veteran from the 1st Light Horse Regiment who
participated in the Gallipoli campaign; and the Sinai – Palestine campaigns; and who was
wounded while in action.
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4. WEAPONS
4.1 CIRCA 1890 LANCE BELONGING TO CORPORAL JASPER BURNS

Accession Number: 2009-154 [cat 4387].
Object Description: c1890 lance with an Indian Bamboo shaft, and metal tip and ferrule.
The lance has an over length of 2.75m and is a rare example of the early lances used by the
Regiment. The Lance is reputed to have belonged to Corporal Jasper Burns who is
recorded as serving with the Lancers in 1902.
Provenance: The museum’s accession sheets do not record the provenance of the lance,
however, a paper note [attributed to Norm Grinyer an active member of the Museum
Committee in 1970-80s] attached to the lance states that it is the lance of Corporal Jas
Burns of the Sydney Squadron.
Condition: Good with some minor rust on the metal tip.
Context/Background History: By the mid-eighteenth century mounted troops armed with
lances were no longer used in Western Europe. However, they had been maintained in
Poland. These Polish Lancers were not armoured [in the traditional way] but had lances with
a reach long enough to penetrate an infantry square. In the early years of the nineteenth
century, Napoleon's army incorporated these Polish lancers and after the British
encountered them in 1815 at the Battle of Quatre Bras, Wellington created Lancer
Regiments in the post-war, British Army.
However, by the time the Sydney Light Horse had been established [in 1885] the effective
range of the rifle had been increased to such an extent that it nullified the effectiveness of a
cavalry charge. Notwithstanding this, lancers continued to be popular within the armies of
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the British Empire and when a New South Wales contingent of infantry and artillery was sent
to the Sudan its Commander, John Soame Richardson, was greatly impressed with the
British Lancers that he saw there.
When Richardson returned to Sydney he brought with him two lances that had been
presented to him by Colonel A. P. Palmer, commander of the 9th Bengal Lancers. Previously
Palmer’s lancers had been the 9th Bengal Cavalry Regiment [1st Hodson's Horse] and it
was only in February 1885 that it had been ordered to convert to lancers and move off to join
the British Army in Sudan.
One of Richardson’s first official acts, after resuming duty as the Commandant of the NSW
Military Forces [a position he held from 1871 to 1892], was to direct the Sydney Light Horse
to become lancers. However, they were unable to arm themselves with locally produced
lances and so while they waited for lances to arrive from England they drilled with bamboo
poles to which pennants were tied. Although in 1889 the publication “Young Australia”
records: "The N.S.W. Cavalry - This regiment is to be armed with lances and 500 of these
weapons have been ordered."
Over the next fifteen years the NSW Lancers honed their skills with the lance and performed
creditably at tournaments in both Australia and against other Empire troops in England.
However, by the time the Lancers first went into battle, in South Africa, the lance was
ineffective. Modern rapid-fire breach loading rifles and machine guns with a range of up to
2,000m with smokeless powder could defeat any charge by soldiers on horseback. From
this time on the Regiment only used its lances for ceremonial purposes.
Historical & Social Significance: A rare example of a c1890 lance such as those used by
the NSW Lancers from shortly after their formation in 1885 until the early 19th Century.
Scientific, Research or Technical Significance: Demonstrates the development of
military weaponry and the strategic responses within the Australian army.
Research Value: Weapons in 19th Century.
Representativeness: Typical of the Indian lances with which the Regiment was armed and
of the personal lances used by members of the Regiment until 1903 after which time the
Regiment was only allowed to retain its swords and lances for ceremonial and tournament
work.
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4.2 CAPTURED GERMAN BERGMAN MP18.I MACHINE CARBINE, 1918

Accession Number: 988-021 [cat2357].
Object Description: 1918, German manufactured, Bergman, MP18.I Machine Carbine. It
has a half length wooden stock with a single finger groove on each side of the fore end and
a steel butt plate. The air cooled barrel has a drilled jacket and the action has a small hook
cocking lever on the right side. The receiver is stamped on the top MP 18.1 over the serial
number 2474. The weapon has no magazine [but would have been fitted with a detachable
32 round “snail” drum magazine that was designed originally for the long-barrelled, Luger,
pistol]. A sleeve stop is fitted to the magazine. Originally the weapon would also have been
fitted with a canvas and leather sling but this is now missing.
Specifications: Calibre: 9 mm; Rate of Fire: 450 rounds per minute; Effective Range: 100 to
150 metres; Barrel length: 196 mm; Overall length: 812 mm; Weight: 4.177 kg [empty].
Maker: Theodor Bergmann, Waffenbau.
Provenance: The museum’s accession sheets do not record the provenance of this object.
However, it is believed to have been donated to the museum by P. V. Vernon.
Note: Further research should be undertaken to determine how this machine-gun came into
the Lancers’ collection, when and where it was captured and by whom.
Condition: Good but rendered unserviceable.
Context/Background History: In the early 20th century, experiments were made by
converting stocked pistols from semi to fully automatic. Stocked automatic weapons firing
pistol rounds were further developed during WW I, by Italy, Germany and the United States.
The first dedicated designs were developed in the latter stages of WW 1 both as an
improvement on earlier stocked pistols, and to offer an advantage in trench warfare.
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However, of all these experimental weapons, the Bergman MP18.1 is considered be the first
true submachine gun.
The MP18.1 was developed in 1917 at the request of the Imperial German Army, which
required a compact, yet highly effective weapon for short-range fighting in trenches.
Working at the factory of Theodor Bergmann, the weapon designer, Hugo Schmeisser,
produced a simple and effective automatic weapon, which fired a standard pistol cartridge.
Early prototypes were tested with double-row box magazines which held 20 rounds, but the
German Army insisted on a 32-round snail-drum magazine [TM08], originally produced for
Luger’s P08 “Parabellum” pistol. This magazine was probably the main drawback of the
entire system, as it was awkward to carry, load and manipulate, and quite unreliable in
combat. Nevertheless, at least 30,000 of the MP18.I submachine guns were produced
before the war ended, and at least 10,000 of these reached front line German troops.
All officers, non-commissioned officers and ten per cent of the men in an infantry company
were instructed in the use of the MP18.1 and each company was to have one submachine
gun squad with six guns.
German storm troopers achieved some notable successes with the MP18 during the final
year of the war. However, they were not available in sufficient numbers to have any real
impact.
Soon after the end of WW1, Schmeisser converted his weapon back to the more convenient
and reliable box magazine, and this weapon saw limited use by the police of the Weimar
republic.
Historical & Social Significance: The Bergman MP18.1 is considered to be the first true
submachine gun and its development was to have a significant impact on the way in which
infantry warfare was conducted from 1918 onwards. It is also representative of the
Regiment’s service during WW I.
Scientific, Research or Technical Significance: Forerunner in development to all sub
machine guns including the MP 38-40 “schmeisser”.
Representativeness: Although not a weapon used by the Regiment it is a rare example of
the first true submachine gun and of a weapon captured by the Regiment during WW I.
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5. TRANSPORT AND EQUIPMENT
5.1 MATILDA INFANTRY SUPPORT TANK MK IV C1940-1

Accession Number: None.
Object Description: British made, infantry support tank, Matilda Mark IV with the
Identification Number T29923. The tank is in an unrestored condition and has been stripped
of its turret and weapons but is otherwise complete.
The Matilda tank was designed by the British Mechanization Board and the first tank was
produced in 1937 but only two were in service when war broke out in September 1939. In
total 2,987 tanks were manufactured by the Vulcan Foundry; John Fowler and Company;
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Ruston and Hornsby; and later by the London, Midland and Scottish Railway at its Horwich
Works; Harland and Wolff; and the British Locomotive Company. Further research needs to
be undertaken to establish which of these manufacturers produced “Ace”. Production was
stopped in August 1943.
The most common model was the Mark IV of which 1613 were produced.
Specifications: The Mark IV Matilda Tank weights 26.4 tonnes and has a length of 6.0 m;
width of 2.6 m; and a height 2.5 m. It had a crew of four: a commander; driver; gunner; and
loader-wireless operator.
Being an infantry support tank it was slow moving. It had a speed equal to the walking pace
of a man but it was heavily armoured. Its steel hull was 76-89 mm [3-4 inches] thick at its
front; 50-76 mm [2-3 inches] on the engine well and 38 mm [1½ inches] on the track skirt.
The heavy armour [127-178mm or 5-7 inches thick] of the Matilda's cast turret was
legendary and the only time this armour was penetrated [when in use by the Australian
Army] was during the Regiment’s Borneo campaigns and this was by a Japanese120 mm
gun.
It was armed with a main gun, a 3 inch howitzer, and a 7.92 mm Besa machine gun.
Mechanically, the Matilda possessed a hydraulic, power operated turret [removed from Ace
when it was disposed of by the army]. It was powered by two 80hp Leyland diesel engines
which were linked through an epicyclic gearbox, which in turn drove a pair of rear sprockets.
The suspension consisted of sets of bogies which were linked together and worked against
horizontal compression springs.
The tank was carried by 5 double wheel bogies on each side. Four of the bogies were paired
on a common coil spring. The fifth, rearmost, bogie was sprung against a hull bracket.
Between the first bogie and the idler wheel was a "jockey wheel".
Provenance: Tank T29923 was one of the tanks operated by the Regiment in New Guinea,
around Finschhafen [as the 1st Australian Tank Battalion], and in Borneo, at Balikpapan [as
the 1st Australian Armoured Regiment]. It was one of the tanks allocated to the battalion’s A
Squadron and was named “Ace” and had an “ace of spades” playing card painted on the
side of its hull. All of the tanks in A Squadron were given names beginning with the letter A
– others were Adonis [also in the Lancers’ Museum collection], Ale, Asp and Anteater.
To this day Balikpapan remains the largest amphibious, armoured assault ever undertaken
by the Australian Army and, according to its crew, Ace was the first tank to land. For many
years it had been believed that at the war’s end, all of the Regiment’s Balikpapan tanks were
dumped into the sea. However, three tanks, which were undergoing repairs, were returned
to Australia with the workshop equipment. One of these tanks was Ace and the other two
were Asp [now in a private collection at Oberon in Central Western NSW] and Ale [in a
private collection at Mareeba in Northern Queensland].
On the 1st February 1951 Ace was sold as army surplus. It was stripped of its turret and
weapons so that it could be used for civilian purposes [typically as a farm tractor]. However,
in this case the new owner [Mr. Des Hill] intended to use its motors to power a saw-mill. In
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1998 it was discovered on the Hill family farm in the NSW Southern Highlands. The scheme
to remove its motors had not been implemented and although it had been left in the open it
was largely complete and able to be restored to motorable condition.
It was purchased by the Lancers’ Association in 1998 and is now stored at the Moorebank
School of Military Engineering, where it has been cleaned and some preparatory restoration
undertaken.
Related Items: The museum has an extensive collection of photographs and manuals
dealing with the initial trials carried out at the Armoured Corps Centre, Puckapanyal.
Context/Background History: At the outbreak of World War 2, the Matilda tank was the
main armoured vehicle of the British army. It was a slow, but powerful tank, designed to
provide support to the infantry. After some initial successes in France and the Western
Desert, [when it was given the nickname "Queen of the Desert"] it was found to be unsuited
to the rapid movement of desert warfare and vulnerable to the German 88mm gun. As a
consequence, it was withdrawn by the British, and approximately 350 sold to Australia
[which was desperate for equipment to counter the threat from Japan].
As a consequence, the Matilda tank under went development trials at the Armoured Corps
Centre, Puckapanyal, and the regiments of the 4th Armoured Brigade were subsequently
equipped with them.
Up until this time, the conventional wisdom was that only light tanks could be used in jungle
warfare. However, after the lack-lustre performance of the American, Stuart light tanks in
Papua [at Buna], it was concluded that a heavier tank, with thicker armour and the ability to
penetrate the jungle, would be more suitable. This conclusion proved to be correct and the
Regiment [as the 1st Australian Tank Battalion] successfully used Matildas at Finschhafen,
Sattelberg and along the Rai Coast, [eastern New Guinea] in late 1943 and early 1944. This
was the first time that Matilda tanks had been used in a jungle battlefield and they proved to
be very effective – their heavy armour being impervious to most Japanese ordnance.
The Regiment returned to Australia in June 1944, whereupon it became the 1st Armoured
Regiment and spent the next year training before supporting the 7th Division in what was to
be Australia’s largest armoured/amphibious assault at Balikpapan, Dutch Borneo.
The Regiment’s A and B Squadrons landed at Balikpapan on the 1st July 1945, the first day
of the battle. The regiment was equipped with 26 Matilda tanks; three “Frogs”– Matlildas
armed with a flamethrower; three dozers; and a bridge-laying tank from the 2/1st Armoured
Brigade Reconnaissance Squadron [See Item 5.2]. The tanks supported the infantry in the
capture of Parramatta Ridge, Balikpapan’s township, and in the fighting along the Vasey and
Milford Highways.
Historical Significance:
1.
It demonstrates the evolution of the Regiment from its nineteenth century origins as
horse-mounted troops to a WW 2 armoured regiment;
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2.

3.
4.

5.
6.

It is a tank that was used by the Regiment during WW 2 along the Rai Coast, [eastern
New Guinea] and Balikpapan, Dutch Borneo and is part of a collection of weaponry
and equipment that is similarly emblematic of the Regiment;
It is one of only three surviving Matilda tanks that took part in the landing at Balikpapan
and is the only one that has the potential to be restored to motorable condition;
It is a direct link to what remains the largest amphibious, armoured landing to have
been undertaken by the Australian Army and one in which the offensive power of the
Matilda tanks played a decisive role;
It is associated with the Regiment’s pioneering use of Matilda tanks in jungle warfare in
the South West Pacific; and
It illustrates the realisation by the Australian Government [in 1940 following the
success of the German “blitzkrieg”] that tanks were an essential element of modern
warfare and its subsequent endeavours to raise and equip an armoured division – from
early attempts to manufacture an Australian tank to the supply of the redundant British
tanks.

Scientific, Research or Technical Significance: The Australian adaptation of an obsolete
British tank design which was transformed into the most successful tank for jungle warfare
during WW2.
Social Significance: In 1989, when ACE was discovered at Moss Vale, three of its original
crew who operated it at Balikpapan, were still alive. Since then its driver, Les Betts, has
passed away. However, the tank continues to be of great important to the surviving crew
members; their families and other members of the Regiment who took part in the Balikpapan
landing.
Interpretative Potential:
inception.

The transport and equipment used by the Regiment since its

Representativeness: ACE is one of only three surviving Balikpapan tanks [and the only
one with the potential to be restored to motorable condition] and one of only a handful of
Matilda Tanks surviving worldwide. It is estimated that worldwide, there are around 47
Matilda Tanks [including Ace] surviving in various degrees of preservation.
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5.2 COVENANTER, A13 MARK IV, BRIDGE-LAYER TANK, c1942

Accession Number: 2009-188 [cat 4428].
Object Description: A c1942, bridge-layer version of the British made tank, Cruiser Mark
V, Covenanter [A13 Mark IV]; Serial Number T81710.
The Covenanter tank was designed in 1939 by the London, Midland and Scottish Railway
Company Special Drawing Office at Euston with Nuffield designing the turret and Henry
Meadows the engine. The gun tank was never to be used in combat. However, the bridgelayer version saw service with Czechoslovak, Polish and Australian troops.
The purpose of the bridge-layer was to assist armies to rapidly deploy tanks and other
armoured vehicles across ditches and similar obstacles. The Covenanter A13 Mark IV
Bridge-layer is fitted with a 9.8m span, folding “scissors bridge” capable of taking a 30 ton
load. The bridge was laid by means of hydraulic rams & arms installed in the fighting
compartment, with power from the engine fan drive.
In operation, the bridge-layer unfolds and launches its bridge across an obstacle, a process
that takes only minutes. Once the span has been put in place, the bridge-layer detaches
itself from the bridge, and moves aside to allow traffic to pass. When all of the vehicles have
moved over, it crosses the bridge itself, reattaches to the bridge and then retracts the span
ready to move off again. By using a tank chassis, the bridge-layer was able to cover the
same terrain as main battle tanks, and the provision of armour allowed it to operate in the
face of enemy fire.
Specifications: The Covenanter A13 Mark IV Bridge-layer had a two man crew consisting
of a commander and driver; it weighted 18.288 tonnes; was powered by a Meadows, 12
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cylinder, horizontally opposed, 300 hp, petrol engine; its transmission had 4 forward and 1
reverse gear; and it used the Christie suspension system. It had a maximum speed of 50
kph and a range of 150 kilometres. It was protected by 7 mm to 40 mm thick armour and a
Besa 7.92 mm machine-gun.
Manufacturer: The hull of T81710 was built by the English Electric Valve Company at
Stafford as part of contract T2075 which was for 250 Mark III and Mark IV Covenanters of
which 47 were to be bridge-layers. The Covenanter bridge-laying tank was not a converted
gun tank. It was specifically made as a bridge-layer and so after the chassis was
constructed by the English Electric Valve Company it was fitted with the bridging equipment
at the Southern Railway Workshops at Eastleigh.
Provenance: T81710 was one of nine bridge-laying tanks in the Australian Army during
WW2. Eight were Covenanters and the ninth was a Valentine. The Covenanters were
acquired in late 1942/early 1943 and immediately went into training at Nerang, Queensland.
Two of the Covenanters were subsequently used in action in North Borneo and Bougainville
[1945]. After the war, five of the Covenanters were mothballed, one was allocated to the
Regular Army and two were allocated to the Citizen Military Forces [Militia]. However, after
the introduction of the Centurion Tank they were withdrawn from service and on the 21st
October 1955 T81710 was disposed of at 2 Base Ordinance Depot [BOD] Moorebank under
Disposal Number N9448. How T81710 then came into the Lancer’s collection is unclear and
further work needs to be done to clarify this.
Note: When the Regiment’s A and B Squadrons landed at Balikpapan on the 1st July 1945
they were supported by a Covenanter bridge-laying tank from the 2/1st Armoured Brigade
Reconnaissance Squadron and there is a significant probability that this tank is the one in
the Lancer’s collection. The museum’s archives include a request by Lieutenant-Colonel A.
H. Bohle, M.B.E., representing the Lancers Museum, requesting assistance from the 2nd
Electrical and Mechanical Engineering Group, Victoria Barracks to refurbish part of the
Covenanter’s bridge structure. In his letter, Colonel Bohle states, “The latter [Covenanter
Bridge-laying Tank] saw active service in Borneo in 1945 as part of the equipment of the
Armoured Squadron [Special Equipment]. It is not only a most rare item of armoured
equipment used by Australians during WW2 but it is also irreplaceable.” The letter is dated
16th November 1981. Although there is a strong prima-face case to support the view that
T81710 did see action at Balikpapan further research should be done to verify this.
Condition: The hull is in good condition and could be restored to motorable condition.
However, the bridge is rusted and would require extensive [and expensive] restoration.
Context/Background History: In 1938, the British War Office issued a requirement for a
new, better armoured cruiser tank and in 1939 the Covenanter A13 Mark III was adopted. In
all, 1771 Covenanters were built including 77 Bridge Layers.
Although not sent overseas, Covenanters fulfilled a very important training role in the United
Kingdom. By the middle of 1942, they formed about a quarter of the British home-based
tank strength. However, they had a number of design deficiencies and the gun tank was
made obsolete in February 1944.
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The bridge-layers lasted longer and saw service with Czechoslovak, Polish and Australian
troops. The Czechoslovaks used them at Dunkirk; the 1st Polish Armoured Division used
them while stationed in the United Kingdom; and the Australians, who had also received
eight, used them in Bougainville and Burma in 1945.
The Covenanter Bridge-layer design proved to be too vulnerable for the heavy fighting in
Italy and the Northwest Europe and the British forces later introduced several more
elaborate designs with heavier armour, based mainly on the Churchill Tank chassis.
The last Covenanters tanks were completed in early 1943 and by February of the following
year the gun tank had been made obsolete. Of the 1771 that were built only four are known
to now exist [and three of these are bridge-layers].
Historical Significance: T81710 is an extremely rare example of a WW2 Covenanter
bridge-laying tank and there is prima-face evidence to suggest that it is the tank that saw
action [in support of the Regiment] at Balikpapan [North Borneo] in 1945. This was the
largest ever armoured/amphibious armoured assault, undertaken by the Australian Army.
See Item 5.1.
Scientific, Research or Technical Significance: The Covenanter tank, which utilised the
Christie’s “fast tank design”, was a revolutionary new design of cruiser tank in 1939 but was
deemed a failure largely because of the speed with which it was brought into production and
the resultant design compromises and associated mechanical problems which made it
unsuited for use in desert warfare. Because of these problems the tank was relegated to a
training role [although this freed other tank designs for service overseas] and some of the
hulls were adapted for other uses, such as bridge-laying. It is of great interest to those who
are concerned with the evolution of armoured fighting vehicle design, especially in WW2.
Research Value: The Australian development and use of special armoured-vehicles in
WW2.
Interpretative Potential:
inception.

The transport and equipment used by the Regiment since its

Representativeness: World-wide, T81710 is one of only three surviving Covenanter
bridge-laying tanks [two in Australia and one in New Zealand] and of these three bridgelayers it is believed to be in the best condition and the only one with the potential for
restoration.
In addition to the three bridge-layer tanks there is also a Covenanter gun tank in the UK at
the Tank Museum, Bovington, Dorset. So that of the 1771 Covenanters manufactured
during WW2 only four are known to still exist – three bridge-layers and one gun tank. As a
consequence T81710 is of international interest.
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6. CEREMONIAL
6.1 1904 KING’S BANNER & STAFF

Accession Numbers: 978-067 [banner] and 978-068 [staff].
Object Description: 1904 Kings Banner and staff presented to the NSW Lancers’ in
recognition of their service during the South African war. The banner depicts the Union flag
and is made of silk with a dull gold and red fringe on 3 sides.
The polished wooden staff is surmounted by a gilded crown and lion with two dull gold and
red cords and tassels. It has a hallmarked, silver plaque on the shaft with the inscription:
“Presented by his Most Gracious Majesty The King Emperor to the 1st
Australian Light Horse Regt. in recognition of services rendered to the
Empire in South Africa 1904”.
The banner was presented to the Regiment on the 14th November 1904, by the GovernorGeneral, Lord Hopetoun on behalf of King Edward VII. The banner was presented in
recognition of the Regiment’s valuable services to the Empire during the South African War.
The presentation took place during the King’s Birthday Royal Review, which was held in
Melbourne and at which eighteen regiments of Australian Light Horse, the Royal Australian
Artillery and the Australian Medical Corps received banners. The NSW Lancers were
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represented at the presentation by Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel C. F. Cox; Regimental
Sergeant Major G. E. Morris; and Squadron Sergeant-Major J. S. Dooley.
Four years later, the King approved the granting of the honorary distinction [or battle
honours] “South Africa” to a number of light horse and other regiments with the years in
which the unit was represented in that war by not less than 20 men. Included was:


The 1st Australian Light Horse Regiment [NSW Lancers] – South Africa, 1899, 1900,
1901, 1902.

The 1904 King’s banners were originally referred to as “King’s Colours” but subsequently,
Military Order No. 123 was issued and it stated: “Instructions have been received that the
Banners presented to the Australian Light Horse Regiments, Royal Australian Artillery, the
Victorian Rangers and the Australian Medical Corps are not King’s Colours, but honourable
insignia of valuable services rendered in South Africa in 1889 to 1902, and the Honorary
Distinctions [or battle honours] are not to be borne upon these Banners.”
In 1920 the Army Council approved the award of Banners for services in the 1914-1919 War.
However, as the Regiment already possessed the 1904 banner, arrangements were made
for this earlier banner to be laid up in St. John’s Church, Parramatta. Accordingly a parade
was held on Sunday, the 1st June 1924 to do this. The parade was attended by Lancer
detachments from Parramatta and Penrith, members of the NSW Lancers’ Association; the
South African Soldiers’ Association and the 1st Light Horse Regiment. Generals Ryrie, Cox
and Fiaschi also took part. [See collection photograph, Item 978-075]
The 1904 Banner remained at St John’s until 1969 when it was discovered that it had been
removed, at the instigation of the church authorities, and was then at the headquarters of
Eastern Command in Victoria Barracks. The reason given for its removal was its
dilapidation. The intention of Eastern Command was to transfer the Banner to the Australian
War Memorial. However, the Royal NSW Lancers’ Association considered that it should
remain with the Regiment and consequently representations were made by Major General
Sir Denzil Macarthur-Onslow and in due course the Banner was returned to the Lancers
where it was put on display in Linden House. A ceremony to mark its unveiling was held on
the 23rd November 1969 and retired Warrant Officer Ash Whitney [see Items 6.1 to 6.5], a
veteran of the Boer War who had carried the Banner when it was being laid up in 1924,
performed the unveiling
Dimensions: 1230mm x1000mm.
Provenance: Presented to the Regiment, on the 14th November 1904, by the Governor
General, Lord Hopetoun, at the Kings Birthday Royal Review in Melbourne.
Condition: Fragile, with significant disintegration on the white areas of the Union Jack.
Context/Background History: The Kings Banner was presented to each of the 18
regiments of Australian Light Horse, Royal Australian Artillery and the Australian Army
Medical Corps by direction of King Edward VII in recognition of their service in the Boer War
and the consolidation of the colonies armed forces under the Commonwealth in 1903. Battle
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honours for South Africa were also awarded in 1908 and the banner was paraded on all
ceremonial occasions. The staff and banner were laid up in St John’s Anglican Church
Parramatta in June 1924 after the regiment was presented with new colours and it was
returned to the regiment on the 23rd November 1969.
Historical Significance: Rare surviving example of the first Kings banners awarded to
Australian military units. Most examples from this era have disintegrated as a result of
having been laid up in various regional churches.
Social Significance: Example of the close cultural connection between Australia and Great
Britain prior to World War One.
Aesthetic Significance: Excellent example of ceremonial embroidery designed for the
public display of a high status object.
Scientific, Research or Technical Significance: Excellent example of hand embroidery
techniques for high status objects.
Research Value: Rare surviving example of the first Kings Colours awarded to Australian
Light Horse Units and shows the first example of the evolution of guidons carried by the
regiment to the present day.
Interpretative Potential: One of two banners held by the museum, the other being the
banner awarded in 1924. With the current guidons and those awarded in 1958 it shows the
evolution of the design of colours over the past 100 years.
Representativeness: Unique.
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7. REGIMENTAL BAND
7.1 PHOTOGRAPH OF MOUNTED DRUMMER & DRUM HORSE, 1906

Accession Number: 987-004-25 [cat 2183].
Object Description: Black & white photo of the Regimental [1st Australian Light Horse
(NSW Lancers)] Band’s drummer, A. E. [Bert] Taylor, mounted on the well-known grey drum
horse “Charlie”. The photograph was taken at the Lancers’ Barrack Parramatta [in front of
the Smith Street gates] in 1906.
Taylor appears to be wearing an 1891 style Lancer’s uniform: New South Wales brown tunic
fitted with a red plastron; breeches with twin red stripes [rather than the twin white stripes
normally worn by the band]; black cock's plumes on their slouch hat with a red puggaree
with a white fold; white pouch belt with silver mounted black pouch [worn over the shoulder];
and a red and yellow girdle [belt].
Note: In 1903, on becoming the 1st Australian Light Horse Regiment [New South Wales
Lancers], the uniform was changed to that authorised for the Australian Light Horse.
However, this does not appear to be the uniform being worn by Taylor.
The timpani [or kettle drums] are draped with the scarlet bannerettes that had been
presented to the Regiment by Mrs E. J. P. Brooks [the daughter of Colonel Burns] in 1900.
[See Item 7.3; Accession No. 978-111 and 978-409-1]
The single storey building in the background is “Bob’s Hall” while the two storey building is
the Vernon building which was opened in 1897.
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The original of this photograph was used by the Sergeants’ Mess [1st Australian Light Horse
Regiment] on its 1906-07 Christmas card. Two copies of the card are in Lt-Colonel James
McMahon’s Scrapbook [Item 1.1 Accession No. 2009-126 [cat 4359].
Bert Taylor was an original member of the band, having joined it when it was formed in West
Maitland in 1891. For some years he was the drummer and rode drum horse “Charlie”. He
was appointed Bandmaster in about 1909 and was granted an honorary commission in
1924.
Taylor is credited with having raised the efficiency of the band and maintaining it at a good
standard. During his time it was one of the foremost militia bands in NSW and won the
Paling Shield [first competed for in 1929] in 1929, 1932, [tied with the 45th Battalion Band],
1933 and 1936.
After being placed on the Retired List, in September 1935 [with the honorary rank of captain]
Taylor was appointed honorary instructor to the band and carried on for another six years.
He died shortly later on the 6th July 1942, having completed 50 years of unbroken service.
Dimensions:
Provenance: Gifted by A. E. Taylor.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: The NSW Lancers’ Band was one of the first mounted
Bands to have been formed in Australia. In 1888 an unofficial band was formed and
operated with the Lancers’ Maitland or Hunter River Troop. The following year, the
Reserves were reorganised as the NSW Cavalry Regiment and the NSW Mounted Rifles
and both were allocated bands. The brass band associated with the Hunter River Troop
became the NSW Cavalry Band and in 1891 was formally raised as a mounted, regimental
band [located at West Maitland]. Members of the regiment contributed towards the cost of
equipping the band and the officers of the Hunter River Troop provided the grey horses at
their own cost. The original offer of services was for 20 men and one kettle drummer.
A General Order in 1894 promulgated the marches approved for use by the Lancers at all
ceremonial parades and they were:
March past at walk – “The Dragoon Guardsman”
March past at trot - “The Cavalier”
March past at gallop – “Bonnie Dundee”
The “Dragoon Guardsman” and “The Cavalier” were always played when the NSW Lancers
passed a saluting base and all were played at Inspections, Tattoos and when the NSW
Lancers gave a mounted display.
In 1898, soon after Lieutenant-Colonel Burns gained command of the Regiment, the band
was transferred from West Maitland to Parramatta, where the Regimental Headquarters
were located. The strength of the band was increased from 17 to 25 and new horses,
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instruments, saddlery and music were purchased at the expense of the officers. Burns also
provided assistance, in finding homes and new employment, to those bandsmen who agreed
to move to Parramatta.
In 1901 the Band took part in the Commonwealth of Australia inauguration ceremonies. It
led a section of the parade through Sydney, culminating at Centennial Park where the
inauguration ceremony took place. The three NSW Light Horse Regiments provided the
Governor-General's escort.
The following evening, the Lancers’ Band with 21 other Bands, including British, Canadian,
Indian and New Zealand bands, participated in the Commonwealth Inauguration Tattoo. The
attendance at the Tattoo was 30,000, the largest at any gathering in Australia until that date.
In 1915 the band was dismounted and after the 1914-1919 war it became the 4th Cavalry
Brigade Band. However, it remained at the Parramatta Lancer Barracks and was still
thought of as the Lancer Band.
The band continued as the 4th Cavalry Brigade Band until after WW2 when the remnants of
the pre-war 4th Cavalry Brigade Band were collected together to form the nucleus of a
Lancer Band [which was enrolled to strength of 28 prior to June 1948].
In 1951 the Royal NSW Lancers and their reformed band returned to Canberra for the 50th
anniversary of Federation but shortly after this, the Band began to suffer from declining
numbers as its pre-war members retired. However, the services of a band that had
belonged to an infantry battalion were obtained and once again the Band thrived.
Throughout it long history the band has participated in some of the most important
ceremonies of state to have been staged in Sydney and Canberra. These have included:









The Commonwealth of Australia Inauguration Ceremonies, held in Sydney and at
Centennial Park, in 1901;
The Grand Parade of the visiting American sailors from the Great White Fleet in
1908;
The Canberra Foundation Ceremony, held in Canberra, in 1913;
The Opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge in 1932;
The Royal Review held to commemorate the Silver Jubilee of King George V in 1935;
Formal Opening of Parliament following the accession of King George VI in 1936;
The 50th Anniversary of Federation, held in Canberra, in 1951;
The Australian Bi-Centennial celebrations in 1988;

Historical Significance: An early photograph of the Band’s drum horse, drummer and
drums showing full ceremonial regalia. The photograph is illustrative of the uniform and
instruments of one of the first mounted, military bands in Australia [and, at the time it was
dismounted, the last mounted, military band]. It also shows one of the original bandsmen
who joined the band when it was formed in 1891 and who became its longest serving
member [55 years].
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7.2 MOUNTED TIMPANI [KETTLE DRUMS], 1891

Accession Number: 978-408-1 and 978-408-2.
Object Description: A pair of copper timpani or kettle drums decorated with the Carrington
crest [elephant’s head and coronet] with crossed Lances [with the NSW Lancers’ red and
white pennons] and inscribed "NSW Cavy Regt" used by the mounted drummer of the NSW
Lancers’ Regimental Band from 1891 to 1915. The timpani are believed to have been made
by Potter and Co of London.
When the Regimental Band was established at West Maitland in 1891 it paid Potter and Co
of London £297.5.3 for musical instruments and band property. This included two timpani
which were used by the band’s mounted drummer [who for much of the time was A. E.
Taylor]. The timpani were used up until 1915 when the band gave up its horses. For the
next 70 years the timpani remained in the Lancers’ museum collection. However, in 1985,
the centenary year of the Regiment, a new drum horse was trained, the timpani refurbished
[re-skinned] and once again paraded with the band in a ceremony to mark the Lancers being
given the Freedom of Entry to the City of Sydney.
Provenance: Regimental property.
Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: When the Regimental Band was established in 1891 it
initially consisted of 20 bandsmen and one kettle drummer.
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When the band moved from West Maitland to Parramatta in 1898 the strength of the band
was increased from 17 to 25. New horses, musical instruments, saddlery and music were
purchased at the expense of the officers. However, according to the Lancers’ official
historian, P. V. Vernon, the timpani that were refurbished in 1985 were the original 1891
instruments purchased from Potter and Company.
Historical Significance: See Item 7.1. An early pair of timpani used by the mounted
drummer of the NSW Lancers’ Regimental Band from it formation in 1891 to 1915, [when the
band gave up its horses]. The NSW Lancers’ Band was one of the first mounted, military
bands to have been formed in Australia and, at the time it was dismounted, the last
mounted, military band. The Band paraded in some of the most important ceremonies of
state to have been staged in Sydney and Canberra. The timpani were used for much of the
time by one of the original bandsmen, who joined the band when it was formed in 1891, and
who became its longest serving member [55 years].
Aesthetic Significance: The overall design and rich decoration of the drum.
Research Value: Australian military bands and equipment.
Interpretative Potential: The uniforms and equipment of NSW Lancers’ Regimental Band.
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7.3 DRUM BANNERETTES, 1900

Accession Numbers: 978-111 [cat 5847]; 978-409-1.
Object Description: A pair of drum bannerettes used with the horse mounted timpani. The
bannerettes are scarlet in colour with a silver border, heavily worked in gold and silver
bullion, edged with silver and red fringe and incorporating the Carrington Crest [elephant’s
head and coronet] and motto [Tenax et Fidelis] with crossed lances and red and white
pennons and bearing the inscription “New South Wales Lancers”' .
The bannerettes were made at a cost of £260 and were presented to the Regiment in 1900
by Mrs. E. J. Brooks, the daughter of the Regiment’s commander, Lieutenant-Colonel James
Burns.
The bannerettes presented by Mrs Brooks replaced an earlier set which were crimson in
colour, with the Carrington Crest and motto, crossed lances and bearing the inscription “New
South Wales Lancers” and with a fringe on the bottom.
Related items: The museum collection also includes two earlier sets of bannerettes dating
from the formation of the band.
Dimensions: approx 880mm x 640mm.
Provenance: Gift from Mrs EJ Brooks, daughter of Lieutenant-Colonel James Burns,
Commanding Officer of the Regiment at the founding of the band.
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Condition: Good.
Context/Background History: See Items 7.1 and 7.2.
Historical Significance: An early pair bannerettes used by the mounted drummer of the
NSW Lancers’ Regimental Band from 1900 to 1915, [when the band gave up its horses].
The NSW Lancers’ Band was one of the first mounted, military bands to have been formed
in Australia and, at the time it was dismounted, the last mounted, military band. The Band
paraded in some of the most important ceremonies of state to have been staged in Sydney
and Canberra.
Social Significance: The bannerettes are of an extremely high quality and demonstrate the
munificence of the wealthy families associated with the Lancers’ Regiment.
Aesthetic Significance: Excellent example of ceremonial embroidery designed for public
display of a high status object.
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8. BOER FLAG, 1900

Accession Number: 978-044 [Cat 114].
Object Description: A flag of the Orange Free State souvenired at Bloemfontein [the
capital city of the Orange Free State] by Trumpeter-Corporal David Henry Trayer Booth, of
the 1 Australian Horse, following the town’s surrender on the 13th March 1900.
The flag consists of seven, equal alternating horizontal stripes of white and orange with the
Dutch flag in the canton.
Inscribed, in black ink, on the white stripe of the canton:
169

“Krugers Flag.
Entered Orange Free State Feb 1900.
13th March 1900.
Gone for Ever, Bloemfontein captured by General French.
[signed] Corp Trumpeter D. H. T. Booth.
D. H. T. B. 1st A. Horse.
This Flag was taken off a Barbers pole on entering Bloemfontein by me with French.”
Dimensions: 740mm x 770mm.
Provenance: Gift from Captain J Booth of the NSW Lancers. [Captain Booth’s relationship
with D. H. T. Booth is not known].
Condition: Fragile, colours and writing fading and some mould stains.
Context/Background History:
Corporal-Trumpeter Booth: In 1897 permission was given to establish a Regiment of
Australian Horse as part of the NSW Military Forces and in April 1898 the first camp of the
1st Australian [Volunteer] Horse took place at “Milkman’s Hill” in the Sydney suburb of
Rookwood.
Two contingents from the 1st Australian Horse volunteered to serve in the Boer War. The
first group travelled with the first NSW troops to leave Sydney [on the 14th November 1899,
two weeks after Captain Lee’s NSW Lancer contingent]. A second group departed on the
17th January 1900 [at the same time as Corporal Harkus and the second group of NSW
Lancers].
The 1st Australian Horse and the NSW Lancers were integrated with the British cavalry,
under the command of General French, and from the 23rd December 1899 to the 3rd March
1900 the first 34 members of the 1st Australian Horse were mixed in with the Lancers On
the 3rd March the second group of volunteers from the 1st Australian Horse arrived and the
original 34 rejoined their own unit.
Shortly after this, French’s cavalry, including the 1st Australian Horse and the NSW Lancers,
marched and fought their way from Abraham’s Kraal to Driefontein. On the 13th March they
had encircled Bloemfontein which surrendered after the railway was blown up and the town
cut off from Pretoria.
Corporal-Trumpeter Booth [Service Number 1061] served with the 1st Australian Horse in
South Africa until November 1900 when he was invalided and returned to Australia [arriving
on the 13th November 1900].
Orange Free State Flag [1856-1902]: When the Republic of Orange Free State came into
being on the 23rd February 1854 it possessed neither arms nor a flag. On the 15th May 1854
the Orange Free State Government wrote to the Republic's Consul in the Netherlands and
asked whether King William III would be willing to grant it arms and a flag. The request was
agreed to and on the 12th January 1856 the King's special envoy arrived in Bloemfontein with
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the flag. The flag consisted of seven equal alternating horizontal stripes of white and orange
with the Dutch flag in the canton [the same as that liberated by Booth].
The flag is said to represent the bonds between the Orange Free State, the Netherlands,
and its royal house [of Orange]. Some claim the three orange stripes were a reference to
William the Third of Orange being the designer.
The flag remained in use until the Orange Free State came to an end following its defeat by
the British and the signing of the Treaty of Vereeniging. The Republic of the Orange Free
State then became the British controlled Orange River Colony until it was incorporated into
the Union of South Africa.
Historical & Social Significance: Rare, original flag of the Orange Free State Republic,
used during the period 1856 to 1902, that was souvenired by an Australian Light Horse
Trooper on the 13th March 1900, the day that the British and Australian cavalry, under the
command of General French, entered Bloemfontein, the Republic’s capital. The flag bears
the signature of the trooper who souvenired it and a statement, testifying as to how he
acquired it, which reflects the sense of patriotism that the troops felt.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE ENTIRE COLLECTION
The 1st/15th Royal NSW Lancers’ Memorial Museum is a significant historical collection that
tells the story of the Royal NSW Lancers’ Regiment, from its origins in 1885 to the present
day. It interprets major themes in Australia’s history and reflects the Regiment’s response to
social, political and economic issues such as Federation, loyalty to the Empire, the economic
depressions of the 1880’s and 1930s, global conflicts, and military conscription.
It includes significant items relating to:






The administrative, financial and logistical issues associated with the formation and
development of a colonial military unit in pre-Federation New South Wales;
The role played by the Regiment in late 19th and early 20th Century Sydney society;
The evolution of the Regiment and its equipment, weaponry and uniforms from horse
mounted lancers to modern, heavy-armoured, vehicles;
The participation of the Regiment in important ceremonies of State and major
conflicts; and
The relationship between important and influential members of the community and
development of the Regiment.

As a group, the objects identified as “significant” are of national importance while some
individual items [having particular regard for their rarity] are of international interest.
The Regiment is the oldest surviving in the Australian Army and the collection includes
original regimental records, most importantly from the pre-Federation period, which are of
great importance for their research potential. Records such as the 1886 to 1888 and 1891
to 1894 correspondence ledgers; musters; pay returns; cash book; regimental accounts;
confidential personnel [officers] reports; and equipment ledgers.
The Regiment is also the most highly decorated in the Australian Army and the collection is
significant for its demonstration of the Regiment’s active service in:




The South African War [1899 to 1902], where it was the first Australian and Colonial
troops to see active service;
World War I [at Gallipoli, Sinai and Palestine]; and
World War II [in New Guinea where it pioneered the use of heavy tanks in jungle
war-fare and North Borneo where it took part in the Australian Army’s greatest ever
amphibious, armoured landing at Balikpapan].

The Museum’s South African War collection is particularly important as a unique and
comprehensive assembly of objects relating to the Regiment’s service during the war. It
includes:






Rare, original photographs taken at a time when there were no official war
photographers and when photography was not generally accessible;
Original [handwritten] poems by Banjo Patterson and others relating specifically to
the Regiment and its service with the British cavalry;
Original journals, diaries, scrapbooks and maps belonging to members of the
Regiment [and which require further research to document and compare the
underlying narratives];
Uniforms; and
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Weaponry [captured and Australian issue], equipment; and memorabilia.

The collection is also significant because of the objects that it holds which relate to members
of the Regiment who were also prominent and influential leaders in New South Wales [or
more specifically Sydney] society.
These include: Sir James Burns, [1846-1923],
businessman, shipowner, philanthropist, politician and soldier; three generations of the
Vernon family, the most prominent of whom was Walter Liberty Vernon, the NSW
Government architect responsible for the design of many of the finest, public buildings in
NSW; Sir John Sulman, [1849-1934], the influential and gifted architect and town planner; Sir
John Northcott, the first Australian-born and one of the longest-serving governors of New
South Wales; Lieutenant-Colonel James McMahon, [1868-1951], businessman, politician
and sportsman; and Major General James William Macarthur-Onslow [1867-1946], greatgrandson of John and Elizabeth Macarthur.
Finally, the museum and collection are significant because of their relationship to the
buildings, the site and more generally to Parramatta. The Parramatta Lancer Barracks is the
oldest surviving military barracks on the Australian mainland and the second oldest in
Australia. The two original buildings date from 1819 and are directly associated with the
early military history of New South Wales and the early administration of Parramatta. The
more recent, Victorian and Edwardian era buildings show the development of this military
establishment and its long association with Australian military history. The buildings were
initially occupied by British troops until the 1850s and then, after the formation of the NSW
colonial military forces, by the NSW Lancers. The Lancers’ occupation commenced in 1893
and has continued to this day. The two original barrack buildings are individually listed on
the Commonwealth Heritage List while the Barrack’s Precinct [including Linden House] is
identified with the status of “Listed Place”. The museum and collection is important in the
interpretation of the barracks and enhances the significance of the place. It is also
important to the history of Parramatta.
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KEY RECOMMENDATIONS
While the Royal NSW Lancers Museum has maintained and exhibited objects in a
professional manner, particularly given its volunteer status, there are areas which need
attention to help the Museum achieve its aim to be recognised as a unique Australian
military history museum. The following recommendations are provided to assist volunteers
to work on priority areas to achieve those aims.
Collection Management [housekeeping and storage]
•

Accessioning for all items needs to be completed. While the bulk of the collection
represents the formation of the Lancers and their active service until the end of
WW2, the more contemporary collection needs to be photographed, researched,
entered on the database, assessed for significance, and stored appropriately and
accessibly for educational and display purposes;

•

There needs to be greater attention to housekeeping in the Annex and Work
Room/Archives Storage areas with the development and implementation of rules,
routines, programmes, and training for cleaning, returning items, etc;

•

As a long term objective the vehicle collection should be housed under protective
cover.

Collection Development [Including Accession and display]
•

The Statements of Significance that have been prepared as part of the Significance
Assessment process, should now be enhanced with hyperlinks to other collections,
particularly those with objects listed on their websites and which relate to former
member’s collections held at the Lancers Museum, e.g. the collections of Lee,
Vernon and Macarthur-Onslow;

•

Now that volunteer members have made considerable steps to research the
provenance and assess the significance of valued historical items in the collection,
history students and teachers should be encouraged and trained to undertake further
research into the provenance and value of the remaining items in the collection,
possibly as part of the Senior and Junior high school curriculum studies in history;

•

Funding should be sought to assist with oral history recordings/filming to capture the
recollections/memories of former members of the Regiment. Such recordings could
used to add sound-scapes to the narratives on exhibition at the Museum, or with
permission, become a feature on the Lancers website.

Conservation
•

Digitising the photographs has commenced and is ongoing. Additional funding would
assist in the photographic copying and digitising process. As deterioration is
inevitable with the extensive collection in albums, diaries and journals as well as
those on display behind glass, from the late 1880s to the end of WW1, priority should
be given to the Boer War photographs that are fading. Original photographs need to
be removed from exhibition and replaced with copies, and then stored in a
temperature controlled and fireproofed location or storage system;

•

Diaries, scrap books, photograph albums and other ephemera should be digitised
before rebinding is undertaken to preserve rare objects;

•

Temperature/Humidity control in the Archives and Work area is non-existent and
therefore these areas are prone to extreme variations, particularly in summer. This is
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particularly detrimental for the photographic collection. Priority funding should be
sought through small grants programmes from Museums and Galleries NSW to
install suitable environmental controls or alternatively through Parramatta City
Council or local businesses with branding as sponsors;
•

Books and Manuals that are located in open storage should be shelved in enclosed
cupboards to prevent deterioration from dust, humidity and insect damage.

Disaster Preparedness [Including security]

•

The Museum’s Collection Policy aims to preserve and maintain Linden House
building as a Museum. However, any preservation policies need to take into account
the storage annex and the archival storage and work preparation areas. The nature
of archival storage in temporary garage accommodation is subject to theft, fire or
water damage to name a few risk situations. Preparing a Disaster Plan will highlight
priority areas for attention and funding.

Public Access, Research and Publicity
•

To make the collection more publicly accessible, it is paramount that the Museum
becomes better known for military, and community history research purposes, [for
those who have an interest in Australian military history, or more generally in
Australian social and cultural history, and the role that the Regiment and the Light
Horse have played in the foundation of the colony and the nation];

•

The digitised database of significant objects with details of provenance and historical
context can be made accessible in a number of ways. For example, on the Lancers
Website, or linked on the Local Studies website of the Parramatta Heritage Centre, or
included on the CAN Collections Database by filling out the registration form
http://www.collectionsaustralia.net.au . There is also the potential for blogs [about a
rare objects in the Museum's collection] to be produced;

•

The Lancers have been located at Parramatta since 1891, and from these roots, the
Lancers have developed and maintained strong associations with the Parramatta
community and as a result are commonly referred to as “the Parramatta Lancers”.
There are opportunities for the Museum to continue those links and to be scheduled
on Parramatta Heritage Walks organised by the Local Studies Centre, Parramatta
Heritage Centre as part of exploring Parramatta: Sydney's Living Museum;

•

Additionally there is the potential to exhibit in the Parramatta Heritage Centre,
aspects of the collection which directly relate to the history of Parramatta. For
example events surrounding the occasion when Parramatta Council granted the
Freedom of the City to Warrant Officer Ashley Whitney, who is one of only two
people to be given individually, the freedom of the City of Parramatta largely because
of his association with the Regiment and the fact that he was from the Parramatta
community. He had previously been presented with an illuminated scroll in
recognition of his service to the country in the Boer War. The Centre is open six
days a week from Wednesday to Monday, and exhibiting at this location would
educate and encourage the public to explore the Lancers Museum collection further;

•

In the work schedule for the Museum, areas for future research should be identified
and the involvement of academic institutes should be sought, publicised and
encouraged, particularly with the Defence Force Academy, retired armed forces
personnel, public history students, Macquarie University and the University of
Technology, Sydney;
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•

The Museum’s Collection Policy clearly recognises in its aims, that there is a need to
make the collection’s archives available for research purposes. As the archival
material forms a high proportion of the significant objects in the Museum’s overall
collection, it is important that this material is directly and appropriately accessible
[ideally in a library situation] to researchers with guidance from volunteers;

•

While the Museum does not at present have an active policy on research and
publication, with the amount of research that has been, and will be generated, there
is the potential to publish brochures to further the Museum’s cause;

•

While the graphics and text labelling of exhibition objects is educational, the overall
appearance would be enhanced if the exhibition labels could be standardised in
terms of their layout and include, where appropriate, the maker’s
mark/photographer/source, location of origin, physical description [the materials
used], date, and provenance. For guidance on content, the Museum is referred to
the online collection of the Australian War Memorial.
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ATTACHMENT 1

LINEAGE OF THE ROYAL NSW LANCERS

Source: New South Wales Lancers Memorial Museum Incorporated
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